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CODESRIA

Editorial

Professor Sam Moyo,
a Great Intellectual, and a Great Leader

tremely sad news of the passing on of CODESRIA's
ormer President, Professor Sam Moyo, reached us.
Professor Moyo was in New Delhi, India, to participate in a
conference on "Labour Questions in the Global South". The
vehicle in which he was travelling got involved in a crash on
Friday, 20 November, and Sam died in the early hours of Sunday
22 November 2015.

Professor Moyo hasbeen an active member of CODESRIA since
the 1970s. Hewas el ected Vice-President of CODESRIA in 1998,
and during the 12th General Assembly held in Yaoundé, Cameron
in December 2008, was elected President of CODESRIA, a
position he held until December 2011. Sam was a great
intellectual, a great leader, and an institution builder. He was
renowned for his diligence, commitment to research and
scholarship, as well as his immense sense of humour. He was
also well known as arelentless crusader and untiring advocate
of social equality and justice. He will be sorely missed by the
entiresocia science community inAfricaandinthe Globa South.
Thisedition of CODESRIA Bulletin featuressometributesin his
honour. Issa Shivji's poetic tribute captures the sense in which
his colleagues and compatriots understood the timel essness of
his contribution to African devel opment;

}s’t as we were preparing this bulletin for publication, the

"I come not to mourn you, Comrade

I’ [l shed notear, my friend

| refuseto say ‘pol€e’; to say ‘sorry’

Why should 1?

| refuse to bury you

How can|?

For youlive

Youliveinme

You livein many across the globe

Who loved you

Whose lives you touched

Whose hearts you cuddlied

Whaose minds you tickled

| cometo celebrate your living, Comrade
I’ll toast to your ideas, my friend

Over aglass of sahara, and aplate of ‘ nyama choma
In Rose Garden, in Sao Paulo, in New Delhi

I'll sing praises of Sahara, that unites the continent
Asyou did

I'll pontificate on Sahara, that embracescivilizations
As you preached and practiced

I know thisisnot apoem, nor aflowery prose
Porojo it may be

Who cares?

It'sfor my friend and comrade

For my compassi onate companion

Straight from my heart and soul

Yes, it'sfor my friend and comrade

For, helives'

Indeed, Sam liveson!

In this issue, we also report on CODESRIA's 14" General
Assembly heldin Dakar, 8-12 June 2015. The Generd Assembly
was, asexpected, agathering of acrosssection of the CODESRIA
membership, who include some of the best scholars, researchers
and respected academicsfrom all over Africaand the Diaspora.
Thetheme of the scientific conference of the General Assembly
was "Creating African Futures in an era of Global
Transformations." The themes of the scientific conference of
thetriennial CODESRIA Genera Assembly usually reflected the
dominant concerns of the moment. The need for the structural
transformation of the African and world economies that have
been built upon and are exacerbating social inequalities and
environmental problemsis now very widely recognized.These
days, the concept of "transformation" is, in fact, sowidely used
that it ought to be critically examined. The CODESRIA and the
UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) Journal of
African Transformation launched during the CODESRIA
General Assembly has the ambition of becoming the platform
for such debates, many of which are now closely linked to
debates about the trajectories of our economies and societies,
and about possible and desirable futures. At a time when the
African Union (AU) isdeploying effortsaimed at building “"the
AfricaWeWant", whichiswhat theAU’s Agenda 2063 isabout,
and asthe United Nations System was actively working towards
the adoption of a new, post-2015 global development agenda
whose aim, it is argued, is to build a "World We Want", the
African research community could not have chosen a better
themefor the scientific conference of its 14" General Assembly.
Social science has been, and will continue looking at
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transformationsin their complexity, "historicizing the present”,
but also examining representations of the future. The critical
analysis of societal projects (of al scales) and of the narratives
and counter-narratives framed around them isindeed part of the
normal business of socia science. This issue of the bulletin
carriesasummary of the presentations, debates and resol utions
emanating from the General Assembly, aswell asthe profiles of
the new Executive Committee members el ected at the General
Assembly, led by the erudite Dzodzi Tsikata as President, who
took over from Professor FatimaHarrak. Theelection of Professor
Tsikata as the fourth woman (out of the last five Presidents) to
beelected tothe positioninthelast 13 yearsdoes say something
about gender inthelifeand work of CODESRIA.

Alsointhisissueof thebulletinisareport on acommemorative
conference of the Asia-AfricaConferencefirst held in Bandung
inApril 1955. The Bandung Conference marked the birth of the
Non-Aligned Movement, and what has come to be known as
the*Bandung Spirit’. The commemorative conferenceswereheld
in Jakarta and Bandung in April 2015 and October 2015.
Participantsin the October conference included many scholars
and activistsfrom Asia, Africa, and Latin America. CODESRIA
was represented by the Executive Secretary, Ebrima Sall who
attended the conference with Fatima Harrak, immediate past
President of CODESRIA.

We return to the theme of transformation. The World Social
Science Forum (WSSF) was this year held in Durban, South
Africa, in September 2015 and was as usual organized by the
International Social Science Council (ISSC) and co-hosted by
CODESRIA and the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)
of South Africa under the patronage of UNESCO. The Forum
focussed on: "The transformation of global relations for a just
world". It was a significant gathering of scholars and policy-
oriented intellectuals drawn from al the regions of the world
and across different disciplinary interestsin the social sciences
and humanities. The Forum provided "aplatformfor presenting
new knowledge and insights, re-thinking received wisdom,
charting new directions, promoting innovation in the research-
policy-action nexus, and nurturing new international
partnerships’. This bulletin brings you closing remarks by
CODESRIA's President made at the closing ceremony of the
conference aswell asthe Conference Declaration.

The "Debates" section of this edition of the bulletin carries
interesting debates on some contemporary issuesin Africa. In
hisinsightful pieceon"Trendsand Issuesin the Socia Sciences
and Humanities in Africa' Ebrima Sall looks at key issues to
consider in any seriousreview of the state of the social sciences
and humanities. Helooksat theinstitutional basefor knowledge
production in Africa and how it has been evolving. He relates
the complexity of theinstitutional landscapeinAfricatothe"six
Cs' identified by Paul Zelezawhich include; corporatisation of
management, collectivisation of access, commercialisation of
learning, commodification of knowledge, computerisation of
education, and connectivity of institutions. As part of his
conclusion, he makesastrong casefor multi-disciplinarity, inter-
disciplinarity, and trans-disciplinarity in confronting the various
challenges on the African continent.

Francis Nyamnjoh's article "Black Pain Matters: Down with
Rhodes" looks at issues of race, racism and marginalisation in
South Africaagainst the backdrop of organised student protests
which rocked South Africa universities, unleashing a renewed
clamour for transformation in higher education in that country.
In "Scars of Memory and Scales of Justice" Babere Kerata
Chacha, draws attention to the menace of political nations
in post-colonial Africaand underlinesthe urgent need for justice
and tolerance as well as an end to impunity by the political
class. Lansana Keita's piece on "The Human Project and the
Temptations of Religion” reflects on the relationship between
science and religion and raises several interesting issues on the
reliance on faith in explaining religious phenomena among
adherents of the Abrahamic religions of Christianity, Islam and
Judaism.

We end the tributes to Sam Moyo with some of his papers.

As Nana Busia says in his tribute, "scholars of the stature of
Sam never die". Indeed, Sam liveson!

Ebrima Sall
Executve Secretary

Alex Bangirana
Head, Publications
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President of CODESRIA

DzodziTsikata is an Associate
Research Professor at the Institute
of Statistical, Social and Economic
Research (ISSER) at the University
of Ghana where she has worked
since 1991. She holds a Ph.D in
Social Science from Leiden Uni-
versity in the Netherlands.

Andre Mbata Mangu holds a
doctoral (LLD) and a Masters (LLM)
degrees in constitutional, public
and international law from the Uni-
versity of South Africa (UNISA). He
is currently a Research Professor in
the College of Law at UNISA and
Professor at the Faculty of Law of

UNIKIN.

Kenneth Inyani Simala is a
linguist and former Dean, Faculty
of Education and Social Science,
Masinde Muliro University of
Science And Technology. He is
also the Executive Secretary of

East African Kiswahili Commis-
sion (EAKC).

Hassan Remaoun is a sociologist
and historian. He is a professor at
the University of Oran. He is also
a researcher at the National Cen-
tre of Research in Social and Cul-
tural Anthropology (CRASC) in
Algeria.

Slaheddine Ben Frej is a Socio-
logist, lecturer and researcher at
the University of Tunisia in Tunis.
He is a member of the Editorial
Board of CODESRIA's journal:
African Sociological Review and
has authored several publications.
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Isabel Maria
Casimiro

'
Rokhaya Fall

Vice President of CODESRIA

Nkolo Foe is Professor at the
Ecole Normale Supérieure of
Yaoundé 1. He was also former
Head of Department of Philo-
sophy, after working at the
Institute of Human Sciences
where he was Head of Research.

Khalid Ali E1 Amin holds a PhD
in Political Science; the Political
Economy of Develop-ment from
the University of Leeds, the UK. He
currently works as an associate
professor at the Development
Studies and Research Institute of
the University of Khartoum.

Puleng LenkaBula is a Professor
of Ethics. She undertook her
undergraduate and graduate
studies in South Africa, Lesotho
and Canada. She is Dean of
Students at the University of South
Africa and is active in many
academic and ecumenical orga-
nisations.

Isabel Maria Casimiro is a
sociologist and lecturer at Centre
of African Studies, Eduardo
Mundlane University in Maputo,
Mozambique. A feminist and
activist, her areas of specialisation
include women human rights,
feminist movements, development
and participatory democracy.

Rokhaya Fall holds two PhDs in
history and in the history of Black
Africa. She is currently Head of
the Department of History in the
Faculty of Arts and Humanities at
Cheikh Anta Diop University in
Dakar, Senegal.
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Submission:
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Call for Papers

Submit your empirical investigations,
conceptual descriptions, essays, theories
and models on Open Access focusing on
the following and other related issues:

* Open access in the context of Africa
+ Value-added and marketing of African
scientific information in the open access era
+ Afro sensitive open access economic models
« Africa in the emerging global politics
of open access
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* Opening African indigenous knowledges
* Quality control in open access
publishing in Africa

Early work/preliminary results/thesis and dissertation
in progress are also accepted.

Deadline:
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Tributes to Professor Sam Moyo

Professor Sam Moyo, a Great Intellectual,
and a Man of Integrity

CODESRIA President 2008-2011

T he Council for the Development of
Social Science Research in Africa
(CODESRIA) deeply regrets and
mourns the passing away of its former

Sam showed great courage in his robust
engagement with Zimbabwe’'s land
reforms. He charted a course of indepen-
dent research which eschewed sensatio-

president, Professor Sam Moyo. Professor
Moyo was in New Delhi, India, where he was attending a
conference on "Labour Questions in the Global South”. The
vehicle in which he was travelling was involved in a serious
accident in the evening of Thursday, 19 November, and
Professor Moyo died in the early hours of Sunday 22
November 2015.

Sam had been an active member of
CODESRIA since the 1970s. He coordi-
nated a number of CODESRIA working
groups and research networks, and was a
tireless and inexhaustible resource that
CODESRIA heavily relied upon. Severa of
hismost important ideaswerefirst carried
inCODESRIA publications. In 1998, hewas
elected Vice-President of CODESRIA.
During the 12" General Assembly heldin
Yaoundé, Cameroonin December 2008, Sam
was elected President of CODESRIA, a
position he held until December 2011. He
continued to play avital roleinthelifeand
work of CODESRIA, attending General
Assemblies, representing CODESRIA at many events, hosting
activities in Harare, advising on research programmes,
contributing to the deepening and broadening of intellectual
exchangesacrossthe Global South and providing wise counsel
to the leadership.

SamwasAfricasleading intellectual voiceonland and agrarian
transformation. Over long periodswhen therewaslittle policy
interest in land reforms, he and afew other scholars kept the
issuesalivethrough rigorousempirical research and theorizing
about Africa’s land and agrarian questions in the context of
globalization. Throughout an intellectual career that spanned
decades and produced amassive body of work, he consistently
cham-pioned the rights of Africa's smallholders aswell asits
landless and dispossessed communities and chronicled the
struggles of agrarian social movements for equitable land
rights. He followed up his research with enga-gements with
policy makers, civil society organisations, research networks
on agrarian issues aswell associal move-ments. Hewasmuch
in demand in Africa and beyond as a policy advisor on land
and agrarian issues.

nalism and illuminated the scale and
significance of land redistribution represented by the Fast
Track Land Reform Programme which saw over two hundred
thousand Zimbabwean households acquiring land for their
livelihoods. In spite of the fact that thiswasfor alongtimea
very lonely undertaking, which incurred the disapproval of
the different sides of the debates on
Zimbabwe's land reforms, he was much
respected and admired not only within
CODESRIA, but inthewider community of
progressiveintellectual swithin the Global
South for his consistency and the quality
of the evidence he produced to back his
positions. The growing acceptance of
Sam’s positions in the wider land and
agrarian studiescommunity sadly failed to
give him full credit for his pivotal rolein
changing the debate about Zimbabwe's
land reforms.

Samwasfull of lifeand lived lifeto thefull.
He was warm, kind hearted, humble and
respectful of every member of staff at
CODESRIA. Sowashewith the countless numbers of younger
scholars and colleagues he mentored over the years. We will
miss a man of integrity, a committed pan Africanist, aloyal
friend, and agreat |eader.

Ending hisshort but extremely productivejourney inthisworld
in Indiaspeaksvolumes of Sam’'scommitment to scholarship
and to the cause of the peoples of the Globa South. This
commitment was much in evidence in his leadership of the
Agrarian South Network, a tri-continental research network
on agrarian issues he co-founded with colleaguesfrom Africa,
Asiaand Latin America

On behalf of the Executive and Scientific Committees, and the
staff of CODESRIA, we would like to offer our sincere
condolences to Sam'’s partner Beatrice, his mother Madam
Mavis Moyo, his daughters and hiswider family and friends,
the staff of the Harare based Africa Institute of Agrarian
Sudies that he founded and led for many years, and to the
entire CODESRIA community, which was hisextended family.

HambaKahle, Sam. Gowell.
23 November 2015
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Researcher and Institutional Builder

write much by way of an intellectual

I n my current state of shock | cannot
tribute to Sam Moyo and hisrich life. [

heard on critical mattersrelating to Africa
and his belief that this demanded rigorous
work and institutional backing. And finally

Such an undertaking will haveto wait.

| met Saminthelate 1970sin Dakar at the IDEPlibrary —IDEP
was at the time run by Samir Amin and was a veritable pan-
African intellectua magnet. Sam had an uncle who lived in
Dakar so he spent hisholidaysfrom Fourah Bay College (Sierra
Leone) with him. A few years later we were to meet againin
Harare where | had been seconded by CODESRIA to advise
on setting up the Zimbabwe I nstitute of Devel opment Studies
(ZIDS). Sam be-longed to the band of young, enthusiastic
graduates who had chosen the uncer-tainty of ajob with the
new institute over amuch more secure job in government.

Sam immediately demonstrated his zest for research and his
prodigiousworking capacity. Hisinvolvement with the Institute
went beyond doing his own research. He took the task of
building the institution very seriously and enthu-siastically
accepted any tasks demanded of him. And over many years
that combination of serious researcher and dedicated
ingtitutional builder wasto manifest itself on many occasions
and in many institutions he was associated with, earning him
great esteem.

One memorable characteristic of Samwashisintellectua tena-
city to delveinto asubject with all the energy he could muster.
The"Land Question" in Zimbabwe took huge amounts of his
time and energy. There were four aspects to his preoccupa-
tion. The first aspect was a passion for socia justice. The
second aspect was simply intellectual drive to understand
one of the most important social processesinthe Third World
— the land reform in Zimbabwe — whose signi-ficance was
being downplayed by scholarsfrom an amazing range of ideo-
logical persuasionsfor whom the massive transfer of property
was reduced to something about "Mugabe and his cronies”.
The third aspect was his insistence on having African voices

An intellectual Tour de Force

Dear Colleagues

Itiswith aheavy that | writetoinform you of the passing on of
Professor Sam Moyo early this morning in New Delhi, India
after atragic car accident on Friday evening. We areall shocked
and devasted beyond measure. An intellectual tour de force,
source of inspiration and humanist with abig heart has passed
on.

Regards.

therewas keennessto link African research
to research elsewherein the " Globa South".

His position on the land question was principled and no threat
of withdrawal of funding of hisinstitute bent hisintellec-tual
integrity. He was hitter and disap-pointed by the de-campai-
gning of the Institute by fellow scholars with close links to
funders.

| once sent him alink to an article in the New York Times
citing hiswork onlandin Zimbabwe. Thiswasno minor thing
given what had been a systematic effort to blackout the work
of his Institute and the financial strangulation it was being
subjected to. But hetook it all in stride. However | do know
for surethat hetook pridefrom theknowledge that he and his
team had beaten the media blackout. He also knew he had
won theintellectual battle.

Towardstheend of hislife he had shifted hisintereststowards
two new concerns. One was the productivity of the newly
acquired farms and the other was the emerging social
differentiation in the new agrarian dispensations. These are
two questions that arise after any major land reform such as
the one that Zimbabwe carried out. He had problems raising
funds for this research programme. It is sad that death has
denied him the time to pursue research in these areas.

Hisdeparture has deprived us not only of amajor scholar but
aso of one of the outstanding pillars of the African socia
sciences institutional architecture.

Sam loved the research community and was generous with
histime asmany scholarsvisiting Harare will testify.

Samand | became closefamily friends. Membersof my family
and | will misshishumility, care, warmth and kindness.
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Tributes

Selfless, Committed and Totally Reliable

Maybe it was in the late 70s at CO

I nolonger recall when exactly | met Sam.
DESRIA, or intheearly 80sat the Zim-

Sam’smajor scholarshipwasinthefield of
agrarian studies. Always unassuming, he
seldom talked of his own scholarly work

babwe Institute of Development Studies.
The late 1990s, though, was the time we truly got to work
together, closely and intensely. Thetwo of uswereat the helm
of CODESRIA's|eadership, as President and Vice President.
The next two yearswere atime of deep and sharp differences
in policy, and it often seemed as if there was no end in sight.

I remember a particularly difficult episode a year down the
line. We had an emer-gency meeting in Dakar but Sam said he
could not bethere because hewasto have adelicate operation
in afew days. | explained what was at stake and asked if he
could postpone the operation by aweek. He warned me that
hewould not beableto sit for longin hiscurrent state. But the
next day, he was in Dakar. During the meeting, he kept on
shifting theweight of hisbody from one sideto the other, now
|eaning on one buttock, then on another. Hewas obviously in
great pain, but it never showed on his smiling face.

That was Sam, selfless, committed to afault, totally reliable.
Hewasthe person you would want by your sideif you expected
hard times ahead. But no matter how difficult the times, as
during those years, | never saw him turn vindictive against
anyone. Later, wewould ook back on that period as something
of acrossroadsin the history of CODESRIA. Then, however,
it washard and painful. It wasthekind of ordeal that canforge
enduring friendships. Sam wasthat kind of afriend.

Inthoseyears, | aso learnt that Sam was amathematical ge-
nius. As soon as we would land in Dakar, he would head for
the Accounts office, take charge of all the books, and go
through them meticulously. No matter how long it took, 12 or
24 hours, Sam would work until hewould have areport ready
for discussion between thetwo of us. Soon, word went around
that it would befoolhardy for anyoneto try and pull afast one
onSam.

Students and scholars came to CODESRIA for different
reasons, somefor thethrill of travel, othersto be part of aPan-
African conversation on issues of the day, and yet others to
access otherwise scarce resources for research. Sam shared
all those motives but, above all, he was among the few who
unfailingly gave morethan hereceived. Whenit cametofacing
temptation or intimidation, hiswas atowering presence. Sam
stood for integ-rity and steadfastness, acalmintelligence and
acool deliberation, alevel headinacrisissituation, and afree
spiritinaparty that was sureto follow every difficult episode.

Sam was one of the few who presented a seamless blend of
this capacity for sobriety, integrity and joy that marked the
CODESRIA crowd —all with acigarettein one hand no matter
the time of day, and a glass of beer at the end of the day. The
ground on which this companionship was nurtured was the
city of Dakar. We came to it from different corners of the
continent, all marginal in one way or another, all looking for
freedom, most of all the freedom of expression, asif gasping
for oxygen. Out of that common endeavor were born close
associations and lasting comradries.

unless someone raised it first. For me that
occasion came in 2008 when the London Review of Books
invited meto write apiece on Zimbabwe. Theland reformwas
thebigissueat thetime. | pulled together whatever studieson
the subject | could lay my hands on. Three sources stood
aboveall othersasoriginal and reliable: onefromthelnstitute
of Development Studiesat Sussex, another fromthe University
of Western Cape and then Sam’swork at the African Institute
of Agrarian Studiesin Harare. As| read these sources, and the
press reports on their findings, | learnt something about the
poalitics of knowledge production and its recognition in the
public sphere. Two facts were crystal clear to me: one, that
Sam had been several steps ahead of the others; and, two,
that hiswork wasthe last to be recognized. It wasalmost asif
the press went by arule of thumb: when it came to ideas, the
chain had to originatein aWestern University, and thelink go
through a South African institution, before it came to an
African researcher.

| discussed thiswith Sam. He smiled, asif to say, what's new?
At home, hiscriticswereat painsto paint him as partisan. If he
showed that the land reform had improved the lot of alarge
number of the landless, those in the opposition discounted it
asthe claim of someone with the regime. But if he refused to
give blanket support to the regime, those with it said he must
have hidden links to the opposition. When it came to public
policy, Sam took the cue from his research, aways fearless,
unafraid, and hopeful. He was a voice listened to by all,
especially when hewasthetarget of criticism. Whatever their
disagreement, all knew that Sam was not susceptible to
corruption, and that he would not offer an opinion unless it
was informed by deep research.

Thelasttimel saw Samwasat the CODESRIA Generd Assem-
bly in Dakar in June. Only two months before, we had been
together in the city of Hangzhou in China at a conference
organized by the Inter-Asia School to celebrate the 60" anni-
versary of Bandung. The hospitality was overwhelming. Eve-
ry meal was like a banquet; every plate on the table was
renewed before it could be empty; wine and drinks flowed.
Sam wasrelaxed, as he reminisced of our effortsto build CO-
DESRIA over the past decades, and reflected about future
plansfor the African Institute of Agrarian Studies. | recall this
asif it wasyesterday: Sam, smiling, trusting, reassuring, strong,
purposeful, and thoughtful, yet again doing what he was best
at, charting aroad none had travelled before, but at the same
timetaking you along.

Thisisonejourney, dear Sam, that you take alone. You leave
thisworld asyou cameintoit, alone, but thisworld is abetter
place, and we are better off, because we had the privilege of
being part of your world. The loss is great and the heart is
heavy, and it is hard and painful to say good-bye. As we
grievefor our loss, we also celebrate your life.
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In Memory of Prof Sam Moyo: A Committed
Freedom Fighter

condolences to the family, friends and
colleagues of Professor Samson Moyo.
His untimely passing was a great shock to

I would like to express my deepest

he demonstrated his social entre-
preneurship and institution-building skills
when he established the African Institute
of Agrarian Studies.

me and to other South Africans who knew

him. | feel hislossvery deeply ashewasafriend aswell asa
collaborator in various projects. He was wrenched from us at
the height of his powers as aleading African intellectual, an
activist and an institution builder.

I knew Sam for many years—from the time of our liberation
struggle against apartheid in the mid-1980s. | met him through
the SAPES network led by Dr Ibbo Mandaza. He had fought
for the liberation of Zimbabwe and he was com-mitted to the
cause of afree, democratic, independent and prosperousAfri-
can continent. His dedication continued throughout hislife.

Thisisdemonstrated by all hiswork and more especially his
intellectual work for the benefit of our continent. Sam was
held in high esteem by the intellectual community in Africa
and beyond. He served for many years in CODESRIA, the
Council for the Development of Social Research in Africa,
successively asaMember of the Executive Committee, Vice
President, and finally, from 2009 to 2011 as President

Sam'’s specific areas of interest was agrarian studies, in
particular policy regarding agriculture, food, land reform and
the environment. After working in these fields as a professor
at the Univer-sity of Zimbabwe and as agovernment advisor,

Sam was a true internationalist. His very
passingin India, onawork assignment far away from hishome,
is testament to his internationalism and his under-standing
that the challengesthat face humanity areuniversal. Hisinterna
tionalism is a'so demonstrated by his contributions in South
Africa. Severa years ago, | decided to establish a National
Ingtitute for Humanitiesand Social Sciencesand asked himto
assist us and to bring with him his experiences and deep
knowledge of social science research across the continent.
He accepted my request without hesitation and when the
Ingtitutewasformally established two years ago, Sam became
avalued, useful and influential member of itsBoard.

Despite all his accomplishments, Sam remained modest and
unassuming. He was a kind and gentle person and had an
easy way with people. He was the type of individual that you
very quickly felt at ease with.

My grief at hislossisshared by the South African government
and all South Africans who knew Sam Moyo. Our grief is
profound and sincere; wewill do all we can to ensurethat the
path that he trod will be followed by others and especially by
younger academics and the youth.

Hamba kahle, Sam, brother and friend..

A Pan-Africanist

untimely death of Sam Moyo, profound

I n deep sorrow we mourn the sudden and
scholar and progressive activist,

perspective that enabled us to better
understand the complexities of agrarian
changeand economic realitiesin Africaand

bel oved comrade, Member of the Executive
Com-mitteeof IDEAs. Samwasin New Delhi, Indiato participate
in a conference on "Labour Questions in the Global South”
when a car he was travelling in was involved in a terrible
accident. Two other friends and colleagues (Marcelo Rosa
and ParisYeros) wereinjured but Sam wasvery critically hurt.
After avaliant struggle for survival, he passed away in the
early hoursof 22 November 2015.

Sam was much more than a guiding spirit in many of our
activities. He illuminated our lives and work with his sharp
intellect, passionate commitment, exemplary integrity and
extraordinary energy. His strong sense of Pan African
conscious-ness and wider South solidarity enriched his and
our academic endeavour and public dissemination. His
analytical insights always provided a fresh and penetrating

elsewhere.

Hisdeath leavesavoid that isimpossibleto fill. Wewill miss
his warmth, affection, generosity and humour and of course
hisirresistible charm that could disarm the keenest adversary.
In particular wewill alwayscherish hisability tolivelifetothe
fullest, even in adverse circumstances. Our hearts go out to
hisfamily and hisinnumerablefriendsin Zimbabweand across
theworld. For many of us, thiscannot befarewell. A bit of Sam
has enri-ched usforever and will liveoninside us.

We hope to have more on Sam Moyo in the days ahead, to
honour him and celebrate his extraordinary life. Please send
your tributes, memories and other contributions to:

webmaster @networkideas.org and jayatijnu@gmail.com.
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An Erudite Scholar and a Fine
Gentleman

| am deeply saddened by Prof Sam Moyo's passing on in
India where he was attending a conference on the Labour
Question in the Global South. The academic fraternity has
really been robbed of a giant who was eager to mentor both
seasoned and upcoming scholars. We have been deprived of
an erudite scholar and afine gentleman. | will never forget the
assistance he gaveto our CODESRIA CRN Team, the project
culminated in a book which was published in 2015 by
CODESRIA titled: Gender, Politics and Land Use in
Zimbabwe, 1980-2012. The Land and Agrarian Studies
question will never be the same without Prof Sam Moyo. We
have been privileged to know and learn from the prolific
Professor par excellence of our time. Faretheewell Prof Sam
Moyo, may your soul rest in eternal peace. May your family,
theAlA Sfamily, the CODESRIA family and thewholeacademic
fraternity be comforted.

A Fighter for a more Equal
World

With a lot of sadness and apprehension, during the last
weekend we received the news of the car accident in New
Delhi, your struggle for life and the heavier news that you
were not anymore among us. It was and, still is so hard to
believe in the new reality of your physical absence!

Itisdifficult to accept that afighter for amore equal world, a
friend always cheerful and generous, or that an academic
aways worried with the reality of our continent has left us.
However, we have thejoy of knowing that the spread of your
wisdom among different generations of scholars, young people
and your daughters, will immortalizeyour life.

Toyour family, your friends, to CODESRIA to whom you gave
animportant part of your knowledge, and to the entire academic
community, we would like to express our deepest solidarity
and our deepest condolencesin this difficult moment.

A Luta Continua!

Sam Moyowill liveforever!

Tributes

A Scholar and Social Crusader

|

Thisnewsof Sam Moyo came asaveritable shock indeed. Sam
died on the battlefield of science as hetravelled to attend this
conference onissuesthat were not only an intellectual passion
for him but a social crusade in which he was engaged. But
how horrible such adeath. Let us pray the very good All-kno-
wing and Almighty God that He would grant reposeto Sam's
soul in His bosom. We will surely miss hiscritical insi-
ghts, commitment and devotion to the cause that he served
with usand theentireAfrican social science community. Adieu
Sam.

A Tribute to our Colleague and
Friend, Sam Moyo

It was such a shock to hear about Sam’s passing.

Sam was a brother, a friend, a scholar, a dedicated pan-Afri-
canist and aperson whoinfected everyonewith his great spirit.

From our first meeting in Yaounde, Cameroun, wherehewas
elected as President of CODESRIA to working by hisside as
his deputy for threeyears, Sam Moyo always had about him a
passionate dignity that made him an inspiring leader and a
great human being to bearound. Energy, commitment, integrity
areall wordsthat captured the moral fiber of thisman.

In additionto hisrenowned scholarly contribution to the study
of peasant social movements, agrarian reform and land struggle
in Africa and his exceptional leadership abilities, Sam was
also acaring, generous and selfless person who loved life and
believedin the goodness of people. | experienced hiskindness
as| succeeded him at the head of CODESRIA when heoffered
his unconditional support and advice.

Samwasone of akind and will be sorely missed asacolleague,
scholar and friend but never will he be forgotten by those who
were fortunate enough to have known him!

Une grande perte pour I’Afrique

Cher(e)scollégues

Jetiensam’ associer avotre peine et apporter tout mon soutien

a ses proches et a ses amis en ces durs moments que la vie
nousimpose. L’ Afriquevient de perdrel’ un de sesplusgrands
chercheurs en sciences sociales.

Veuillez accepter mes plus sincéres condol éances.
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An Independent Intellectual

My gratitude to Tendai and Fred, for reminding us, warming
us, with these difficult summations of Sam in a time when
thinking much less writing is so very difficult to do. Surely
the flood of warm memories will cohere as we gather every-
where to celebrate Sam’s inestimable gifts to us and our
unimaginable loss. What Fred, Tendai and others highlight
wasreally akey source of Sam’s gentle, persistent greatness:
his deep, unrivaled commitment to an independent African
intellectual life and community, and his corresponding
eschewing of the easy sideinto the traducing hands of those
who possess intellectual, much less state, inducements and
rewards. May hisexample continuetoinspireusin our weaker
moments — and the next generation.

An Inspiration

Dear Fellow membersof CODESRIA,

Please accept my condolences for the loss of our Professor
Sam Moyo. | am writing the word 'loss’ unwillingly. It is so
hard to accept the news. | had turned to land studies because
of his great passion and commitment at the first Pan-
African land grab conferencein 2013in Addis, because of his
writings, those of Prof Tsikata, Prof Olukoshi and Prof Amanor.
Itisbecause of himthat | later focused most of my research at
SOAS on land, proud to quote his brilliant analysis of the
"African Land Question". And it is because of him that | am
now doing my PhD on "land grabbing in Senegal”

I met him again at the third PanAfrican land conference in
Hararein September 2015!

The last day of the conference, | was sitting with Prof Moyo
listening to his advice, preaching the need to have a Global
South approach. | can till hear him telling me to be Qondi's
old sister in London, at SOASwhen | return.

| was supposed to see him again in January 2016 at the AIAS
Summit and wasworking towardsfinalising my paper.

So soon!! We have lost a GIANT. May God console us and
welcome himin Paradise. May hissoul rest in Perfect peace.

We need to keep reading him, engage with hiswork, furthering
it (adifficult venture!) but the best way to pay atributeto his
rigor!

A luta continua

A Committed Pan-Africanist

This is so sad and obviously very tragic. We have lost a
committed Pan-African intellectual. He was bigger than
Zimbabwe.

Sam's reach was global but he remained very grounded and
engaged in local debates.

For some of us who have been his students he was always
availableto mentor, read our variousversiong/drafts of thesis,
direct us to new debates and helped in the process to
understand hisvery dense work. | will misshim so much.

We only take comfort in two things — he has left us with a
great heritage of scholarship and rigor and he aso perished
whilst still engaged —he did not for whatever reason abandon
the struggl e despite the many opportunitiesfor cooptation by
the state. | am sure you are also aware that he turned down a
number of top regional positionsin many donor organizations
because he chose to remain true to his intellectual calling
despite the every day challenges of donor politics etc.

We are poorer without Sam.

L’Afrique et le monde
intellectuel en deuil

| |

C' est unegrande perte pour I’ Afrique et le mondeintellectuel.

Paix ason ame.

Quele Seigneur I’ accueille dans son paradis!
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An Ode in Memory of Chimusoro Sam Moyo

You lent your brilliance to the environ-
mental think tank Zero, pulled us into the

n unimaginabl el oss has happened.
AOur phenomenal intellectual pan
African giant on land issues,
Professor Sam Moyo, has died following injuries sustained
during aterrible car accident in New Delhi, India. We arein

disbelief. Wearewaiting for him to come home. Wefeel ripped
apart with pain.

We grew up following you in our townships. We nicknamed
you Sekuru 'Chimusoro’, the one with the very big head. All
our parents wanted us to be exactly like you. At the end of
every school term, you would come home with areport card
full of number ones. Your armswould be laden with trophies
and certificates for best student in this subject; outstanding
record in that.

Your mother, Gogo Mavis Moya's face would beam with
enough joy to light up the whole continent. She was awoman
of her own accolades, apioneer black femal e broadcaster at a
timewhen radio was segregated by racism. But somehow your
achievements made her glow in the way that only a mother
can do.

We aways marveled at the shiny silver cups with your name
onthem. Playfully, youwould fill them with cherry plumjuice
and serve usto drink along with candy cakes. The pink icing
would crease between our fingers. Domestic chores, serving
those around you, never bothered you. You had such a deep
sense of the hospitality of food, and the power of sharing
drinks with those you loved, that we always felt welcome to
your side. Our great treethat bore so much fruit. Yeswewould
laugh, but you would steer us to talk about the thing that
mattered most to you; and even if we did not know it then, to
us. How to fully reclaim theland that was stolen by the colonial
forces.

Throughout your life, you carried your intellectual smartswith
so much ease. In your later years, when your trophies had
turned to degrees, you would seek us out so we could sit in
your seminars. At that time | think you were at the Zimbabwe
Ingtitute of Development Studies (ZIDS). Later on you moved
to SAPES and taught the SARIPS Masters Programme with
radical feministslike Dr PatriciaMacfadden you madeour brains
sweat. In the beginning wewould all look at each other unable
to write down some of the big words and theories you used.
And yet you persisted. Sharing your know-ledge with us,
crafting an epistemology around land and agrarian rights.
Together you showed us why land was acritical resource for
women to have ownership and control over.

When we tried to call you Prof, you would smile and say,
'vafanavangu, ndinonzi Sam - my youngsters, | amjust Sam.'
It didn't matter that you had 'eaten many books' asthe saying
usedto go. Youwould listento our elementary theories, nurture
us with love and suggest, 'let's write a policy brief on this
subject. That's how wewill changetheworld'.

Senegal based CODESRIA and intro-duced
us to people who wore Dashiki shirts as a form of political
expression. People whose papers you had photo-copied for
ustoread. Thiswasbefore computers. It wasthetime of type-
writers. Your scrawl wasimpossi bleto decipher, but we knew
that if we didn't figure out your handwriting, there would be
trouble. You could not abideintellectual laziness.

On Boodle Road, in Harare's Eastlea suburb you set up the
African Ingtitute of Agrarian Studies (AIAS). It was nothing
short of abold move. Thiswas Zimbabwe in the early 2000s
when land invasions were at their apex. Nothing could deter
you. Not physical threats, nor slurs to your name. And who
canforget theraid of your homeofficein Borrowdale. You put
your ubiquitous cigarette to your mouth and shock your head.
‘Why did they have to mess my papers up? | had order here'.
I would look at the piles and piles of papers you had and
wonder what kind of order you meant. Your officewasaproject
for aneat freak.

Last year, we danced until dawn in your front garden. Your
lawn groaned underfoot of our stampede. It was your 60th
birthday party. Food, music, friends and land politics. The
delicious chocolate cake was a creative meme of your desk.
Cellphone, books on land with the spine carrying your name.
And of courseyour friendsfrom all over theworld filled your
yard. Or skype feed.

By your side was your sweetheart and partner, the top human
rightslawyer Beatrice Mtetwa. We marveled at how possible
it wasfor two wonderful, strong and brilliant human beingsto
love each other so much. It made us feel good to see you
dancing. It was asif no one else was around as you smiled at
each other and twirled each other to Hugh Masekela'strumpet.
Power couples that publicly show each other affection and
validation are so very rarein our activist civil society worlds.
Wewere hoping for ahugeinternational Africanwedding and
had decided we were going to be in the bridal party. | don't
know how wewill comfort you Begtrice. | don't know how we
will comfort Gogo Moyo. What will we do for Sibongile and
her sisters?

Onthedays| forgot to call to check on you, you would ring.
And demand our company. 'l's Nancy (Kachingwe) around?
Whereis Saru? Let me make you Oxtail. Bring your friends
over'. You always offered your hometo us, whether you were
there or not.

Thank you for giving us so much of you Sekuru Chimusoro.

Siyabonga Moyondizvo. We will forever carry you in our
hearts. Broken asthey are by your untimely and devastatingly
painful death. Alone, sofar away from the homeland you fought
so hard for.
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A jamais dans mes travaux
et dans ma mémoire

Je suis profondément choqué par lanouvelle deladisparition
du Pr SAM MQOYO.

Il a forgé en moi une méthodologie spécifique aux études
fonciéres, aprés ma participation al'Institut sur le genre 2014.

En rentrant a Yaoundé dansl'avion, j'ai dévoré passion-nément
son ouvrage qui afait de moi un chercheur du foncier.

C'est cequejeretiensdelui, bien quejenel'aie pasren-contré
une seule fois.

Jevaisleciter dans mestravaux sur lefoncier.

Au CODESRIA, ma proposition: imprimons son portrait sur
fond de la derniére des couvertures des ouvrages quenous
produirons et sur nos badges ; ceci pendant le hombre de
jours prochains qui seraégal al'age auquel il est décédé.

Tu esajamaisdans mestravaux et dans mamémoire.

Crual Death

It was tragic to receive the news of Prof. Moyo's passing. |
cannot come to terms with the fact that the same sage with
whom we attended the CODESRIA General Assembly thispast
Junein Dakar, Senegal isno more. We al so attended the South
African Association of Political Sciences Colloquium at the
University of Johannesburg in August. How can death be so
crue?

May His Soul Rest in Peace!
Regards.

A wonderfull Generous Friend

|

The sense of utter desolation that one feels at the news of the
loss of Sam is beyond words. Sam was a wonderful and
generous friend, an inspiring colleague, an immensely active
and courageous scholar, and aremarkably dedicated member
of CODESRIA and oneof itsleading lights.

Fighting for Equality and Justice

| |

Dear comrade, activist of several struggles in Zimbabwe,
African continent and theworld | am still in shock, not wanting
tobelieve. Weknow weall die. But even soitisalwayshardto
deal with death, and of someone so committed with land and
so many other issues that divide human beings.

We met in Harare long ago, in the 90's at the Hivos Advisory
Group (HAG) and then with the Sapem activities, board,
conferences.

Andwemet at CODESRIA.
Wewill go onfighting for equality and justice!

Condolencesto the family!
Seeyou Sam.

A luta continua!

Sam Moyo nos acompafiara
siempre en las luchas por un

mundo mas, humano e igualitario

Queridosamigosy amigas,

Recibimoslatriste noticiadelaprematuramuerte de Sam M oyo,
miembro del Comité Ejecutivo de IDEASsY ex presidente del
Consgjo para el Desarrollo de la Investigacion en Ciencias
Socides (CODESRIA), lainstitucion hermanade CLACSOen
Africa.

Sam fue un destacado estudioso de la economia politica en
Zimbabwe. Se encontraba en Nueva Delhi, India, para
participar en una conferencia sobre "Cuestiones laborales en
el Sur g lobal", cuando € auto en el que vigjaba sufrié un
grave accidente. Luchd hasta ultimo momento por la vida,
perofalleci6 ayer, 22 de noviembre de 2015.

Sus temas de estudio fueron la ecologia politica, las nuevas
ruralidades, las organizaciones no gubernamentales y los
movimientos sociales. Publicé varios articul os, capitulos de
librosy lossiguienteslibros (como autor, co-autor o co-editor):
La cuestion agraria en Zimbabwe; El proceso de adquisicién
detierrasen Zimbabwe 1997/8: impactos Socio-Econémicos
y Politicos; La Reforma Agraria bajo €l ajuste estructural en
Zimbabwe; Las ONG €l Estado y la politica en Zimbabwe;
Politica Energética y Planificacion en el Sur de Africa;
Seguridad Ambiental en e Sur de Africa; Organizaciones
campesinas y democratizacion en Africa; La recuperacion
de la Nacion: El retorno de la cuestion nacional en Africa,
Asiay América; entre otros.
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Sam fue un activo colaborador del Programa Sur-Sur de
CLACSOy CODESRIA. Su obra: Recuperando latierra. El
resurgimiento de movimientos rurales en Africa, Asia y
Ameérica Latina fue publicada por nuestras instituciones y
esta disponible para descargar completa en nuestra Libreria
L atinoamericanade Ciencias Sociales.

(http://www.clacso.org.ar/libreria-latinoamericana/
buscar_libro_detallephp?id_libro=69& campo=atitor & texto=moyo)

Su fuerte sentido del panafricanismo y su solidaridad con los
pueblos del Sur nos han enriquecido permanentemente y nos
acompafiarén siempre.

CLACSO despide anuestro querido y admirado Sam M oyo,
sabiendo que esté donde esté, nos acompafiarasiempreen las
luchas por un mundo masjusto, humano eigualitario.

Respected Intellectual

[ )

Greetings, with tragic newsfrom Ebrima, whom you remember
isthe secretary of the Council for the Development of Social
Science ResearchinAfrica

We just received this evening the sad news of the passing
away of Professor Sam Moyo, former President of
CODESRIA. Sam was in India for a conference and got
caught up in a bad car accident and got seriously injured.
WEe' ve been getting regular updates about his condition all
day from our colleagues in Delhi. Unfortunately he didn’t
survive the serious injuries he sustained. May his soul
rest in peace.
Sam was from a peasant background and rose to become one
of Zimbabwe's - and Africa's - most respected intellectuals.
You will all remember him from Hong Kong and Chongging/
Chengdu video in commemoration of Vinod:http://
www.youtube.com/watch/=zJoDhM GTtkA& festure=youtu.be

At 10:30 in this wonderful video tribute to Vinod, you find
Sam, briefly expressing gratitudefor theexperience. Theskillful
film-maker found himin severa other placeswhich bring back
such warmmemories.

At our Centre for Civil Society herein Durban, Sam played
such awonderful role, especialy since he started visiting in
2012 and co-supervising our PhD students in 2014. He was
one of our Honorary Professors, and thereissomeinformation
about his career here:

http://ccs.ukzn.ac.za/default.asp?10,86,8,164

It was the trip to Chongging that allowed us to arrange that
position, one of many reasons | always|ook back four years,
with such admiration for our hosts.

| waslast with Samin Hararein August, at an excellent talk he
gave about Zimbabwe's agricultural sector: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-Y 6iBI3BOE andthisisagreat
explanation of his theory of the tri-modal land structure in
Africa: https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5--ZntJGh4

Tributes

In June, he was awarded for his enormous contributions to
Marxian palitical economy at the World Association for Politi-
cal Economy conference in Johannesburg; he was also made
avice-chairperson of that organisation.

For thoseinterested, see attached for alist of Google-Scholar
citations of hismost popular works and more YouTube links.
Below is the beginning of what | think is the last article he
published, and hislast interview. If youwould like more of his
published work, at least some of his articles and abook that |
can send asfiles, just et me know.

Thisisal very rough, just achance to say that we are losing
an exceptionally important intellectual and comrade this
weekend, and we owe it to ourselves and our tradition — and
to al who struggle to fuse knowledge and social progress,
wherever we may be — to kegp reminding ourselves of Sam's
legacy. And hisgenerosity of spirit. Wewill be posting further
memorial statementsabout hiswork and remarkablelifeat http:/
/ces.ukzn.ac.zathisweek

Sadly.

Irreparable Loss

Dear Ebrima

So long without getting in contact with you. | hope you are
both well

| am writting to you this time just to share my regrets and
sorrow for the demise of our friend Sam Moyo.

Although we have not met for along time, sincel had toleave
CLACSO, | have the best remembrances of the old times
together.

My sincereand profound condolencesfor thisirreparableloss.

Toujours le méme

Cher Ebrima,

C'est avec grande stupéfaction que je viens d’ apprendre le
décés accidentel de notre ami le Professeur Sam Moyo. Je
voudrais vous présenter atoi, Bayo, Francine, I’ ensemble du
personnel du Codesriaet alafamille de Sam mes condol éances
les plus attristées.

Ce quejeretiens surtout de Sam ¢’ est de le trouver a chaque
rencontre avec toujours son calme, la bonne humeur et un
petit sourire a I’endroit de tous. Une grande perte pour le
Codesria. Que le bon dieu I" accueille dans son paradis.

Regoistoutes mes amitiés.
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Astute Intellectual

Dear Claudio and colleagues,

What aloss... | think these are the words | can humbly share
with you now. It isreally a sad situation to lose a colleague
who was full of life, loved his work and was intellectually
astute with a broad footprint in many disciplines and
particularly on theland questions and agrarian issues, in very
detailedway. .. | am saddened by theloss. May hissoul restin
peace.

Kindest regards.

Giant of a Scholar

University of Malawi

| am till trying to get to terms with this devastating piece of
news. Theloss of Professor Sam Moyo hasreally shocked me
and reminded methat lifeistoo short. We havereally lost one
giant of ascholar. Very sad for the CODESRIA family.

Friend and Comrade

Dear dl,

Thisisaso hard news... so sad to hear it...

Sam was a so wonderful friend-comrade-brother.
Wewill al continue his struggle, together.

Fraternité,

Simplicity Without Ambiguity

J

Thedeath of Samisagreat losstoAfricain particular and the
generality of the Global South.

The few times | had one-on-one discussions with him, | was
greatly humbled by his simplicity cum humility void of any
ambiguity.

Theimportant lessonweall should learn from himisthat 'itis
honorable to pursue a course we believe in to the very end.

Thisdid Sam.

As they will say in the military, he died in the very active
service better.

Adieu, our beloved Sam

He impacted our Humanity

Colleagues,

Big Brother Sam Moyo touched usand impacted our humanity,
and influenced our intellectual growth in a profound way. |
aign myself with the sentimentsthat seek to honour him. Keep
thinking on the best way how, and | will conveneameetingin
January to chart the way forward. | am also thinking about a
festschrift. Sis Thoko Didiza has some suggestions aswell.

In the arena of human life the honours and rewards fall to
those who show their good qualities in action (Aristotle).

Regards.

In Memory of Sam Moyo

| |

t is hard to think of Sam in the past tense. It is deeply

saddening to cometo termswith theloss of thisillustrious

academic and son of Africa. Thelast timel saw Samwasat
the CODESRIA General Assembly in June 2015, in Dekar. Sam
was his usual warm and generous self. Clear in his
commitments, perceptive in his observations, and gentle in
making his point. We spent many amoment glipping out of the
sessionsto have acigarette outside the hotel . Sam, aseasoned
smoker; |, aseria quitter. Those were moments of chit-chat,
comparing notes, exchanging views, and generally enjoying
each other’s company. | will forever miss the warmth and
friendship of thiskind soul.

Sam was also a profound academic. He invited me once to
teach at the Summer School in Agrarian Studies that his
ingtitutein Zimbabwe organized. He assembled academicsfrom
Brazil, India, and different parts of Africaat Rhodes University
in Grahamstown, South Africa. | learnt so much at this
gathering that | was supposed to be teaching in! Sam’'s
personal work on Zimbabwe's multi-faceted land reform
processisastudy in academic courage, integrity, and commi-
tment. He trusted himself, stuck to the truth as he saw it, and
dirtied his hands in doing difficult fieldwork. He was
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characteristically generous to others when they finaly saw
the light and came over to hisway of seeing the issues.

Sam was al so aPan-Africanist of the highest calibre. His Pan-
Africanism was not shown in bombastic phrases, but in
practical, real-life, ways. Henever failed to answer any question
one had about goings-on in Zimbabwe. He stuck to the key
issues; | don't ever remember Sam having abad word to say
about anybody. Occasionally hewould makeapoint, followed
by a chuckle. His commitment was to the long suffering
peasantry of Zimbabwe. Hewas al so frequently refreshing his
knowledge of Nigeria by seizing the opportunity of our
infrequent meetings to ask questions about friends, people,
and events. Now and again, he would switch to Nigerian
pidgin-English to relish a point. He might have left Nigeria
many years ago, but he never let go of the country. Inhisheart
and concerns, Sam remained one of us. Aboveall, Sam’s Pan-
Africanism shone brightly in the invaluable duty he did for
African academiaby helping to steer the ship of CODESRIA
at avery critical periodinthelife of thisimportant institution.

| will sorely missyou Sam— courageous academic, and selfless
scholar in the cause of Africa. Aboveal, | will missafriend |
have cometo trust and respect. Our meetingswill never bethe
same without you.

My deepest condolences to his family, especially his mother,
his children, and his close relations. May you al, and his
colleagues at the Agrarian Institute, carry on the work where
Sam |l eft off.

Riche et impressionante production
scientifique

[ )

Chersamis,

C'est unebientristenouvelequecdledeladisparitiontragique
du Professeur Sam Moyo, chercheur et spécialiste des
guestions agraires et économiques de notre continent. C'est
une perte que la communauté des chercheurs engagés dans
les luttes libératrices de leurs peuples ne peut que ressentir.
Personnellement, sans avoir eu I'honneur de le connaitre, j'ai
pu en prendre |'immense mesure en prenant connaissance de
sa riche et impressionnante production scientifique. Et c'est
danslacontinuation de cecombat d'idées pour I'émancipation
nationale et sociale des peuples, je pense, que le meilleur
hommage peut lui &rerendu. Merci avoustousde Our Global
University dem'avoir permis de partager cet hommage.

All the best !

Tributes

Researcher and Enlightened
Political Analyst

Dear friends,

Thetragic accident that took the life of Professor Sam Moyo
has deprived us of agreat researcher and enlightened political
analyst on the agrarian question in Africathat has contributed
significantly to the orientation of liberation struggles. | have
not been lucky enough to know him personally, but reading
his books and his many articles helped me alot to know and
spread in my country, Ecuador, andin several forumsin Latin
America, social unrest and political conflictsin several African
countries.

Sam has undertaken a great flight, but his departure is only
physical because his thoughts and expectations of
emancipatory political transformation will remain an essential
referencein all continents.

An Intellectual not a Farmer;
An Academic not a Politician

The news of Sam's death reached me on my arrival in Johan-
nesburg yesterday morning. While it was not unexpected,
given the extent of his injuries, | still hoped that he would
somehow survive. Just before | boarded the planein Delhi on
Saturday night, Praveen sent mean smssaying, "Samissinking
further"

| feel bereft beyond words by his untimely departure and by
how very close he was to us in the Guest House when the
accident happened. On our way to Praveen'shousefor dinner,
we saw the damaged car of hisfatal accident. Sincethe news
wereceived about the extent of theinjurieswas understandably
unclear at thetime, it did not immediately appear that thiswas
serious because they were actually taken to the hospital in a
famousDelhi three-wheeler. But, when | saw the car, and how
damaged it was| becameinwardly worried and jittery.

My last memory of Sam, avery appropriate one at that, wasin
the car on our way to the conference on Friday morning, when
he announced that Prvaeen had stocked his fridge with atray
of beers which he invited us to share that Friday night. We
will never ever havethejoy of sharing adrink with him again
and there are so many other never evers, that | just can't think
straight today, in the knowledge that he is not with us any
more.
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I met Sam about 30 years ago at aconference and we've been
in touch ever since because our research interest coincided.
Most recently he was akey member in our SANPAD project
which produced the book, "The Promise of Land". Our paths
a so crossed in the Committee designed to prepare the way for
the establishment of the National Institute for the Humanities
and Social Sciences and of course in the Agrarian South
Network aswell asin CODESRIA.

There are two aspects of Sam that impressed me most about
hisintegrity: (i) Hewasoffered afarm as part of the Fast Track
Land reform Programme, which he refused saying that hewas
anintdlectual not afarmer. (ii) Hewasalso offered aministerial
job, which he refused saying he was an academic not a
politician. Thesearerareand admirable qualities.

L et us honour the memory of hislife and work in appropriate
way's across the world.

With deeply felt sadness.

Tireless and Unwavering

|

To mourn Sam isimpossibly difficult for me. It seemslikea
most cruel and twisted nightmare. Nightmare is not even the
right word — as nightmares end but thiswill not.

As some of you know, for well over adecade | was fortunate
to be very close to him, both professionally and personally.
Along with anetwork of comradesfrom different parts of the
world, particularly the Global South, Sam was tireless and
unwavering in his quest for a humane and just social order.
One of the institutional expressions of our shared dreams,
journeys and at times hunting together has been the Agrarian
South Network. Hewas not only the cementing force of it but
also its heart. The heart has been wrenched away and we
gasping for breath.

| can spesk forever for the great scholar, activist and everything
€else about Sam that has been shared in the massive outpouring
of grief fromall over theworld. But | am speechlessat theloss
of my brother Sam. Let me hide behind a few words from a
Nerudapoemtitled"So Many Different Lengthsof Time' which
have been haunting me since the early horrible hours of 22
November 2015.

" So how long does a man live, finally?

And how much does he live while he lives?

We fret, and ask so many questions-

then when it comes to us

the answer is so ssimple

A man lives for as long as we carry him inside us

for as long as we carry the harvest of his dreams

for as long as we ourselves live

holding memories in common, a man lives.

His lover will carry his man’s scent, his touch

His children will carry the weight of his love

One friend will carry his arguments

Another will hum favourite tunes

Another will share his terrors

And the days will pass will baffled faces

Finally a day comes when he will have

ceased to be separated by death

So how long does a man live after all?

A man lives for many different lengths of time."
| only wishthelongest possiblelifefor Sam, through hishugs,
touches, arguments, inspiration and hisinexorable quest for a

progressive social order, that many of us experienced in our
interactionswith him. Wewill never giveup onyou Brother Sam.

If the metaphor of * Gods Own Good Man’ isan apposite one—
it certainly holdsfor Sam.

For Inter-Asia School: In memory
of Professor Sam Moyo (1954-2015)

My last contact with Prof. Sam Moyo was on September 18,
2015. Thee-mail exchangeswere about concrete stepsto open
channels of intellectual interaction between Africa and Asia
after the Hangzhou (China) Forum on "Bandung/Third World
60 Years'. Like always, Sam responded quickly and
enthusiastically, listing a series of possible programs such as
tranglation of essaysand books, summer school and exchange
for postgraduate students, and biannual intellectual forum.
Now, with his sudden departure from us, | am not certain to
what extent we will be ableto implement and continuewhat he
has suggested but will have to try our best to continue his
"will toorganize".

Sam was anew friend. Most of usinvolved in the Inter-Asia
School project only met him very recently in the Hangzhou
gathering in April 2015. But Sam hasimmediately becomean
oldfriend oncewewerewith him. Hiswarm personality, open-
endedness, honesty, ability to act on the spot, and of course
love of beer and cigarette have won friendship and respect
from anyone around him. | wonder whether he alwaystravels
lightly with a carry on bag; once landed in Hangzhou, with
hugejet lag, he began to work and tunein smoothly. Over the
dining tables and post conference tour to the tea field and
West Lake, weall further learned about his erudite knowledge,
infinite curiosity of popular life, and immense sense of humor.

Before Sam left Hangzhou for home, he proactively initiated
theideafor someof usfromAsiato join CODESRIA’sAssem-
bly to happen in June. Two months later, Ikegami Yushihiko
and | (representing the Inter-Asia School) landed in Dakar.
For this reunion, Sam became the host of Africato welcome
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thetwo first timevisitorsfromAsia. In hishotel room, before
the Assembly started, we did a long and engaging interview
with Sam on the formation of CODESRIA from the 1970s
onwards. He generously shared with us hisreflexive analysis
and introduced us to several core members of the organiza-
tiontotalk tointhefollowing daysto come. During thismost
intense meeting ever, from morning till evening every day for
five days, we as outsiders began to have a sense of great
achievement this African circle of thought, which has nurtu-
red and produced brilliant scholarslike Sam, and in turn Sam
and others has contributed to build a community of trust for
the next generations to grow. In the past 40 some years, CO-
DESRIA'sPan-Africanismisableto construct asolid modern
intellectual tradition capable of analyzing difficult issuesand
troublesome problems from a continental perspective, brea-
king down the barriers of the nation-state boundary, and in
dialogue with global community of knowledge. Sam’s kind
invitation created a precious occasion for us to see what we
needtolearn from theAfrican intellectual community and what
is absent in Asia and beyond, though we understand the for-
mation of CODESRIA hashad itsown unique conditions. Prof.
Sam Moyo has left uswith the friendship of agenuine human
being for us, living in Asia and having the privilege to work
with him asacomrade, to treasurefor rest of our life, but, most
importantly, alegacy of histri-continental work, to which he
has been committed and wewill need to uphold. Samwill always
bewith usif wewill continuetheincompleteintellectual pro-
ject of Africa, Asiaand Latin-Americalinks.

A Poem for Sam Moyo

( J

There was this thing about Sam M oyo:

A forever sparkle in his eyes
A certain gliding motion in his walk
A heart the size of Love
forever trembling with care and tenderness
A voice that soothes even in rage-
amidst CODESRIA's countless arguments
his voice comes home with a soothing balm
A mind the pointed sharpness of laser beams
A Soul firmly Rooted in Ancestral Agrarian Soils

And oh! even the Smoke from his Serial Cigarettes

Curlsinto a Slender Prayer

Reaching out to God.
Accra, Ghana Nov. 25, 2015

Tributes

I come not to Mourn you

| come not to mourn you, Comrade

I'll shed no tear, my friend

| refuse to say ‘pol€e’; to say ‘sorry’

Why should 1?

| refuse to bury you

How can I?

For you live

You livein me

You live in many across the globe

Who loved you

Whose lives you touched

Whose hearts you cuddlied

Whose minds you tickled

I come to celebrate your living, Comrade

I'll toast to your ideas, my friend

Over a glass of sahara, and a plate of ‘nyama choma
In Rose Garden, in Sao Paulo, in New Delhi

I'll sing praises of Sahara, that unites the continent
As you did

I'll pontificate on Sahara, that embraces civilizations
As you preached and practiced

| know this is not a poem, nor a flowery prose
Porojo it may be

Who cares?

It's for my friend and comrade

For my compassionate companion

Straight from my heart and soul

Yes, it's for my friend and comrade

For, he lives

Thank you Sam Moyo

|

Likemany | feel atremendous sense of personal and collective
lossat Sam's passing. Thereis so much to thank him for: the
model hebuilt at the African Institutefor Agrarian Studies for
politically engaged, national ly based serious academic research
in Southern Africa; explaining the complexity of what wasgoing
on in Zimbabwe even as mainstream media (and academia)
polarised the debate into you are either with Mugabe or you
are against him; for his energising contributions to keeping
the project of land reform in Southern Africa on thefire; and
for hisindomitable humanism and empathy. My condolences
to hisfamily, his colleagues, his comradesand to usall.
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I Will Miss Sam

( )

Dear Ebrima,

| received your message while in Nigeria. | read it once and
immediately shut down my computer. It wasso bruta. | wasin
shock. | was supposed to have a Skype conversation with
Sam on the foll owing Wednesday and he had called my office
in my absence to confirm he had received the documentation
and would be back in Harare by Wednesday.

Andthenthis! For aweek at unexpected moments my thoughts
would drift towardshim and theinjustice (theway | feltit) of it
al. | cameacross Sam early after Zimbabwe independencein
Harare. | wasthen at IDRC in Nairobi and my organisation was
determined to accompany the research community of nascent
Zimbabwe. Hewas at ZIDSwith Tandikaand wasinseparable
from his mate Tom Shoppo who also had an untimely death.
Since the early 80s we have kept in touch despite leaving far
apart. | enjoyed hiscompany so much. | will misshim.

RIP

A sip, a Laugh, a Legacy:
Prof Sam Moyo

esat downfor adrink and to catch-up on work. We
Wargued and discussed different projects Sam was

busy with at the time. | ordered my usual gin and
tonic and he asked for a savanna light; then as if to make it
lighter, went on to dilute it with water. We looked at him
perplexed and asked why on earth anyone would add water to
savannaand hisresponsewas: ‘| am trying to watch my drink’.
Without much debate this was understood by all who sat at
the table that night. The subject was closed and we moved on
to other pressing and exciting matters. The land question,
agrarianreformin Zimbabwe, political transition and theland
grabs dogging the continent.

What isbut asmall blot to aman’simage, especially onewho-
seideashad shaped your thinking for asfar you could remem-
ber? Studying sociology | had become curious about the land
question in Africa. In a conversation with my father, | had
asked him about this. We are told the San are the oldest inha-
bitantsof Southern Africaand yet in Gantsi my mother’shome
area most of the San settlements were to be found on the
outskirts of the budding town, on thefringes of national parks,
the biggest cattle ranchesin the country and so forth. And my
father had said the San villages encirclethe Gantsi Town, they
are observing the movements of the new occupants of their
land and one day they will reclaim what is theirs. There a

curiosity was born; | wanted to understand how disposses-
sion of this magnitude takes place and what leads to a state
whereinjusticeisreally anormalisation of the abnormal. Un-
der the guidance of my mentor and supervisor Dr Onaenna
Selowane, | went about reading what | could get my handson
tolearn about land, rights, politics, identity and social justice
—and right up there were the works of Prof Sam Moyo.

You see Sam wasagreat thinker and fearlessscholar. A palitical
economist of note. At the height of the political crisis in
Zimbabwe and the Fast Track Land Reform Programme or
invasionsif you wish, Sam was amongst thefew scholarswho
acknowledged that land reform in Zimbabwe had benefitted
small scale farmers, therural poor. In hisvariouswritings he
argued that the popular assumption about failed land reform
in Zimbabwe was wrong. Instead, land reform programmes
despite benefiting the elite had been redistributive. The poor
had gained more than others and the extent of such benefit
had been wide enough to trigger significant progressive
changes in the agrarian structure.

To quote Prof Moyo writing about the land reform discourse
in the early 2000s this is what he had to say; ‘the debate has
focused on the immediate political motives of the FTLRP,
selectively highlighting its aspects of ‘violence', ‘disorder’,
and ‘chaos’, claiming that the ruling Zanu PF elite and the
state instrumentalised the FTLRP for electoral support and
that only Zanu PF cronies benefited. By neglecting to examine
the character and scal e of redistribution of the FTLRP, and not
looking at it from alonger historical perspective, theliterature
on Zimbabwe's agrarian reform is deprived of a crucial
viewpoint.!

Prof Moyo drawing over three decades of research went about
to set the record straight. This was a highly unpopular view
but he stuck to it. Sadly enough it isthe work of 1an Scoones
that is often cited to tell the story of the success of the land
reform in Zimbabwe and itsimpact on thelives of small-scale
farmers. The New York Times even ran a story back in 2012
about the new black tobacco farmers, beneficiaries of thefast
track land reform process —the title was ‘ In Zimbabwe Land
Takeover, aGolden Lining'2 Sam Moyo did not glorify thefast
track land programme though he also critiqued theland reform
process and pointed out its flaws, acknowledging the uneven
distribution of land among beneficiaries of the land reform
programme. He acknowledged that some especially the palitical
elite had received larger alocations than others. Thisin turn
influenced skewed access to farming services and
infrastructure. But that said, the bottom line was the peasants
had benefitted. While the articlein the NY T was celebrated,
Scoones widely quoted, Prof Moyo received wide criticism
for the same views. We don’t acknowledge and celebrate
African scholarship enough. We second guess our own and
often we are quick to label and discredit them.

The Agrarian Institute was born and Prof Sam
Moyo’s legacy lives on

But that was Sam’s work on Zimbabwe. He dedicated his
scholarship to other parts of the continent too. He was a Pan-
Africanist of note. He served as the President of the Council
for the Development of Social ResearchinAfrica(CODESRIA)
from 2009-2011). Hewasaresearch professor a the Zimbabwe
Institute of Devel opment Studies, and taught at the Universities
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of Calabar in Nigeriaaswell as Zimbabwe and served on the
boards of many organisations.

With most of hisachievementswhat stood out for me wasthe
African Ingtitute of Agrarian Studies. Prof Moyo set up the
Ingtitute in late 2002. The main objective of taking on such a
bold step was to influence land and agrarian reform policies
through multidisciplinary social science research, policy
dialogues, training and information. Sam never lost sight of
one thing he was passionate about. This would not be an
institute that would do research for the sake of it. Heultimately
wanted to mobilise scholarsto provide advice and mediatein
the policy making processes so astoimproverurd livelihoods.
He often lamented the limited relevant knowledge and training
programmesto tackle the contemporary agrarian crisisthat is
emerging in the continent. The low agricultura productivity,
food insecurity, unemployment, poverty, and unsustainable
natural resources utilisation, whileredressing the growing loss
of rights to land, food and a clean environment. To respond
to this challenge, Prof Moyo argued that a critical mass of
analysts and civil society advocates needs to be built to
influence shifts in the policy environment. This should also
promote civil society organisations to better support the
advocacy of those whose rights are infringed upon. His
argument was the current knowledge production and policy
analysis institutions have, due to their limited disciplinary
curriculafailed to fill this gap. They serve too few potential
agrarian analysts and focus on limited market and business
models. Their learning processes cater for a narrow range of
views and exclude the perspectives of those who use political
economy and rights-based approaches to policy making and
advocacy.

Out of this critique, the Agrarian Institute was born and its
flagship programme the Agrarian Summer School was
launched. The Summer School contributes to filling this gap
by providing training to postgraduate studentsand civil society
activists in Africa, and promoting research relevant to
understanding and addressing agrarian justice and inequitable
resource rights on the continent. This programme was a
reflection of Sam’'s commitment to building skillsfor critical
thinking and mentoring young scholars. Hedrew on hissocial
capital to bring together some of the best brains in the field
who spent days of their time teaching young scholars and
providing them with feedback ontheir research. Guest lecturers
haveincluded thelikes of Prof ParisYeros University Federal
doABC Brazil, Prof Dzodzi Tsikaka University of Ghanaand
current President of Codesria, Praveen Jha and Jawaharla
Nehru University, New Delhi among others. Partners in the
Agrarian Consortium that emerged out of these effortsinclude
the Rhodes University, Haki Ardhi, University of Dar es Salaam
(Tanzania) and Civil Society Organizations, HAKIARDHI The
Land Rights Research & Resources Ingtitute (Tanzania), and
Trust for Community Outreach and Education (South Africa)
and other in research and training of postgraduate students,
with the support of key research institutionsin Brasil (Federal
Universitiesof ABC and Brasilia) and in India(Jahwara Nehru
University Centre for Economic Studies and Planning). The
Agrarian Summer School is widely recognised in the region
and internationally, thereis growing demand within the Global
South for participationinit. Many who have been through his
hands have gone off to do great things.

Tributes

The last time | saw Sam was in August and over a glass of
wine, lots of laughter and this time nothing was diluted, we
plunged straight into another heated debate over a highly
political and controversial issue. That of Cecil thelion. That
evening many questions were asked, whose narrative is it?
What was the impact of the international campaign on the
livelihoods of rural communities who rely on tourism and
sustainable use of wildliferesourcesfor their local economies?
Wherewasthe voice of the African scholarsand practitioners
in the conservation field? What do communities have to say,
where is the platform? The gquestions went on and on. That
was Sam; there was laughter, sipping and critical thinking.

Sam you are one of whom it can be said that " akekho ofana
nawe" (there is none like you). Rest in eterna peace dear
brother, colleague, mentor and comrade!!! You planted many
ideas and these will live on!

Notes

1. See Moyo, S. Three decades of agrarian reform in Zimbabwe. 2011.
In Journal of Peasant Studies. Vol. 38, No. 3, July 2011, 493-531

2. See Lydia Polgreen, 2012. In Zimbabwe Land Take Over, a Golden
Lining.http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/21/world/africal/in-
zimbabwe-1and-takeover...

An Intellectual and an Activist

[ ]

The singular life that was Sam Moyo has |eft a legacy

that isas sprawling as hislabor. Asan intellectual and

an activist, Sam was identified with multiple causes
and movements, in and out of Zimbabwe and Africa. Most
conspicuously, though, in the public arena he was associated
with the land question. For exactly a century and another
quarter this year, the year of Sam’s passing, since the cursed
implantation in 1890 of British colonialism, land hasbeenthe
single most persistent theme in the politics, economy and
society of Southern Rhodesia turned Rhodesia turned
Zimbabwe. All serious students (and even some not-so-serious
ones) of Zimbabwe, then and now, whether employing the
nonfictional or fictional form, have had to confront in oneway
or another theland question, or itsmultiplerelations, whichis
to say every other serious social question. No scholar of
Zimbabwe, barring none, writinginwhatever field, inwhatever
era, of whatever political stripe, hasmatched Samin dedication,
perception and rigor on the land question. More than anyone,
too, he globalized the Zimbabwean land question, ensuring
its inclusion on the agenda of masses and movements
struggling over land anywhere and everywhere in the world.
He did so, again, in the face of great odds, his pen arrayed
against princes and powers near and far, in and out of
Zimbabwe, from state houses to mass media to cloistered
academy. His life, labor and legacy stand tall and erect, a
monument to scholarship and struggle alike.
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The Pan-African World has been
Robbed of one of its Finest and
Progressive Scholars: A Tribute to
Sam Moyo

nce again Africa has lost one of its finest and
progressivetowering intellectualsto an accident; yet
another robbery.

When the sad and painful news of the death of a brother,
comrade, and teacher like Professor Sam Moyo occurs, there
isahigh temptation of getting into a conspiracy theory mood
of some sort. One such theory isthe possibility of aninvisible
hand behind a cleanly hatched plot to take away from usthe
few Africanswho are dedi cated to our perennial and protracted
struggle. Such conspiracy theories are lent credence by the
timing of these incidents; when such dedicated intellectuals
are needed the most.

Examples of incidentsthat make sense only within the context
of aconspiracy theory abound in our political history. At the
political revolutionary front, no serious observer of theAfrican
political landscape is naive to waste time to debate the issue
of whether or not there is a conspiracy and a hidden hand
when we lost, as it were, the Samora Machels, Thomas
Sankaras, John Garang, Chris Hani et al to "accidents' or
seemingly home grown assassinations. Those questions, to
all intents and purposes, are settled in the minds of
progressives however mysteriousthey are still madeto appear.

But to lose some of our best and finest intellectual Jactivists
of the likes of Claude Ake, Tajudeen Abdul-Raheem, Sam
Moyo, et a, to accidents makesit appear asif these accidents
are also planned to rob us of our progressive intellectuals
who are carrying out revolution by other means: activist
scholarship directed at delivering the desired social justice.

In the midst of the contemporary scramble for land in Africa
by trans-national companies under the pretext of extractive
sector led growth in the southern African region aswhole and
SouthAfricain particular, Africacanill afford toloseaprecious
gemlike Sam Moyo, our beloved learned guru and passionate
scholar of the political economy of land of our time.

Sam Moyo, affectionately called Sam by friends and
colleagues, like al great scholars of his stature, you meet and
know them before you meet themin person. In other words, 1,
likemany others, read someof hiswritingsand met him several
timesin footnotesin the usual academic citations: "'see Moyo,
S.," and al so saw hiswritings quoted copiously by academics,
students, and policy makers.

Even though | am not a student of agrarian studies in the
formal sense, my interestsin all matters pan-Africanist, drew
me to his passionate and incisive scholarship in regard to
suchissues. This"Damascus moment" followed abook | read

asastudent in 1989 which | foundto bean original thinkingin
understanding the different typologies of state systems in
Africa, especially the peculiarity of state systems in the
southern African context. Thisbook was entitled: Zimbabwe:
The Political Economy of Transition, edited by Ibbo Mandaza
and published by CODESRIA, 1987.

Thisbook, in my humble view, built up on an earlier seminal
work by HamzaAlavi, "The State in Post-Colonial Societies,
New L eft Review, 1972. Thethesisdevel oped by HamzaAlavi
unarguably equipped academicsand practitionerswith agood
conceptua framework for analysing and understanding the
characteristics of the post-colonial state and even predicting
certain scenarios of the same.

In the said book, Palitical Economy of Transition, Mandaza,
Moyo et al, persuasively distinguished post white settler
colony fromthe"normal" post -colonial societies. Specifically,
they provided a sound paradigm in explaining the political
economy of post white settler countries like Rhodesia—
Zimbabwe, South West Africa-Namibia, and South Africa

Sam Moyo's chapter in the book dealt with hisfavouritetheme
of his celebrated expertise, the ‘Land Question’. It gave the
reader avery profound and penetrating analysis of the difficult
question of land ownership and its redistribution in a post
white settler colony and how the same processes do impact
classstructure of post independent Zimbabwe and production
in the agricultural sector of its economy. This was my own
baptism of the land politics in southern Africa and how that
spills over into issues of human rights.

The Southern African Regional Institute for Policy Studies
(SARIPS) was established during this same period, mid-1980s,
and Sam wasone of itsfounding researchers. Informed by the
experiences of the region, the Institute produced numerous
high quality publications on race, class and gender. Those
were the days when one waited for the monthly publication,
the SAPEM. Sam wrote numerousarticleson land reform and
related it to complex issues of development, democracy, and
human rights. They were so well written that even "lay
persons’, like mysdlf, felt wewere experts of theland question
insouthern Africa. Small wonder then that Sam made enormous
contribution to the Zimbabwean land reform by heading
technical teams that advised the president.

The more | read Sam, the more | respected him as not just
academic qua academic but a scholar with a clear sense of
mission and vision: social justicein Africa. Hewas against the
politics of dominance. Sam believed, as was stated by one of
Africa's great thinkers, Thandika Mkandawire, that Africa’s
sovereignty should be extended to the "realm of scientific
mastery of the continent’s reality and destiny"”.

Truly, most of Sam’sworks exposed mythol ogies of concepts
and notions of land in Africa by "external”, especially neo-
liberal scholars. He deconstructed a lot of held theories on
land asthey related to peasants, state intervention, role of the
market, who really were the producers food crops and cash
crops in post white settler Zimbabwe. He was never shy of
debating and exposing contradictions, paradoxes and ironies
in arguments by advocates of the status quo on land issuesin
Africa. Above all, he was an empiricist who sustained all his
arguments with well researched data.
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Encountering Sam Moyo

In 2004 when | was appointed by the United Nations (UN) as
a Senior Legal & Policy Advisor to Zimbabwe, effectively |
was the advisor on international human rights law in the
country. Barely aweek after my arrival inthe country, | asked
my driver to take me to SAPESto try and see Ibbo Mandaza,
and Sam Moyo in person having met them only in "books"
until then. When | got there, luckily | met Ibbo who was at
post. After introducing myself and exchanging pleasantries |
was given avisitors book to writein. | stated my admiration
for the progressive scholarship as championed by Ibbo and
Sam Moyo and wrote about how | met them when | read their
book on political economy of transition especially the theory
of post white settler colony and the land question. | inquired
about Sam, but he had left and atwo month effort to track him
wasinvain.

In August of that year, 2004, the government had proposed a
Bill to regulate the activities of NGOs. On the face of it, this
should have been treated like any other proposed Bill of a
legislature. But not in post 2000 Zimbabwe, after the land
reform. It wasahighly polarized society, with several levelsof
cleavages but mainly between the government, African
missions, especially SADC countries on one hand, and the
opposition MDC, donors, and some NGOs on the other hand.

According to the government, the Bill was the best thing that
ever happened since it was going to, in its view, regulate the
activities of NGOs which were covertly involved in partisan
party politics. To the other group, it was adraconian piece of
legislation at aimed undermining freedom of association and
expression in the country, and therefore ahuman rightsissue.
I had the unfortunate task of analysing and advising the UN
onthe proper lineto take on the Bill in line with international
and regional human rights standards. | presented the UN'’s
position which was balanced and seen as fair; a win-win
situation for all actors.

Consequently, President Mugabe made it known to the
Parliament that he was persuaded by the UN argument and
will not sign the Bill into law. This situation brought me into
contact with aspectrum of the national and international actors
in the country, including one Sam Moyo whom | was told,
wanted to see me about the NGO Bill. | wondered if it wasthe
same Sam Moyo, whose works | had read and had
unsuccessfully tried to track down. It happened to be him! At
our meeting, hisfirst reaction wasthat thelegal analysis| had
donewas contextual, fair and balanced. | told him how pleased
| was to meet him in person, an encounter which led to us
signing a covenant of brotherhood in our hearts and re-
affirming our mutual belief in the pan-Africanism.

Zimbabwe was never the same for me as he became my prop
and guided me through alot of political |landmines. Sam was
intellectually honest and had madeit apoint to be on the side
of justice. Inthe polarized Zimbabwe of that time, each group
took an absol ute position with noroom for grey areas. A scholar
like Sam would not smplistically and blindly follow any group.
He took a fundamental position that land reform was to
empower poor peasants and ordinary folks that each group
felt he was not on their side.

Sam knew when invocation of human rightswas really about
the rights of people and when certain national strategic
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interestswere wrapped up and presented as human rights. He
lamented the appropriation of international law and human
rights for hegemonic politics in peripheral societies by
dominant actorsin the global system.

| learnt a lot from Sam. | eventually contracted him as a
consultant to develop a framework for a dialogue between
NGOsand thegovernment on thedifficult and politicised issue
of civil society’s relationship with the government. To this
day, | have not come across any such comprehensive study
that presentsdifferent typologiesof civil society organizations
in the country and the complex interface with government,
donors and how these factors play themselves out in CSOs
work in the country. It was hailed as a masterpiece and blue
print which guided our work in the UN then.

With Sam the Professional, Political were also
Personal

Feminist scholars in their deconstruction of held notions by
patriarchy have taught us many things. To them, no assumption
is God/Allah given or natural. One such a case is the divide
between the public and the private. For instance, in
international human rights law, they concede that there is a
private sphere and public realm, but rights are better protected
when these separate spheres exist in an organic relationship.
Feminist scholarstherefore enjoin usto analyse progressives
on personal level to test their consistency. To al intents and
purposes, Sam passed that test with flying colours.

In recent years, the donor factor hasresulted in some African
states, civil society, and even academic actorsdl playing games
to survive including shielding scientific truths that in their
mind a donor may not like to hear. Sam would have none of
thisdilemma. Sam asascholar wasfirst and foremost ascientist
who incessantly searched for the truth employing concepts
and dispassionate methodologies.

However, his value position was the quest for social justice.
Throughout the years that | knew him, he never apologized
for that. Thisexplainsthe principled position hetook in favour
of land reform in Zimbabwe and his disagreement with the
market-driven argument that any stateinterventionintheland
would distort the market. He was always looking out for the
poor and the disenfranchised in our societies. | remember
engaging him on Goran Hyden’'s theory of uncaptured
peasants and the experience of Ujama in Tanzania as an
experiment that died at birth because land should not be made
availableto any poor peasant to "waste" as Goran Hyden et al
argued.

This engagement was a deliberate provocation to get his
insights about the status quo in South Africa and the media-
driven sensational discourse on Zimbabwe post 2000 land
reform. His answers were always analytical, nuanced and
dispassionate. Heawaysarrived at conclusionsthat had social
justice and human rights as the end state and showing that
these goals are not inhibitive to efficient agricultural
production.

He never, like Amicar Cabral, romanticised the peasants and
their abilities and limitations. On the private personal level,
Sam wasthe same; very niceand just person, whotook friends,
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brothers and sisters seriously. His house in Harare became a
home and a rendezvous for comrades and brothers, and was
very good at entertaining. | wasalwaysinvited to hishousein
Harare for an event. And he saw to it that every guest was
very happy chez lui.

Each time | got visitors such as Tajudeen visiting me in
Zimbabwe, | knew the first guest would be Sam. We could
discussintellectual issuesuntil dawn. Hewasvery good with
his beers with Tgju as | watched on as an amateur. Later, in
2008, when | had to go to Sierra Leone to take up another
assignment with the UN, | made sure | advised the UN to get
him over to help withland issuesin that country, and between
2009 and 2010 he did a brilliant job for the government with
policy papers on land reform in that country some of which
have already informed new legislation and repeal of others.

Whenever he visited, he stayed with me for sometime and as
aways, his company was joyous with incredible high sense

of humour and satire. | will forever miss Sam'’s giggles and
teases of Africans. Nothing amused him most than pretentious
petty bourgeois life style of some of the palitical classes.

Sam will Live Long After his Death

My personal consolation at this painful hour is that scholars
of the stature of Sam never die, for generations to come, no
student, serious academic, and policy maker can produce any
credible study or policy document on complex issues of land
in Africa, without ploughing through the numerous works
handed down by Professor Sam Moyo. He did alot of good
for the pan-African world. We will all sorely miss Sam! Viva
Sam!

*  Fellow/Guest Lecturer, International Law, School of Advanced Study,
ICWS, University of London & Member of the Inner Temple, Inns
of Court of England & Wales. Former Senior Legal and Policy
Advisor of the UN in Zimbabwe, 2004-2007.

member and aformer staff member.

legacy.
Dzodzi Tsikata

Professor Sam M oyo’sfuneral

Today was an incredible day. Zimbabweans came to mourn abeloved son, and wereimpressed by all the outpouringsfrom
around the world. Praveen Jha's tribute had a beautiful Pablo Neruda poem in his tribute which was read at the burial
service aswas Shivji's poem to Sam. Also read was Madam Zuma's|etter. M ourners came from far and near and included
members of government in Zimbabwe and South Africa. The academics present were asked to be pallbearers, soweall went
and carried Sam’s coffin to the hearse. Therewasalot of high emotion at different points, but the most difficult waswhen
Quondisile spoke so movingly about her father’slove for his daughters. The music was sublime and very comforting.

After the service, we droveto Glen forest, anew private cemetry to bury Sam. Those who wanted to, were invited to put
asinglewhiteroseinthegrave. Therewasa CODESRIA delegation of eight —myself, the current Executive Secretary, two
former executive secretaries, one executive committee member and one former executive committee member, one staff

Now we havelaid Sam to rest, may the healing process begin and may we begin to work in different waysto betrueto his
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Sam'’s Children were the Light of
his Life

ne of the amazing things about Sam Moyo is that
Olhough he led athoroughly professorial life, writing
papers, attending conferences and publishing books
and articles, Sam always had timefor people. Heloved people
in the greatest sense and that love was returned in equal

measure, as shown by the outpouring of emotions since his
fatal accident two weeks ago.

From the start of our marriage in 1992, it was apparent that
family lifewasvery important to Sam. Every Sunday wevisited
Gogo (Sam’smother, MavisMoyo) and some of hissiblingsin
Harare, Lindiwe and Phahla, or Rhey and Julie, or Mabhena
and Winnie. Outside Harare, Sam always looked for
opportunitiesto visit Nkosanain London, John and Sharonin
Lusaka, and Mikein Gweru, or Josh Nyoni whowas practically
abrother. Other regular family visits were to Gogo Khethiwe
and Khulu Liberty Mhlanga, or to Auntie Sheila, or to the
Mubis and Munyatis. Among other close friends who were
likefamily members, Sam considered Chloe Paul asakindred
spirit.

Sam’schildren werethelight of hislife. Sibongile, Thabisile,
Samantha, Qondisile and Zandile brought him such joy and
inspired himto build and keep building for the future. Because
of hisbusy travel schedule, Sam could not attend every school
event of hischildren, but he made timeto mentor them. When
they were young his mentoring was about monitoring their
behaviour and incul cating decent values. Asthey grew older,
it was about their education and professional development.
Sam loved going ontripswi amily and regularly took the girls
toVictoriaFallsor to placeslike Bulawayo, Great Zimbabwe,
Lake Kariba, Hwange National Park, South Africa, Beiraand
Chobe National Park.

Equal to Sam’slovefor peoplewashislove of ideas. By pulling
together people and ideas, Sam created great valueintheworld.
He was an institution builder who drew people to his cause.
WithYemi Katerere, he had set up the Zimbabwe Environment
Research Organisation (ZERO) while on the staff of the
Zimbabwe I nstitute of Development Studies of the University
of Zimbabwe. After the SAPES yearswith Ibbo Mandaza, Sam
created the African Ingtitute of Agrarian Studies and arecent
great innovation was the establishment of Agrarian South
journal. Sam’s engagement with Codesriawas always pivotal
and he valued deeply his relationship with scholars such as
ThandikaMkandawire and Adebayo Olukoshi, not to mention
the numerous South African scholars whom he visited and
wasvisited by frequently. Among feminist scholarswith whom
Sam engaged during the 1990s, Elinor Batezat Sisulu, Peatricia
M cFadden, Micere Mugo and AmaAtaAidoo wereimportant
figures. From his youthful days as a student in Sierra Leone
during the Rhodesian eraand later asateacher in Nigeria, Sam
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continued to nurture relationships with like-minded
intellectuals he had connected with outside his home
environment, such as with the Trinidadian scholar David
Johnson.

Sam’stalent for adding value put those who lived or worked
with him under great pressure. Anyone who stepped into his
home officewould be put to work, researching issues, editing
documents, staying up till 3am to ensure work would be
submitted on time because Sam was alwaysvery professional
about meeting his deadlines.

Sam'’skindnesswaslegendary. He always extended a hel ping
hand and would never reject any plea for assistance. There
were weekend invitations for almost everyone he met and at
Christmas hewould invite devel opment partnerswho had not
been able to make it home. His kindness and his dynamism
ensured that there were always peoplein our home, including
many enduring friends who are mourning this week all over
theworld.

Sam and | enjoyed a fruitful marital and intellectual
collaboration for many years. Though our marriage ran
aground in the 2000s, we remained great friends, regularly in
touch over our mutual interests, primarily the children and
aso, inevitably, theinexhaustible topic of the political economy
of Africa

Sam Moyo; Our Colleague,
Mentor, and Friend

riend; our inspiration on how to conduct research and
make your conclusion irrespective of what political
persuasion one wants to pigeon-hole you into. Sam's body
wasinterned at Glen Forest Cemetery, very closeto hishome.
Tears have away of deciding when to flow liberally and they
did today. What can we say, who will we rely on for refined
theoretical and conceptual analysisthat was located in sound
empirical data? It certainly isatough question to ask; difficult
to answer and of course the Daily Nation did not help much
withitsmisplaced titleto my column. But at least, at apersonal
level, | was blessed to walk with atitan when | served on the
CODESRIA Executive Committee. Life hasafforded merare
privileges in the academy; it continues to afford me those
privileges. | can only be grateful. My colleagues Bhekinkosi
Moyo, Pinkie Mekgwe, Tendai Muriso and Adebayo Olukoshi;
my sister Thoko Didiza were present and we were sitting
together. There were many others including Ebrima Sall,
LenkaBulaPuleng, and M zee ThandikaMkandawire.

Fnal ly, werested Sam Moyo; our colleague, mentor, and
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A la Mémoire de Sam Moyo

L a disparition brutale de Sam Moyo nous a laissé sans
VoiX. Sam était un ami personnel tréscher.

Sam comptait parmi les fondateurs des activités que nous
animons depuis plusieurs dizaines d' années dans le cadre du
Forum du TiersMonde et du Forum Mondial desAlternatives.
D’ emblée, lorsque nous nous sommes rencontrés, Nous avons
compris qu'il était, au-dela de ses qualités de chercheur
scientifique cultivé et intelligent, un militant courageux et
déterminé de la cause des peuples et des nations, delasienne
(leZimbabwe) et decellesdel’ Afrique et du Grand Sud. Notre
collaboration étroite n’ adonc jamai s cessé de nous rapprocher
chaque jour davantage.

Les travaux majeurs de Sam s organisaient autour de la
guestion agraire. Sam avait compris que le déploiement dela
stratégie de I'impérialisme ne pouvait rien produire d’ autre
gue la destruction sauvage et tragique des mondes ruraux et
paysans en Afrique et en Asie.

Sam avait pristoute lamesuredelamiseen cavre systémeatique
de cette palitique criminelle a partir de I’ expérience de son
propre pays : des millions de paysans expropriés pour donner
lesterres de leurs ancétres a quelque milliers de colons. Il en
avait saisi lesensdramatique et de cefait prisrésolument parti
pour laréforme agraire entreprise par Mugabe, quellesqu’ en
soient les limites que Sam mesurait, et dénoncé I’ hypocrisie
de la Grande Bretagne qui se refuse toujours a honorer ses
engagements dans ce domaine.

Sam ne se contentait pasd’ analyser laréalité et d’ en dénoncer
latragédie. || aapportéune contribution majeurealaformulation
del’ aternative humaine en réponse au défi ; et danscet esprit
précisé ce que pourrait étre un projet souverain de dévelop-
pement authentiquement national et populaire, porteur
d’ avancées démocratiques et, dans son cadre, d’ un projet de
renouveau de la production paysanne. |l savait situer le
combat pour I'avancée de cette alternative dans son cadre
politique national et international ; il savait que ce combat
était indissociable delalutte despeuplescontrel’ impériaisme
d hier et d’aujourd’ hui. Il avait le courage d’en analyser les
tenants et aboutissants et de confronter les propositions qu'il
en déduisait aux mauvais arguments des défenseurs du
prétendu néolibéralisme.

Sam était devenu un pilier de nos groupes de réflexion sur la
question agraire en Afrique et dans le Sud. A cetitre il avait
organisé de magnifiques tables rondes — entre autre a
I’occasion de nos interventions dans les Forums Sociaux
Africains et Mondiaux — permettant aux meilleurs des
spécialistes des trois continents, engagés dans les luttes avec
leurs peuples et leurs paysans, d’ examiner ensemblecequ’il y
avait de particulier a chacune de leur expérience et ce qui les
réunissait dans un combat commun pour I’ émancipation sociale
et politique de toutesles nations concernées. Sam était le Vice

Président du Forum Mondial desAlternatives pour I’ Afrique
australe. |1 était ledirecteur del’ African I nstitute for Agrarian
Sudies; et cetteingtitution majeure comptait elle-méme parmi
les membres les plus actifs du « réseau de réseaux » que
constituent le Forum du Tiersmonde et le Forum Mondial des
Alternatives.

Les travaux de Sam et de ses collegues ont fait I’objet de
nombreuses publications remarquées. Deux ouvrages
collectifs parus quel ques mois seulement avant lamort tragique
de Sam portent I’ empreinte de samagnifique contribution :

The struggle for food sovereignty, Alternative Devel opment
and the Renewal of Peasant Society today ed by Remy Herrera
and Kin Chi Lau (Publication du Forum Mondial des
Alternatives, Pluto Press, London 2015).

Réponses radicales aux crises agraires et rurales africaines,
sous la direction de Bernard Founou-Tchuigoua et
AbdourahmaneNdiaye (Publication CODESRIA, Dakar 2014).

L'un des auteurs de ce dernier ouvrage, notre ami Issaka
Bagayogo est lui également disparu en 2015.

Les textes produits par Sam sont et resteront au centre des
préoccupations de tous ceux qui poursuivent son combat pour
I” Afrique et ses paysans.

The Grim Reaper came too early
for my brother, Sam

| )

and | met through Codesria two decades ago, and
g%‘DESRIA made possible much of our subsequent

araderie and even collaboration. Therewasaspecial
affinity we shared, but | truly admired how he had strived
patiently over so many yearsto advance his nuanced analysis
of the Zimbabwe agrarian reforms against the dominant
Western narrative of it being an unmitigated disaster. Even his
eventual international vindication was due to the Western
publication of a UK collaborator’s study rather than to
appropriate acknow-ledgement of hisown pioneering findings.
But as others have noted, Sam put thisin perspective and was
appreciative of the vindication and did not begrudge the others
for amoment.

At the risk of sounding like an unoriginal cliché, Sam truly
sought not only to interpret the world, but also to change it.
Theworld has changed and all of uswithit.

When | joined the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
in mid-2012, there were few people | could turn to, who had
retained serious interest in agrarian challenges in the face of
the changing fads of the last few decades. Thus, as my
attention returned to agrarian issuesin recent years, | cameto
rely on his counsel ever more. Consequently, | saw more of
Sam than almost any other collaborator.

Years before, we had surveyed the self-destructive trajectory
of the major better Western academic journals on agrarian
problems, but it was Sam who acted on this analysiswith his
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initiative, Agrarian South. Sam’scommitment was al so evident
in hisefforts over theyears, which others can better testify to.

In Ghanalast year, while addressing inequality, he articul ated
—for posterity —amasterly overview of thethreemain agrarian
transformationsin Africawith histypical modesty. Thisyear,
inAccraagain, he sensitized trade union activistsin Africato
the agrarian question. Before that, in Hangzhou, a capital of
Chinacenturies ago, he spoke to the contemporary relevance
of the historic 1955 Afro-Asian solidarity conference. In
between, whilein Rome, hetook time off with my wifeto tour
historic sitesin the eternal city. In Durban in September, we
conspired on what we should and would do together next.

El Che spoke of the revolutionary being profoundly inspired
by love. Sam loved his daughters and his partner Beatrice,
always speaking of them with great affection and pride. He
was always loyal to his friends, but also found ways of
acknowledging and addressing differences. Asan experienced
political activist, he painstakingly tried to persuade others to
seek compromises in the larger interest. Yet, he also knew
when to act decisively.

A lutacontinua. | believe Sam would echo Joe Hill in saying,
don’'t mourn, organize.

Goodbye Sam: Brother, Comrade,
Fighter and Friend

| raninto Sam, seated in the departure lounge after a

workshop on the land questions that he devoted his
intellectud lifeto. We shared abeer, talked with intimacy about
his life and mine, how both are inflected with the disparate
ancestral and present-day contradictions that typify our
generation, and discussed how these might inform both
intellectual endeavours and activism. On this occasion, Sam
reflected on the early days he spent in Calabar, Nigeria, and
how the very different organization of land that he found In
West Africa transformed his hitherto Southern African
thinking. We reminisced too, recalling earlier visions of what
the African scholarly community could become. A favourite
we shared isthe often-discussed dream of an‘ African Bellagio’
(whichwewould namedifferently, of course), possibly onthe
shoresof Lake Maawi, whereAfrican scholarsand researchers
could overcome the vagaries of our variously precarious
conditions, coming together to concentrate our best energies
and skills, to re-inspire and re-connect, and to pursue the
redistributive transformations that lie ahead, that we know
must happen.

K otokalnternational Airport, Accra, wasthelast place
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A complex personal history may go some way to explaining
Sam'’s remarkable, incisive and visionary intellect, and the
manner in which this was coupled with all-embracing
generosity of spirit. The rigorous scholarly work he carried
out in collaboration with so many was driven by Sam’s deep
commitment to serving, and facilitating the liberation of
oppressed and marginalized peoples, across the South. His
roots in rural Zimbabwe as well as in urban township
communitieslent him profound insight into the land-questions
that continueto stall justice and democratization, but which—
properly addressed — would end poverty and inequality in
Zimbabwe, the rest of Africa, and across the former colonies
of the South. His multiple racial and cultural identifications
made him avoracioustraveller who was ableto engage deeply
with people across ideological, cultural, national and
disciplinary borders, to vigorously debate ideas wherever he
went, inspiring and mobilizing across generations.

Few, if any, of us could pass through Harare without being
invited home, to ‘gist,’ to drink and eat the pots of food he
would produce with abandon. Sam stirred many things beyond
belly-filling food. Chez Sam, we ate well, but most of all we
feasted on the intense intellectual and political debates he
alsoliked to stir up, stretching our mindsaswell asour bellies.
Few of uswill forget the winning embrace of his smile or the
warmth of his big brotherly hugs — these earned him the
affection that girded the respect colleagues, friends and
community felt for him.

TheAfrican Institute for Agrarian Studies, establishedin 2002
wasthe pioneering initiative that Sam dedicated himself to for
the last thirteen years of his energetic career, a remarkable
endeavour that grew to span three continents, bringing
together people-focused land expertise from African, Latin
Americaand Asia. Hisdeath in India, tragic and shocking asit
isfor us al, occurred when he was doing what he was most
committed to, what he most loved. Colleagues and fellow
travellers, we oweit to Sam to continue to pursue hisvision,
and to collectivise the mission he discovered in the course of
hisbrutally foreshortened life, for posterity, for theliberation
of the still dispossessed.

Samwasno angel, asthewomen he hasloved in the course of
six decades of alifefully lived can surely testify. At the same
time, his unadulterated joie de vivre was one of his most
endearing features — even as we worried about his health at
times! We need not have. Death wasto take him away from us
ahead of hisold age, and at the prime of hisactivist-intellectual
life. Thistragic end d so snatched Sam away from anew chapter
in his personal life, with his equally courageous fighter for
human rights, Beatrice Mtetwa. Beatrice, my heart goesout to
you — your pain must be unimaginable, inconsolable. Know
that you have the love and support of usal, and alifetolive,
people to serve.

Samwill surely live onin our hearts, our ideas, in our actions,
and in our vision of aliberated and just Africa.

Goodbye Beloved Comrade.
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CODESRIA

Sam Moyo: Speeches from the Archives

We are proud that CODERIA has Sustained
itself over the Decades

Acceptance Satement by Sam Moyo after his election as CODESRIA's President at the 12th General Assembly in Yaounde, 2008

12" General Assembly of CODESRIA held in'Yaounde, for

placing the confidence in me by electing me the new
President of CODESRIA for the coming three years. Having
been involved with CODESRIA over the last 30 years | am
extremely honoured to be able to serve CODESRIA in its
support to the various generations of African scholarship in
thesocia sciences. | will alwaysremember that it wasthrough
the CODESRIA that some of uswere first able to publish an
article, under thementorship of itsthen leadership, and drawing
inspiration from the vitality of the emerging and growing
community of African scholarship. | am gratified that many of
our senior scholars are here to witness the broader base of
younger scholarship that has evolved from their vision of
establishing CODESRIA.

We are proud that CODESRIA has sustained itself over the
decades, through successive executive leaderships. In
particular, | want toreiterate my personal gratitude, aswell on
behalf of the General Assembly, to the out-going Executive
Secretary, Prof. Adebayo Olukushi for his sterling work and
dedicationto CODESRIA, over thelast eight years. Hiswasa
complex challenge, at timeshighly conflicted, of managing the
most recent leadership and organisational transition that
CODESRIA has undergone. For, it was not too long ago that
theinstitution faced thethreat of division and loss of direction
or even collapse!! We recognise his efforts towards
resuscitating the COSEDRIA Secretariat’stireless service to
African scholarswhose vision remainsto sustain aflourishing
social scienceintellectual community, and to devel op effective
systems of promoting knowledge production and disse-
.mination on the continent.

I would like once moreto thank all those represented at the

| wish also to congratulate the other 9 scholars who were
elected, from Africa’s 5 regions, to the present Executive
Committee of CODESRIA. Wethank them all for accepting the
onerous but honourable task of serving the social science
community for next 3 years. Together, the new Executive
Committeeiscommitted to fulfil their primary responsibility of
overseeing the effective implementation of CODESRIA
programmeswithin theframework of the CODESRIA Charter,
policies and procedures. Indeed, it has been emphasized here
that we will need to strengthen the accountability of
CODESRIA, not only in terms of the use of its resources, but
also in terms of improving itsinclusiveness, reporting to and
communication with the membership, aswell asby mobilising
wider participation in a broader range of programmes.
Fortunately, this specific task, as pronounced here by
participants at this General Assembly, of consolidating the
new de-established governance system, while refining and

streamlining the scope and quality of the planned programmes
has been underway for afew years.

It will however beimportant in pursuing thistask to adapt to
theemerging dynamic context of change. Firt, thereisgrowing
interest in the work of and knowledge produced through
CODESRIA by a broader base of African scholars and civil
society activists, as well as by some governments and Pan
Africa ingtitutions. Second, there is greater attention being
paid to the social science research and publications emerging
from Africa, among scholars and analysts outside of Africa,
particularly inthe‘west’, and morerecently inthe‘ south’ and
‘east’. Thesetendencies place greater demandson CODESRIA
to promote the capacity of African scholars not only to meet
by the adequate (quantitatively and qualitatively) needs of
these constituencies, within afocus and direction led by the
African scholarship, but also to consolidatethe critical African
perspectives, within the wider hegemonic world of knowledge
production.

Third, the material and social circumstanceswhich welivein
have in the last few years been changing dramatically. The
unfolding financia and economic crises, following on the back
of the earlier food and energy crises, within the context of
relentlesswarsand conflict, arerapidly undermining the socia
and political conditions of Africa’s growing poor. Indeed, the
structural changes and the reconfiguration of state and
international poor relations which are underway, are so
significant that the very premises of knowledge making and
the nature of knowledge required by African societiesand the
rest of the world, have a per force to be adapted. This will
require that CODESRIA revisits most of the dominant
conceptua frameworks and epistemol ogical perspectives, as
well as the phenomena or issues, that it has focused on over
the last 15 years, and lead the production of alternative
knowledge. Thus, as we redefine and streamline the existing
intellectual agenda and programmes, CODESRIA needs to
innovate.

Therefore, the second major task of the Executive Committee
and Executive Secretariat is to design new programmes that
can consolidate CODESRIA’s position within the social
science community and in society. Various speakers at the 121"
General Assembly suggested a range of initiatives which
CODESRIA could pursue in response to the above changing
context, and create the basis for future work. One is that
CODESRIA may need to ensure that African scholars are at
the centre of articulating the nature of the current world
economic crisis and its configuration in Africa and, lead the
intellectual redefinition and of the devel opmental agendaand
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social adaptations required to withstand the crisis, in order to
sustainably reproduce African society in the world context.
Related to this, CODESRIA may need to more innovatively
addressthe perennial specific socio-economic problemswhich
affect Africa. A case in point is the need to resolve Africa’s
agrarian questions, vis-a-vis various models of agrarian
change, which have recently been placed on the agenda by
external actors. In particular, theAfrican food issue, withinthe
fragile context of adeficient world food production, trade and
energy system, and the threat of climate change, requires our
attention, as do other specific issues.

Furthermore, it has been argued here that African social
scientists will need to create adequate fora through which to
lead the debates a variety of these ‘ground’ themes. Another
pressing issue for instance is promoting an understanding of
the nature and and sources of the conflicts faced by the
continent, aswell as the strategies required to manage these.
Theideaof regional integration, including the experiences of
Pan Africanism and sub-regional economic cooperation, as
vehicles for moving the continent out of poverty and
underdevel opment, as well to influence politics at the world
stage, also need to be thoroughly re-examined by scholars
and debated in position.

CODESRIA onthe one hand facesthe challenges of facilitating
and grooming young social science scholars and of nurturing
change within the academe, while promoting the rebuilding of
the appropriateinstitutionsresponsiblefor university training
and basic research. On the other hand, CODESRIA needsto
mobilise the whole range of scholars (from the first to the
|atest generations) to engage at the world stage in debates on
themajor socia and political issuesfacing the continent. This
requires promoting more rigorous research and the more

effective organisation of the sound knowledgewhichisbeing
accumulated on and about the continent.

A critical dimension of such innovation will be to find more
effective and flexible tools, which can be used to attract and
mobilise awider range of middleto senior African scholarson
the continent, as well as abroad, to play a more meaningful
rolein the execution of COSEDRIA'swider mission. All of this
will mean deepening the CODESRIA membership, reforming
or refining existing tools and widening the instruments used
toimplement the programmes.

In addition the Executive Committee and membership of
CODESRIA will need to intensify their support to the Secre-
tariat’s efforts to create a stronger basis for the institutions
financial and organisational sustainability. This will include
strengthening the Endowment or Development Fund of
CODESRIA on the one hand. On the other hand it requires
serious effortstore-invigorate CODESRIA'sréel ationshipswith
relevant African institutions, particularly through initiatives
which contributeto promoting the rebuilding of the capacities
of African universities and related research initiatives.
Altogether, the consolidation of CODESRIA asaninstitution
is necessary not only to ensure its continued relevance and
sustainability, but also to engender the creation of strong and
independent African voice.

In conclusion, | wishto commend CODESRIA’ssearch process
for itsappointment of Dr EbrimaSall astheincoming Executive
Secretary. | can not think of amore suitable person for thisjob,
interms of commitment, diligence and dedicationto theideals
of CODESRIA. Asadeep repository of the CODESRIA expe-
rience and ingtitutional memory the efforts of the Executive
Committeein support of the Secretariat can be expected to be
less daunting.

From left: Bonaventure de Santos, Ebrima Sall and Sam Moyo at the General Assembly
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CODESRIA

The Political Economy of Transformation in Zimbabwe:

Radicalisation,

Structural Change and Resistance’

Keynote Lecture by Sam Moyo at the 13th General Assembly of CODESRIA, Rabat 2011

Introduction: Radicalisation, Structural Change and
Reform

The dynamics of the world economic crises at the turn of this
century have evoked a new generation of radicalisms across
the globe, including the so-called Arab Spring. Notwithstanding
their distinctive characteristics related to their varied specific
conditions, radical movements have been innovative in
confronting universal social and political challenges.
Zimbabwe' sFast Track Land Reform Programme (FTLRP), which
officially beganin 2000, isone such experience of radical reform
which redressed settler-colonial land dispossession and
racialised inequalities. Despitetheresultant social and structural
transformation, and the scope for a progressive devel opment
agenda and democratisation it represents, the land reform was
widely dismissed asacase of African ‘ despotism'’, and subjected
to ‘regime change’. This was not surprising given the
pervasiveness of neoliberal triumphalism, and the persistent
dominance of social theories that characterise the African
experience with little regard for historical context and the
evolving social facts on the ground.

Zimbabwe does not represent an ‘ideal type’ model of reform or
one which deserves uncritical emulation. It is not a model of
socialist revolution, for it did not result in one (Moyo and Yeros
2005, 2007a, 2011b). Nor canweteleol ogicaly foreclosethelong-
term socio-political character of the outcome. Rather, it repre-
sents one of the rare instances of political and economic
radicalisation which resulted in aredistributive outcome due to
innovative socio-political mobilisation processes, interventio-
nist state reforms and ongoing resistance, notwithstanding its
attendant social and political contradictions. Yet, little scholarly
attention was paid to the political and economic origins of the
social crisisthat triggered theradicalisation (Moyo 2001; Moyo
and Yeros 2005), and to the wider implications of the outcomes
of the Zimbabwean reforms for the subcontinent (see Moyo
and Yeros 2007aand b).

The roots of the radicalisation in Zimbabwe lie in persistent
local and national resistancesto theracially structured model of
capitalist accumulation achieved through colonial conquest from
1890. Extensive social displacement and territorial segregation,
the super-exploitation of local and regional labour, and
discriminatory agrarian policies, had represented an extreme
social injustice. This condition was not redressed by the
decol onisation pact of Zimbabwe in 1980, while the neoliberal
economic policiesadopted from 1990 exacerbated the situation,
which degeneratedinto social crisis(Moyo 2000). This, inturn,
provoked labour protests and galvanised popular land
occupationswhich fuelled the radical nationalist reformswhich
escalated from 1997 (see Moyo 2001).

Radicalisation in Zimbabwe entailed confrontation by an array
of social forces (classes) with settler-colonial power structures,

capital and imperialism. The process escalated through the
contradictionsof arevolutionary situation, including aninternal
reconfiguration of political mobilisation in the former settler
colony, and against external sanctions and political
destabilisation. It entail ed experimentation with anew economic
structurewith adiversified set of external economic relationships
and continued resistance through new forms of rural
mobilisation, indigenisation initiativesand aforeign policy based
on positive non-alignment. The anti-colonial land movement
blended with contemporary resistance movements in the
contemporary context of primitive accumulation, highlighting
the centrality of the emancipatory dimensions of the agrarian
guestion, rather than the economic concerns often associated
with agrarian reform (see Moyo, Jhaand Yeros 2013).

This experience represents an exampl e of resistance emerging
out of the social crisesgenerated by neoliberalism within asmall
country of apparently limited geo-strategic importance, other
thanitsintegral value asaformer settler-colonial beachhead of
imperialism, endowed with extensive mineral resources.
Zimbabwe has rowed against the current scramble for African
land, mineral resources, energy and consumer markets, at atime
of significant material changesat theworld system-level. Indeed,
new geo-strategic facts are being established on the ground, in
relation to the rising involvement of ‘emerging powers’ in
competition for resource control, aswell asthere-militarisation
of US strategy in Africa (see Moyo, Jha and Yeros 2012; and
Yeros forthcoming). While progressive internal reformsinvite
aggressive external interventions and polarise politics, the
experience shows that innovative national and regional
responses can be mobilised effectively in their defence against
Western aggression and monopoly finance capital. Foreign
policy was effectively used to mobilise regional solidarity and
support, capitalising on the room of manoeuvre created by the
rise of China(Moyo and Yeros 2013).

Intellectual authority over the narrative on Zimbabwe's land
reform remains contested with regard to the causes, the nature
and effects of theland reforms. Eurocentric perspectives, which
rely on the ubi quitous organising concept of neopatrimonialism’,
in which the only relationship that existsin society is between
rapacious black capitalistsand their ethnicised client networks,
held sway for a while (Moyo and Chambati 2013). Failing to
understand the contradictions of Zimbabwe's radicalisation,
such ‘authorities’ only saw a ‘destructive party accumulation
project’ (Raftopoulos 2010:706) and not the radicalisation of
variousforces, including the semi-prol etariat and aspiring black
bourgeoisie, against monopoly capital. Variousintellectualsand
the Western media took recourse to racialised discourses of
‘corruption’ and ‘orchestration’, and vilified the whole of the
land movement (see Johnson 2009), alleging that only the political
elitesbenefited from thereforms.
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The fact that the outcome was extensively redistributive,
despite the disproportionate gains of some elites and the
retention of some large-scale foreign- owned agro-industrial
estates and conservancies, was posited earlier on (e.g. Moyo
and Yeros 2005; Moyo et al. 2009; Moyo 2010), but thisis
only recently being corroborated as a novel outcome
(Scoones, et al. 2010; Matondi 2013; Hanlon et al. 2013).
Although afull recovery of agricultural output to the 1990s
levels (which ought not to be seen asideal targets) is slowly
coming to fruition, thereforms continueto face variousinternal
and external political and economic constraints (Moyo and
Nyoni 2013). However, agrarian relations have improved
substantially, with agrarian labour relations having been
diversified withinthenew land tenurerel ations (Chambati 2013)
and the scope for smaller producers on some markets having
been opened wide, as popular participation in and benefits
from thewider agrarian economy grow (Moyo and Nyoni 2013).

Despite the emerging consensus on some of the basic
outcomes, there remain important differences in our
understanding of the political and socio-economic
implications of the reform, and the policies required to
progressively advance popular welfare. Neopatrimonial
perspectiveswhich obscure the structural power of monopoly-
finance capital, because they reduce all social relations to
localised and ethnicised categories of domination and
resistance, continue to argue for further market liberalisation
to counter state interventions. Liberal populist frameworks
applaud the new livelihoods being realised as evidence of
autonomous peasant’ agency vis-a-vis the state (Scoones et
al. 2010) obviating the need for enhanced interventions, and
highlight thefact that some black farmersaredoing aswell as
the previouswhite farmerswithout the privilegesderived from
state subsidies (Hanlon et al. 2013). Others persist in their
belief that the return of private property relationswill stimulate
recovery (Matondi 2012), despite the limits imposed by the
external squeeze on the economy.

The systemic role of monopoly capital and extroverted markets
in shaping the emerging uneven accumulation trajectory and
the absence of credit for food cropping, as the re-insertion of
big capital into the new agrarian structure ensues, tendsto be
glossed over (Moyo 2011b; Moyo and Chambati 2013). The
new market contradictions that have emerged from price
repression inscribed in the growth of contract farming in the
capitalsfromthe East and West, aswell asdomestic white and
black capital compete to capture the new landholders’
products, suggesting the need for renewed state interven-
tionism. Yet, the importance of recent state interventionsin
favour of small and new producers is being occluded in
emerging discourseswhich argue for competitiveness onworld
markets (despite their volatility), and decry the ‘evils' of
‘dependence’ on state ‘subsidies’ (USAID 2012). Thus,
accumul ation from below remains constricted, and new forms
of social differentiation increasingly polarise the benefits of
thereform.

Four aspects of the results of research conducted on the
FTLRP since 2000 by arange of scholars, under the rubric of
the African Institute of Agrarian Studies (see Moyo and
Chambati 2013), and their implicationsfor reform el sewhere,
are discussed namely:

» The coordinated mobilisation of a national land
movement for land reform, beyond the erstwhile market
and bureaucratic framework, through a multi- class,
decentralised and anti-bureaucratic formation, united by
radical nationalism;

» A process of structural reform that sought, as a matter of
state policy, the accommodation of various social forces
as concretised in atri-modal outcome of land distribution,
leading to competing modes of agrarian production;

» The re-configuration of agrarian markets through state
intervention to sustain the recovery of production,
despite the resurgence of social differentiation and
competing accumulation strategies; and

e The emergence of new rural movements seeking
progressive agrarian

reforms and indigenous control of natural resources, in the
recent context of the scramble for Africaresources.

Historical context of the Fast Track Land Reform

To understand the radicalisation of Zimbabwe after its
neoliberal turn in the 1990s, the nature of capitalist agrarian
accumulation and the character of the decolonisation pact
must be clarified. Racial monopolistic control over land, water
resources, farm subsidies, and public infrastructural
investments had by 1930 established about 6000 white settlers
onlarge-scale ‘commercia’ farms based on private property
relations. Their accumulation trajectory derived from the
super-exploitation of migrant labour from thereserves created
at the expense of African peasantries relegated to marginal
lands (Amin 1972), and discriminatory agrarian markets and
subsidies. From the 1950s, the accumulation trajectory was
augmented by the creation of large-scale agro-industrial
estates, also heavily subsidised by the state (Moyo 2010). By
1970, Zimbabwe's bimodal landholding structure, based on
the incomplete dispossession of peasant lands, had resulted
not in creating ‘enclaves’, but a functional dualism which
repressed labour and peasant farming. Farm output had shifted
from peasant food production towards export commodities
and urban markets, dominated by largefarmersin aliancewith
state marketing boards and monopoly capital. This
accumulation model was in crisis by 1975, following the ail
crisisand the escalating liberation war.

Since decolonisation in Southern Africa was delayed in the
1960s, a combination of armed and political struggle led to
military victoriesin the Lusophoneterritories, and negotiated
transitionsfrom 1980in Zimbabwe, 1990in Namibia, and 1994
in South Africa. An integrated, thirty-year regional conflict,
involving the destabilisation of the region by the Apartheid
regime in South Africa, saw aggression being used as a lever
of negotiation, until the whole region succumbed to a
generalised pact in the 1990s, at the close of the cold war
(Moyo and Yeros 2013). This entailed peace, independence
and magjority rule, in return for property guarantees, and
economic opening to monopoly and finance capital, such that
decolonisation and neoliberalism coincided; the one being
conditional on the other (ibid). The Anglo-American
guarantors of the Zimbabwe negotiations promised financing
for the proposed market-led land redistribution programme,
but such support was limited (Moyo 1999).
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The pact was always unstable, despite the defeat of previous
plans which had sought to retain white political privileges
indefinitely. In Zimbabwe, somein the nationalist movement
led by the Patriotic Front parties (ZANU-PF and PF-ZAPU),
viewed the pact as a strategic objective-seeking piecemeal
reforms, and eventually the growth of a black middle class,
while others saw the pact as a tactical move, intended to
consolidate political gains and prepare for the next phase of
the struggle. For imperialism, it wasatactical retreat intended
to cut its losses, and to use economic statecraft to regain its
monopoly position. This contestation was never fully
resolved as the diverse elements among the security forces
and their political parties sought control of the military
apparatus and as South African destabilisation seriously
unsettled the balance. This fuelled the Matabeleland conflict
from 1982 to 1987, while the generalisation of the pact to
Namibia and South Africa, raised false hopes for a regional
peace and development dividend.

Inthe 1980s, Zimbabwe had been hailed asamodel of political
transition for the settler societies of Southern Africa, whereby
majority rule was conditioned on property guarantees. It was
a solauded for enhancing food security, despitethe prevalence
of food insecurity among 30 per cent of its population (Moyo
1986), and it was considered apilot project for market-led land
reform despiteitsfailuresto redistribute adequate land (Moyo
1995). Although white political privileges were phased out,
Zimbabwe remained aracially divided society, in which the
defence of ‘human rights' served mainly to protect white
property and race-based privilege. Neocolonialism in
Zimbabwe, not only relegated the majority population to a
permanent process of semi-proletarianisation and super-
exploitation, it also constricted the emergence of a black
middle class with roots of its own in the economy. The
structural violenceinherent inthis‘ post-white settler’ type of
neocolonialism (Mandaza 1985) was never pacified by
piecemeal reforms, and when the country entered structural
adjustment, even the visible social gains of the prior decade
werereversed (Yeros2002).

From alonger historical perspective, the accumulation needs
of the petty- bourgeoisie could not be realised as the new
neoliberal conditions of the 1990s created obstacles to
accumulation and entrenched racial differentiation. The petty-
bourgeoisie was soon forced back into a popular, inter-class
black alliance against the status quo dominated by settler and
foreign capital. The process was also fuelled by the social
crisis (wage repression, retrenchments, etc) which generated
greater labour militancy around 1995 and the escalation of
scattered land occupations from 1996, reviving historic land
movements (Moyo 2001). The sudden emergence of apolitical
opposition backed by whitefarmers, capital, NGOsand western
states, further entrenched the polarisation of land and
electoral politics. Zimbabwe's liberal model was thus
unravelled asexpropriatory land reformstook hold thereafter
(Moyo 2001).

At the time Zimbabwe's Fast Track Land Reform took off, a
new wave of large-scaleland and resource grabbing had been
underway in Africa from the 1990s, especially in countries
such as Mozambique and Zambiawith land concentration and
the privatisation of landed property creeping in, while the
extroversion of agrarian production relations and markets

persisted (Moyo 2008). This escalated in the mid-2000s,
following a series of world-wide energy, food and financial
crises. Under degenerating world-systemic conditions, the
merchant path? of smaller scale and scattered land
concentration, which had been emerging in the 1990s in non-
settler Africa, was being overtaken by awider processof large-
scale land alienation led by foreign capital itself, often with
domesticallies. Thisalienationisnow installing anew ‘junker’
path® in non-settler Africa, as the accumulation trajectory
rapidly evolves beyond the structures inherited at indepen-
denceinthe 1960s.

The African agrarian question is increasingly focused on the
social questions of exclusion, inequality, food insecurity and
poverty, resulting from growing land dispossession, the
super-exploitation of labour and unequal trade and financia
flows (Moyo, Tsikata and Diop 2013). Demands for popular
sovereignty over land, minerals, oil and natural resources, now
referred to as ‘resource nationalism’, place the political
dimension of land rights ahead of the agrarian question of
reversing ‘backwardness' through industrial development.
The politics of land is most explosive where the inequalities
fuse classwith race, nationdity and ethnic differences, aswell
as with the gender inequities derived from the pervasive
patriarchal order. Indeed, while the nascent domestic petty
bourgoisie, in aliance with transnational capital and donors,
is actively involved in the current land grabs, resistance to
this process is a constant feature.

What makes Zimbabwe relatively unique or different now is
that it has proposed new ways of deepening the transition to
majority rule by meansof radical land reform, and ashappened
elsewhere in Africa after decolonisation, through an
‘indigenisation and empowerment’ programme, focused onthe
mining sector. This has challenged the dominant neoliberal
orthodoxy, ignited ‘ resource nationalism'’ to challengeAfrica’s
potential ‘recolonisation’, and raised expectations for far-
reaching land reformsin other former settler colonies.

Radicalised Land Reform Movement:
Decentralised, Anti-Bureaucratic Alliance

The land movement was initiated by popular rural and urban
mobilisation under the leadership of liberation war veterans,
against theimmediate policy of the ruling party and the state.
The nationalist leadership stepped in during 1997, when it
risked losing its most critical social bases, the peasantry and
the war veterans, given that the latter permeated the security
forces of the state apparatus. Its purpose was to control and
co-opt theland movement, aswell asto open apolitical space
for the expression of pent up land demands among layers of
the popul ation, including many land occupations which were
not directly organised by war veterans. Most crucialy, the
state accommodated the interests of the aspiring black
bourgeoisie through a bifurcated land redistribution pro-
gramme, providing for both peasant and small-scale capitalist
farming. It also spared from redistribution certain farmsowned
by foreign capital, the state, and public trusts, ostensibly to
maintain some critical food supplies and agro-industrial
capacity, while promising to indigenise the foreign capital
(Moyo 2010).

From the beginning, streamlining the land movement was
critical to the state. It created District Land Committeesin all
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the provinces, and supported the Committees of Seven on
each farm, while diminishing the powersof loca war veterans
who were the vanguard of the land movement. In their place,
civil servants, chiefs, and other war veterans, not connected
directly tolocal struggles, wereinstalled, thereby broadening
and diluting the representation and class character of theland
movement. Over thefollowing years, gaining firm control over
the movement was, however, made difficult by the war
veterans decentralised and anti-bureaucratic character, whose
agency was enabled by historic and organic roots of social
mobilisation developed during the armed struggle, and their
encouragement of pre-existing localised land occupation
movements. This structure of the land movement is the first
distinctive feature underlying the success of this mass
mobilisation,* unlike other representative organisations,
including the formally constituted Zimbabwe National
Liberation War VeteransAssociation (ZNLWVA). Unlike mass
mobilisations elsewhere, in Zimbabwe, this decentralised
structure was unified by the principle of radical nationalism.

The second distinctive characteristic of Zimbabwe'sradicali-
sation wasthe extensive rural-urban spread of theland move-
ment, in terms of active membership and physical participation
in the land occupations.® The leadership of the land move-
ment included |local peasant leaders, local war veterans, spiri-
tual leaders, some chiefs, and variousworking class activists,
intellectuals, and political party leaders, in a cross-class al-
liance. Such local leaders played avanguard rolein galvani-
sing the mobilisation of long-standing grievances over land
and racial inequality. Political parties, farmers’ unions, trade
unions, and NGOs had not only lacked sufficient interest or
organic rootsin the land question, they were al so structurally
incapable of bridging the rural-urban gap in the interest of
mass mobilisation. The land movement incorporated urban
elementsinto rural land occupations and promoted land occu-
pationsin urban areas for residential purposes. This overca-
methe occupational corporatism of trade unionsand farmers’
unions, and the often divisive strategies of political parties, at
a time when bureaucratic sclerosis and various sources of
political polarisation had accentuated the rural-urban divide.

The ZCTU was eventually co-opted by foreign donors,®
together with a broad array of liberal, urban-based, middle-
class, donor-dependent NGOs, including the National
Constitutional Assembly (NCA). By the time the ZCTU
founded the Movement of Demacratic Change (MDC) in 1999,
the* pro-democracy’ forces had been completely overwhelmed
by white-settler interests and foreign donors (see also Gwisal
2002). Black farmers' unions representing the peasantry had
aso during the 1990s, distanced themselves from the land
reform agenda (Skalnes 1995), as petty-bourgeois interests
prevailed among their ranks, focusing their advocacy on
access to state subsidies and price-setting. Although they
did not expressly opposetheland reform, they were unableto
mobilise a constituency interested in repossessing land. On
the other hand, thewhite-settler Commercial Farmers' Union
(CFU), in aliance with GAPWUZ (the farm workers' trade
union), mobilised both its membership and international
public opinion against the land reform.

The relationship of the land movement to the nationalist
leadership has posed conceptual difficulties since the ruling
party, having succumbed to structural adjustment, changed

course in the late 1990s towards a radical approach, while
seeking to control the land movement. The ‘ pro-democracy’

aliance, which claimed to be the vanguard of ‘ progressive’

politics in Zimbabwe, sought credit for the ruling party’s
opting for aradical land reform programme (Raftopoul 0s 2009),
as if there was no real political or historical basis for such
radicalisation. With the mounting evidence of extensive land
redistribution challenging neopatrimonialist claims of
ethnicised elite capture, thereisnow aveiled acknowledgment
of thevanguard role of theland movement. Thisroleishowever
rendered asamere component, together withtheMDC aliance,
of abroader ‘passive revolution’, that has ‘remained largely
under the control of the state’, and putatively one that has
‘largely politically marginalised themajority of the population’

(Raftopoulos 2010:707). Such an interpretation obscures the
distinctive features of arare mass mobilisation, involving a
range of forceswhich confronted the white agrarian monopoly
and the imperialist aliance as a whole, to the effect of
broadening the social base of the economy.

Part of the conceptual difficulties facing those who have
opposed the petty- bourgeoisie outright ariseslargely because
some political elites gained more than others through the A2
scheme. Masuko (2012) and Sadomba (2012) have argued that
black capita never really broke ranks with monopoly capital
and that it acted solely on the latter’'s behalf to control the
land movement. Yet, the process of radicalisation integrated
diverse class interests, including the petty-bourgeoisie and
the semi-proletariat, against the white agrarian faction of
monopoly capital. The breaking of ranks with monopoly
capital is exemplified in the fact that the state redistributed
over 5,000 properties, over and above the estimated 1,000
propertiesthat were actually occupied by the land movement,
and such acquisitions persisted beyond the immediate
election contests (Moyo 2011a). Whilethisradicalisation did
not result in a socialist revolution, or in a generic ‘passive
revolution’, the white agrarian establishment was essentially
liquidated at farm level both economically and politically.

The role of the petty-bourgeoisie and the nationalist
|eadership, their use of the state, and their relationship with
the movement can best be understood in terms of the character
and function of the ‘radicalised state’. By 2000, the state
underwent a peculiar transformation, through a suspension
of itsbureaucratic coherence (its‘ bureaucratism’), with many
of its personnel mobilised in the interest of Fast Track Land
Reform (Moyo and Yeros 20074). The constitution of District
Land Committees overrodelocal bureaucratic structures,” but
it also established fast-track procedures and new capacities
for the expropriation and redistribution of land, while also
reforming laws and amending the constitution to underpin the
action and defend land occupiers against eviction. One may
rightly fault the ruling party for streamlining the land
movement and creating space for the petty-bourgeoisie, but it
isnot the casethat it fulfilled areactionary role, for it did not
defend the status quo ante. Contrary formulations do not
adequately recognise the existence of real intra-class conflict,
between petty-bourgeois and monopoly capital, black and
white elites, and among black elites.

Thissuggeststhat Zimbabwe' s radicalisation entailed another
rare phenomenon of petty-bourgeois radicalism, shaped by
pressures from the land movement, as well as by blatant
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external political interventions and sanctions. That the petty-
bourgeoisie also became an agent of change presents very
difficult political questions, aspreviousAfrican scholarshave
noted (Fanon 1967; Shivji 1976). However, thereisaproblem
in attributing radicalisation solely to certain local- level war
veterans, against all the rest who vied for land, although the
land movement did coal esce varied streams of land occupiers.
Instead of one ‘genuing’ category of radicalism, there are
different radicalisms, each with its own class project.

Others who claim to stand aloof of the difficult political
questions have deployed a liberal-populist ‘ people versus
state’ dichotomy, rendering thewholeland and agrarian reform
process solely as a consequence of the agency of the landless
against an indifferent state at best, or a ‘commandist’ and
‘clientelist’ state, at worst (see Scooneset al. 2010; Hanlon et
al. 2013). Class analysesthat reach similar conclusions do so
only by downplaying the radicalisation of the petty-
bourgeoisieandtreatingit asif it never really broke rankswith
monopoly capital.

It would be more correct to say that the nationalist |eadership
in recent years had come to represent mainly un-accom-
modated bourgeois interests, which indeed have liberation
convictionsof their own, but which are under theillusion that
they can reform monopoly capitalism so as to sustain a
‘patriotic bourgeoisie’ into the future. This situation explains
the current scattered pressures for ‘indigenisation’ program-
mes in strategic industries, as opposed to more collectivist
solutions (Moyo and Yeros 2011b, Moyo 2011b). It also partly
explains the violence that accompanied land reform, mainly
off the farms, as the nationalist leadership was unable to
commit ‘class suicide’ and submit itself to the evolving and
expanding popular demands on the ground (Moyo and Yeros
2009, 2011b). The bifurcation of the Fast Track Land Reform,
the strategy of indigenising agro-estates and other industries,
and the recurrent violence are manifestations, not only of
class conflict, but also of intra-class conflict between petty-
bourgeois interests and monopoly capital.

A related weakness may be attributed to the war veteran
movement which became ‘tactically sterile’, and paid dearly
for this when the state’s Murambatsvina project assaulted
urban settlementsin 2005 (Sadomba 2013). An uninterrupted
escalation of the revol utionary situation would have required
that the land movement undergo organisational and
ideological innovation founded in proletarian mobilisation and
wider strategic concerns. Masuko (2013) arguesthat the land
movement did go beyond the single-issue platform of land
reclamation by promoting a plethora of associational forms
that sprouted in the resettlement areas (see also Murisa2013).
While such associational forms are the kernel of progressive
politics in the countryside, including their issue-focus on
service provision by the state (agricultural inputs, social
infrastructure, markets, credit, and subsidies), they are not
articulated into a radical mass agrarian movement. This
opportunity is dissipating, as the liberal ‘pro-democracy’
movement, comprising the donor-funded MDC, NGOs, and
settler farmer elements, seek to mobilise such associationsin
service of anew market integration agenda.

The radicalised nationalist leadership could also be faulted
for allowing other petty-bourgeois tendencies, since aspiring
capitalists, lacking other meansto bid for land, mobilised sub-
national, ethno-regional claimsto land ‘rights' to exclude non-
local competitors (Moyo 20114). This tendency continues,
and could escalate as land bidding is re-focused on the
enlargement of existing landholdings at the expense of
smallholders, and as bidding spreads to the redistribution of
retained private and public agro-estates.

Such contradictions among the black petty-bourgeoisie
could undermine its radical nationalist economic posture
athough these are essentialy the ongoing tendencies of a
class which remains profoundly insecure. Should the main
‘enemy’ come to be seen as ‘internal’ (including ‘ethno-
regiona’ or party political partisans), there could beregression
to aneocolonial type of politics, malleabletoforeigninterests®
Yet, this is not a foregone conclusion "or a perennial and
decontextualised ‘ethnic’ possibility in African politics' but
reflects shifting strategies of accumulation, subject to
pressures from above and from below. The re-grouping of
popular forces is all the more necessary given the new
tendencies of class formation at the top and the changing
strategies of monopoly finance capital.

Structural Reform, Renewed Developmentalism
and Economic

Nationalism

Theland reform radically restructured land ownership, but it
did not ‘oust capital’, which itself is now re-grouping (Moyo
2011b). Instead, abroadly based tri- modal agrarian structure
has been ingtituted, consisting of peasant, small-scal e capitalist
and large-scale estate farms (which are being indigenised).
Therewas adeliberate promotion of competing trajectories of
accumulation, mustered through the mediation of contradictory
land struggles and class interests, and combined resistances
to the opposition to reform by capital and Western donors.
This outcome suggests another distinctive characteristic of
the radicalisation process.

Thisagrarian structureis based on differential landownership
regimes (state-sanctioned usufruct permits, non-tradable
leases, and freehold or state property, respectively); different
forms of integration into markets; varied forms of labour
relations and varied linkagesto non-farm activities and assets.
This, in turn, givesrise to different types of producers vying
for different forms of labour mobilisation and competing
accumulation strategies (Moyo 2011b, 2011c). This has
unravelled the legacy of the settler-colonial ‘labour reserve’
structures, by amplifying the smallholder sector and
incorporating a significant ‘merchant’ path, while retaining
elements (albeit downsized) of the ‘junker’ and ‘state’ paths
(seeMoyo and Yeros 2005a).° Thishas al so restructured farm
labour supplies and labour utilisation.

The diverse elements of this structure are not entirely unique
to the continent, but their clear demarcation in state policy,
and the dynamics by which they have been established, do
makethis case unique. Moreover, thereform brings Zimbabwe
closer to the rest of Africa’s agrarian structures by breaking
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up the large-scal e farming established during the nineteenth-
century, and broadening the small-scale capitalist sector, which
had also been introduced by the colonial regime, while
preserving some ‘strategic’ agro-industrial estates (Moyo
2011b).

The fundamental question iswhether Zimbabwe will be able
to sustain, viathistri-model structure, an introverted process
of accumulation ‘from below’, given the tendencies and
contradictions of this new agrarian structure, with regard to
the new type of labour reserve that has emerged, incipient
land markets, the persistence of the core agricultural exports
and the re-insertion of finance capital through markets, credit
and contracts. Moreover, the attendant processes of class
formation and the contestations over accumulation and the
policy regime, remain intrinsically fluid, given also the
contradictions imposed by the extant sanctions regime.

For instance, one of the immediate consequences of Fast
Track is the re- emergence of informal land rental markets
between the ‘ better performers’ and the ‘weaker’ ones, often
between A2 and Al farmers, respectively (Moyo et al. 2009).
Both macroeconomic constraints and labour shortages, on
both A1 and A2 farms, have contributed to this tendency.
Land sharing is also common, although this often occurs
among A1 farmers’ kinship networks, as well as between all
resettled farmers and farm workers, gold-panniers, and
‘squatters’ who have yet to be settled formally (Moyo et al.
2009). Such tendencies represent local class differentiation
acrossall agro-ecological regionsand heralds future conflicts
over access to land and natural resources.

Although land tenureis generally seento be secure, boundary
and access disputes could intensify (Moyo 2013). One of the
terrains of struggle that could intensify is the status of
leasehold on A2 farms, which isbeing challenged by domestic
and foreign elements which advocate the conversion of the
current leasehold land rights into freehold tenures. In this
case, small-scale capitalist farmerswould find alliesin private
banks, which typically justify their refusal to finance
resettlement farmers on the supposed absence of ‘ collateral’.
Another terrain of struggle is the land tenure status of the
remaining farm workers, some of whom have been re- inserted
into labour-tenancy relations (Chambati 2013). Yet, state policy
still remains committed to both leasehold tenure and the
protection of farm workers against eviction fromA2 lands.

Re-peasantisation and the break-up of the settler agrarian
monopoly has diminished the labour reserve of the past and
undermined the functioning of the colonial cheap-labour
system. By 1999, half of this labour-force consisted of non-
permanent, casual labour, reproducing itself precariously
between the LSCF and the Communal Areas, on real farm
wages which had collapsed to 24 per cent of the Poverty
Datum Line. Super-exploitation wasfacilitated by araciaised,
quasi-feudal labour-tenancy system, together with a
patriarchal system of customary authority, which continued
to undermine the bargaining power of the semi- proletariat as
awhole (Moyo and Yeros 2005).

Land reform has absorbed surplus labour into petty-
commodity production for own consumption and the market,
and pried open access to natural resources and related land
use values that previously were enclosed in the properties

monopolised by white farmers (see also Chambati 2011). The
immediate manifestation of thishasbeen a shortage of 1abour,
which has deprived especially the small-scal e capitalist sector
of the prior abundant workforce willing to work for wages
below the cost of social reproduction.

That the labour reserve diminished and the bargaining power
of labour atered does not, of course, mean that the labour
reserve economy has been extinguished. The persistence of
simple reproduction among smallholders and the
reconstitution of the small- and large-scal e capitalist sectors,
under the weight of Western sanctions, continue to re-create
the structural conditions of super-exploitation, even among
the new self-exploited peasantry. Super-exploitation isfurther
abetted by residua labour-tenancy on some new farms, as
well asthe exploitative intra-family and gender-based |abour
relations. Yet, the unravelling of racialised relations of personal
dependence and the expansion of the smallholder sector has
atered the balance of power among the three modes of farming.
Itisherethat the new political struggle isnow being fought.

State Interventionism, Indigenisation and New
Developmentalism

Both small- and large-scal e capitalist farmershave astructural
interest in policy measuresthat will oblige small producersto
work for wages below the cost of socia reproduction. This
interest would be reinforced should an export-oriented
accumulation strategy predominate. But these two types of
farmers are not identical, given that small-scale capitalist
farmers, many with significant resource vulnerabilities, may
also be co-opted by the state into production for domestic
marketsand industries. In fact, thisobjective haslargely been
their principal orientationto date. At the sametime, smallholder
farmers will themselves undergo differentiation, thereby
adding to the labour pool. Yet, this may aso be mitigated by
inward-looking policy measures that both reinforce the
conditions of smallholder production and induce the growth
of cooperativism and rural industries capable of re-organising
the labour process.

Thepolitical struggle between thethree modes of farming and
the attendant di sputes over labour remain imbalanced and will
be determined by anumber of factors, including the character
of state interventions against monopoly capital.

The dominant factor in shaping the accumulation trajectory
is, however the structural power of monopoly capital, which
opposed the radicalisation process and undermined
progressive agrarian change by imposing severe limits on
Zimbabwe's economic recovery. From the beginning of the
Fast Track, financial isolation and acapital strikehadledtoa
severe shortage in the economy, leading the state towards an
interventionist economic strategy, initially without a
comprehensive plan to defend against sanctions (Moyo and
Yeros 2007a). A plan emerged as the internal and externa
contradictions escal ated, although the key constraint was how
to financethe plan. Thisinterventionism under contemporary
neoliberalism is the fifth distinctive characteristic of the
Zimbabwe moddl.

It entailed controlsover prices, trade, capital, and agricultural
markets, the monopolisation of grain purchases by the Grain
Marketing Board, and the setting of food production targets,
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aswell astargeted subsidies to agriculture and industries, to
bolster an erstwhileimport substitution industrialisation. State-
owned agro-estates, together with state interests in mining,
banking, and other firms|led this strategy, which includesthe
production of local agro-fuelsagainst arising fuel-import bill.
An agricultural mechanisation policy sought to enhance
motorised draught power, although the bulk of this was
allocated to small- and large-scale capitalist farmers to
compensate for the labour shortages that emerged (Moyo
2011a; Moyo and Nyoni 2013). State subsidiesin el ectricity,
fuel and transport facilities were also effected, albeit at low
levels associated with the fiscal constraints. This plan
reflected both the class bias of the state and itsreaction to the
generalised strike by private banks and, bilateral and
multilateral donors.

Eventualy, hyperinflation, politica conflict and informalisation
of economic activity compelled the state to attempt
normalisation with international capital. It is through this
process that the state ‘interrupted’ the momentum of the
revolutionary situation, including the assault on urban land
movementsin 2005 to establish ‘ order’ (Moyo and Yeros 20073,
2009, 2011b). Indeed, the heterodox plan lacked the foresight
to defend against the ensuing capital strike, which could have
been better resisted by a policy of immediate nationalisation
of banks and strategic industries. Thus, the state became
susceptible to carrot-and-stick strategies by foreign capital,
leading to its refusal to fully default on debt.

Normalisation has led to cooptation back towards an
extroverted strategy through various mechanisms (Moyo
20113, 2011b). Theland redistribution policy on agro-estates
is essentially a comprador ‘indigenisation’ strategy, which
enables black capitalists to become majority shareholdersin
agro-estates, thereby succumbing to the logic of plantation
agriculture and its associated financial circuit. The expansion
of outgrower contract farming, linked to a similar external
financial circuits, locks small-scale capitalists into the agro-
estates for the production of sugarcane for the European
market (under the ACP-EU Lomé Convention). So do the
tobacco and cotton contracts tied to Chinese and Western
capitd.

Dependence on external finance, inputs, and markets has
exercised overriding power intilting, once again, theinternal
balance between social classes, while Western sanctions
against Zimbabwe, including those against the parastatals
spearheading the economic recovery, reinforce this. The
adoption in 2008, at the peak of hyperinflation, of aneoliberal
policy on currency, ‘dollarisation’ capital, trade, and
agricultural markets may have been atactical retreat, but it
entrenches the cooptation.

Nonetheless, counter-tendencies suggest that the policy of
normalisation has not totally extinguished thedirigisme of the
state and the new black bourgeoisie, which is still acutely
vulnerable to a monopoalistic world market, and remains in
conflict with international capital. The popular classes, from
whichthe nationalist leadership must still claimlegitimacy, are
even more vulnerable. The state has not abandoned the ISl
policy, or its intention to mediate pro-actively in favour of
black capital and, secondarily the smallholder farmers. The
Zimbabwean state persistswithitspolicy of building national

food self-sufficiency and to substitute for imported petrol by
expanding the cultivation of sugarcane on agro-estates owned
by the state and public trusts to produce ethanol for domestic
transport, may have various local industrial spin-offs (Moyo
2011b). Such investments include via joint ventures with
foreign capital, from the East, West, and South, under the
‘Look East Policy’ (LEP) inaugurated in 2004.

The class character of state power, the strategies of the black
bourgeoisie, and the re-grouping of social forcesarethethree
further factorsthat will co-determinethe balance of forces, as
suggested by the escalation of the indigenisation strategy
beyond agriculture to secondary industries, banking, and
mining. Generally, indigenisation is a multi-class strategy,
whose class character has oscillated in accordance with the
correlation of forces asthe policy regime shifted.

Inthe 1980s, it shifted from apopular land reform policy to one
geared towards the creation of a black bourgeoisie via
affirmative action with respect to land and state commerce.
The former continued throughout the 1990s, under structural
adjustment, without much success, until its radicalisation
during the Fast Track Land Reform Programme. Then, under
the subsequent normalisation from 2005, the strategy shifted
back to abourgeois strategy, geared towards creating majority
shareholding for black capitalists. Yet, afurther elaboration of
the policy from 2010 envisions joint ventures between state-
owned enterprises and foreign firms. This policy is
increasingly reflected in the mining sector (e.g. diamonds),
which has enormous potential to fill foreign-exchange gaps.

Upon the discovery of massive diamond deposits, a struggle
ensued, especialy from 2007 onwards, for the control of the
industry, against both small miners who entered the fray, as
well as corporate capital of South African and Western origin.
The strategy on diamonds, and the possibility of circum-
venting sanctions, led to a confrontation with foreign capital
and small miners, and this entailed repression of the latter. In
the event, the West, ostensibly in solidarity with the repressed
small miners, resolved to broaden its sanctions tactics by
invoking the‘ Kimberly Certification Process', alleging these
were ‘conflict diamonds’. When Zimbabwe won Kimberly
certification, the United States unilaterally imposed sanctions
on the diamond mining firms in partnership with mining
parastatals.

Nonetheless, state policy on minerals seemsto be stabilising
and is positioning the state to reap future profits, via joint
ventures |ooking both East and West. The accommodation of
Chinese capital hasbeen central to thisstrategy. Similarly, the
expansion of platinum production by Western multinationals
was compelled by the threat of |0sing concessionsto the East.
Meanwhile, high-ranking state personnel have positioned
themselves in the state-owned Zimbabwe Mining Develop-
ment Corporation driving the joint ventures, which has
undermined the legitimacy and transparency of the strategy.®

It isnotablethat theindigenisation policy hasbeen elaborated,
beyond there- distribution of mgjority shareholding and joint
ventures, towards a higher degree of socia access, in the
wake of popular agitation. This transformation involves the
imposition of conditions on foreign firms to undertake
investments in physical and social infrastructure, such as
roads, schools, and clinics, aswell asthe allocation of shares
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to ‘community and employee trusts'. The strategy reflects a
renewed attempt, in response to more general criticisms of
classhias, to broaden the benefits of indigenisation, especially
of mining, totherural areas. It also reflectsthe continued need
of political dites(combining both ZANU-PFand MDC leaders)
to respond to the reaction by capital, and to meet popular
demands for state support in light of forthcoming elections.

Overall, these policiesreflect the persistence of aspecifically
nationalist accumulation strategy promoted by black
capitalists with connections to the state. For, despite having
sunk roots of their own inthe meansof production, they remain
vulnerable to both monopolistic forces and the need to
maintain legitimacy vis-a-vis popular forces. Black capital
continues to seek to consolidate its position by recourse to a
pro-active state, against what it considers to be its main
obstacle: Western monopoly capital.

New Agrarian Movements: Rural Cooperativism
and Democratisation?

The sustainability of the current outcomes, and the potentials
for further progressive reforms, will depend on the politics of
the popular classes after land reform. Whilethelarger farmers
have been gravitating towards production for export markets
(albeit still in minority numbers), the basic pillar of food
sovereignty will remain the smallholder farmers, together with
a significant portion of small-scale capitalists, who, for
instance, dominate the rapid recovery of tobacco production.
There has been a clear shift in the orientation of production
towards food grains and pulses, to which the new land
beneficiarieshave dedicated 78 per cent of their cropped land.
And, while national maize yields per hectare have suffered
severe setbacks under conditions of drought, expensiveinputs
and sanctions, beneficiariesin wetter agro-ecological regions
have performed much better (Moyo 2011c).

But the economic potential remains enormous, considering
that land utilisation rates are already at 40 per cent « that is,
the land utilisation level of the extroverted L SCF sector prior
to Fast Track. But notable in this regard is that, on average,
the A2 farmers with larger landholdings crop below 20 per
cent of their land, while afew surpassthe 50 per cent mark. In
the absence of broad-based investments in infrastructure,
fertiliser, and machinery due to credits supply constraints,
fulfilment of the agricultural potential will be delayed.
Furthermore, differentiation across class and regions will
deepen, with adverse consequences for national cohesion
and the weak rural movements. The emerging struggles over
production, land access, tenure, and labour, as well as over
the much-needed social servicesin general, require organised
social forces capable of tilting the balance towards
smallholdersand farm workers (Moyo 2011c).

Themost promising devel opment isthe emergence among 40
per cent of small producers of new local cooperative
movementsto pool labour, savings, and infrastructure, procure
seeds and fertilisers, channel extension services, bid for
producer prices, and negotiate labour contracts (Murisa2012).
Among the farm workers, there are group negotiations for
access to land and improved conditions of work, although
their poor representation by the national agricultural labour
union (GAPWUZ), which hasnever beenin favour of agrarian

reform (Chambati 2013), isnotable. Some of thefarmer groups
are orchestrated by state extension agents and private
contract farming firms, while othersare led by the war veteran
groups. Yet othersdraw on kinship relationsand existing former
farming associationsin the Communal Areas(seeMurisa2012).

De facto, the state had extended customary authority to
resettlement areas, both as a cooptation tactic and alow-cost
dispute-resolution mechanism, but the new constitution of
2013 limitstheir authority to Communal Areas. The state also
co-opted chiefs through their inclusion into the A2 farming
scheme and mechanisation, but it excluded chiefs from
exercising real authority over Al land permitsand A2 leases. It
has also maintained their subordination (in some power
relations) to elected authorities in local government.
Meanwhile, their cooptation into a new class position, where
this has occurred, raises new questions regarding the
trgjectory of this institution, notwithstanding the ethno-
regional structure of Fast Track having extended the kinship
basis of customary authority. It has nonetheless been
observed that beneficiaries from non-contiguous areas have
not always embraced their new chiefs (Murisa2012).

Rural cooperativism also holds the unique potential to
transform gender relations and customary authority, to defend
land rights and progressive agrarian change, as such,
authority was the socia and political pillar of historic super-
exploitation, particularly of women. Fast Track Land Reform
tripled the proportion of rura women holding land in their
ownright, yet women remain greatly under-represented (with
below 20 per cent of al farm units). The land movement also
opened political space for women, which was filled in mass
numbers. Women however seldom held leadership positions
inland committees and local farmer associations (see Murisa
2012). While new cooperativism isthe most realistic vehicle
for withering away the retrogressive patriarchal aspects of
customary authority, there are class contradictions here too.

Quite critically, facing various agrarian demands from such
organised groups and other influential actors, the state has
remained interventionist since 2003. For instance, the state
has also been active in supporting farmers’ groups via
agricultural extension officers, contrary to suggestions that
new farmers have not received state support (e.g. Scoones et
al. 2010; Cliffeet al. 2011) or that they have been re- tribalised
(Worby 2003). The various measures which show that the
small producers have thrived because of rather than lack of
state support include: the protection of land occupiers,
despite allowing some evictions to occur; the expanded role
of marketing boards; trade protection; some subsidiesto agro-
industry and farmers (credit, inputs and machinery) before
and after dollarisation; the ban on GMOs; and so forth.

Overdl, it is clear that intervention into thisfluid field by a
new social agent based on cooperative and democratic
principles can further erode customary authority, empower
women, integrate farm workers and smallholders into agro-
industrial production units, and expand the potential for the
formation of alliances among cooperative producers
nationwide. Such agency may fulfil the aspirationsfor popular
agrarian change which are necessary after Fast Track, but this
should go much further than welfarist measure to create
efficient worker-controlled cooperatives to sustain the
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struggle against monopoly capitalism, and retain pressure on
the reconfigured state.

These social dynamics may shape the future of rural and
national politics, depending on the ability of rural
cooperativism to deepen its scope and branch out to form
wider political alliances. Theresurrection of massrurd politics
requires building up the new producer associations into an
advanced, united, and autonomous cooperative movement of
rural workers, capable, not only of obtaining ad hoc services,
but also of didocating the new black bourgeoisie from its
political pedestal (Moyo and Yeros 2007a).

Concluding Remarks: Lessons from Zimbabwe

Whiletheinterna dynamics, including the class character of
the land reform, the indigenisation strategy and ongoing
social struggles will determine the ability of the state to
sustain an inward-looking accumulation process and its
legitimacy, the security context and the foreign policy have
been crucial in creating the external conditionsfor sustaining
theradical reform. Inthis context, despite Zimbabwe' srelative
geopalitical insignificance, the re-radicalisation of land reform
has challenged outright the controlled character of the
transitionsto magjority rulein settler-colonial Africa. For this
reason, it has been characterised as an ‘unusual and
extraordinary threat’ tothe USA (President George Bush 2002),
and subjected to a host of sanctions and isolation.

Itisonly thenew SADC security framework which, despite all
its prevarications, is anchored in a mutual defence pact that
has effectively prevented the militarisation of the Zimbabwe
guestion (Moyo and Yeros 2011b). Zimbabwe's Look East
Policy is ‘complementary, rather than [serving as] an
alternative to engaging with the West' (Patel and Chan
2006:182) asit hasneither turned itsback on Western capital,
nor accepted investment from Chinaand therest of the East or
South without conditions. The L EP was pursued as amethod
of circumventing Western sanctions, while pressuring the
West back into investing in Zimbabwe, on conditions
consistent with its indigenisation and empowerment policy.
This outcome raises wider questions about the external
conditions which enable or undermine radical reform,
particularly the nature of relations with neighbouring states.

Furthermore, while Zimbabwe has particularities of its own,
the structural and social sources of radical change are firmly
rooted in most societies of the Global South (see Moyo and
Yeros 2005a, 2011a). Thisis not to say that radical change
depends on mere ‘will’, and that political resignation should
be answered by naive voluntarism. The correlation of forces
in every situation should be assessed, with the intention of
changing it, not preserving it. This also means that a clear
understanding of the state apparatus and state power must be
devel oped. A blanket anti-statist policy of ‘ changing theworld
without taking power’, which remains so hegemonic among
social movements, ought to be replaced by a strategy and
tactics which seek to ater state power and unravel the state
apparatusin theinterest of the oppressed; i.e. towardsradical
agrarian reform.

For mass mobilisations to endure the countervailing forces
that will inevitably align against them, they must take
serioudly the agrarian component of society. The objective

should not be merely to accumulate forces for change, but
asotoinitiate alonger-term process of structural change and
national resistance, of which the agrarian question is a
fundamental component. All societies in recent years that
have entered a process of radicalisation have discovered that
their food dependence and their domestic disjuncture
between agriculture, industry, and energy are crucial sources
of vulnerability. This potential weakness means that mass
mobilisation must also take seriously the project of ‘re-
peasantisation’ as an explicitly modern project, and as the
only aternative in congquering autonomous development in
the South (Amin 2012; Patnaik 2012).

The particular Zimbabwe experience suggests that
redistributive land reform remains necessary to redress
existing racial, social and spatial inequalities to advance
socialy inclusive agrarian societies and promote wider rural
livelihoods, accommodating a diverse range of classes and
ethno-regiona entities, in the context of aninnovative national
development strategy. An African vision for agrarian change
cannot be modelled around Eurocentric experiences of
industria transformation, which pretend to have arisen froma
pacific evolution of economies of scale and anatural process
of integration into the global neoliberal capitalist world based
upon ‘ comparative advantage. Thisis neither a plausible nor
feasible alternative. In countries such as South Africa and
Namibia, what remains of thelegacy of theApartheid agrarian
model is a deepening of class-race inequalities and the
ongoing concentration of land ownership and capital, and
socia deprivation.

The challenges of broadly based agrarian transformation, in
light of the uneven balance of forces require serious consi-
deration, including more innovative state interventions that
seek to promote a progressive accumul ation trajectory, entai-
ling new strategies of rural development. To prevent the
persistent super-exploitation of wage labour and small
producers in the context of globalised agrarian markets, the
current weaknesses of small producer and market coopera-
tiveswill have to be addressed to countervail existing limited
state agricultural protection and support. This requires both
increased popular mobilisation and progressivereformsin the
state.

Notes

1. The material in this speech was reworked from a chapter by Sam
Moyo and Paris Yeros (2013): The Zimbabwe Model:
Radicalisation, Reform and Resistance, In Moyo, Sam and W.
Chambati (eds), The Land and Agrarian Reform in Zimbabwe:
Beyond White-Settler Capitalism, Dakar: CODESRIA (2013).

2. A merchant path consist of non-rural capital, including merchant
capital, petty bourgeois elements, bureaucrats, military personnel
and professionals who gain access to land. They farm on a smaller
scale than capitalist farms but are integrated into export markets
and global agro-industry.

3. The junker path, formerly of landlords turned capitalists, has its
variants in the white settler societies of Southern Africa, and it
operates in tandem with transactional capital.

4. Formally constituted and bureaucratised organs of political
representation, such as political parties, farmers’ unions, trade
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unions, and NGOs failed to mobilise a radical land movement (see
Moyo 2001; Yeros 2002; Moyo and Yeros 2005b).

5. Some contemporary parallels include Bolivia and, to a lesser degree,
Venezuela (see Moyo and Yeros 2011a).

6. By 1995, trade unions, led by the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade
Unions (ZCTU) had completely abandoned land reform as a
political project (Yeros 2002).The ZCTU had pried away from the
control of the state in the late 1980s, and articulated a critique of
structural adjustment in the early 1990s, but it gravitated towards a
political project of ‘good governance’ and ‘regime change’,
promoted by foreign donors and international trade unions.

7. Something that the ‘chaos’ theorists have seen as the ‘destruction
of the state’ (Hammar et al. 2003)

8. The immediate manifestation of such a tendency would be the
escalation of factional politics both within the ruling party and
within the MDC (see Moyo and Yeros 2007b).

9. Class analysis of the new Zimbabwe must come to grips with the ten-
dencies and contradictions of this tri-modal structure, and avoid
theories of ‘rentier economy’ (Davies 2005) or ‘crony capitalism’
(Bond 2009), or notions of ‘passive revolution’, which are based
on nebulous assessments of the new class relations (e.g. Raftopoulos
2010).

10. For some ‘pro-democracy’ forces (e.g. Cross 2011), this critique
has become opportunistic, calling for the nationalisation of black
capital but not Western capital!
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Rethinking CODESRIA’s Future: Priorities to Consider

FatimaHarrak
Former President
CODESRIA

The outgoing President of CODESRIA's Executive Committee, Fatima Harrak, has identified five areas of
concern the Council must focus on as it repositions itself for the challenges of the twenty-first century. In her
report at the 14™ General Assembly of CODESRIA heldin Dakar, June 2015, sheidentified some of the Council’s
challenges and proferred various recommendations to overcome these challenges. Excerpts of her speech:

animmense challenge, for meand for

the outgoing Executive Committee |
worked with, to serve CODESRIA during
the last three years and half.

I t has been a great privilege, but also

e Let me proudly present to you my
companions in this journey:

e Hemi Sharawy, from Egypt: the most
dynamic and the youngest at heart

e Mwallimu FE.M.K. Senkoro, from
Tanzania: the sage

e Emmanuel Yenshu Vubo, from
Cameroun: the most reflective

e Dzodzi Tsikata, from Ghana: the
barrister

¢ Kenneth Inyani Simala, from Kenya:
the passionate Mwallimu

* Jessie Kabwila-Kapasula, from
Malawi: the political animal

Claudio Alves-Furtado, from Cap Vert,
Etanislas Ngodi, from Congo Brazaville
& Puleng LenkaBula, from South Africa
— respectively sociologist, Political
scientist and Dean of Students specialist
of Ethics and leadership. Thistrio isthe
youngest, and proved to be the most
resourceful and innovative element of this
Executive Committee.

Working with this group of brilliant and
engaged pan-African scholars who all
have CODESRIA at heart —and who in
their mgjority (7/10) served their first term
of officeinaCODESRIA governing organ
— was both pleasurable and gratifying.
The challenges we had to face together
as a unit during our mandate brought us
closeto each other and it wasalwaysina
climate of entente, even of complicity, that
we performed our duties.

Teaming up with the Executive Secretary,
EbrimaSall, well known to the constitue-
ncy for his scrupulousness and his
identification with CODESRIA, hasalso
been amotivating experience.

Pleasefind here, dear Ebrima, the expre-
ssion of our gratitude to you and your
aids and staff for your kind support and
aways courteous collaboration.

On behalf of the Executive Committee |
would like now to highlight some of the
achievementsof this Executive Committee
since its election in December 2011, the
detailsof whichwill be elaborated by the
Executive Secretary in his report to this
Assembly.

The 2012-2015 Framework
Special, Focus 14th AG

Global environment

The global environment during the
second decade of the twenty-first century
ischaracterized by an exacerbation of the
financial crisis. The debate prompted by
Thomas Picketty’s book is symptomatic
of theambient anxiety about thefuture of
Capitalism as a result of the increasing
scarcity of resources, the greater debt, and
the intensifying popular resistance to
sustaining the burden of the palitics of
austerity (the Greek caseisindicative).

At the same time as the US and the
European Union (the previous economic
engines of global expansion) have
exhausted their potentialities and are in
open decline, the new centres of growth,
the BRICS, which provided anew impetus
for world growth during thefirst decade,
area so showing signs of de-accel eration.

The political and military outlook isalso
bleak, even hopeless: NATO, led by the
US and the EU are engaged in declared
imperia wars, directly or through proxies,
and anumber of other so-called civiliza-
tional clashesaround theworld, including
in Africa (North Africa, the Sahara and
Sahd).

Situation in Africa

These developments have all left their
imprint on Africa, but there is also a
specifically African context.

e In essence, Africa today is at the
crossroads. It is saddled by a myriad
of political, social and economic
challenges which have left many
countries politically unstable.

Yet, the paradox of a continent richly
endowed with natural resources and still
struggling with grinding poverty is
illustrative of the African economic
structural challenges. These political and
economic conditions have triggered a
wave of forced migration sometimeswith
tragic results.

In North Africaawave of popular protests
promised anew dawn of demacratic revo-
lutions, but the Spring did not naturally
progress to a bright summer of demo-
cracy; it haseven regressed, in somecases,
and the progress towards the institution
and/or consolidation of democratic gover-
nance disrupted and the return to military,
despotic and repressiverulelegitimated by
the so-called "war on terrorism".

The dismantlement of the Statein Libya
and the total destruction of its economy,
society and political order hasoffered yet
another African base, after Somalia—and



an inexhaustible source of funding — for
the combatants of the "war of civili-
zations', awar now proclaimedin North,
Central and West Africa.

TheEbolacrisisinWest Africa, whichwe
have lived with directly in CODESRIA,
came to demystify and deflate the Afro-
euphoria and the "Africa Rising" narra-
tive. It displayed to theworld the dramatic
and persisting damages inflicted on
African states and societies by Structural
Adjustment Policies, and which the Mil-
lennium Development Goals did not
succeed in remedying

Now that the MDGs have cometo anend,
the time has come for Africato pausefor
an evaluation of this experience before
embarking on a "post 2015 Sustainable
Development Goals' agendathat the UN
and other international development
agenciesare currently working on, onits
behalf!

State of African higher education
and social science research

In the field of African higher education
and socia science research, the second
decade of the twenty-first century has
been marked by:

e Growing awareness by African sta-
keholders, including some political
leaders, of the value of higher educa
tion in achieving their visions of
prosperity, peace and integration...
Whence the tremen-dous growth in
the higher education and research
sphere in Africa and the phenomenal
increase in the number of public and
private universities, research centers
and institutes, think tanks and
research NGOs, and the multiplication
of initiatives geared towards encoura-
ging higher education, research and
innovation — even if the share of So-
cial Sciences in this effort is
insignificant.

* the creation of more African funding
institutions, public and private, and
the implication of some BRICS
countries in funding research and
higher education projects in Africa

Nonethel ess,

» Higher Education in Africa con-
tinues to be fragmented, increasingly
privatized and internationalized, and
it continuesto suffer from brain drain
and the "expert/consultancy syn-
drome”
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* African governments continue to
prioritize the teaching and research
in STEM (Science Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (with
few exceptions) for which they
provide infrastructure and funding
(national and endowment funds).

» Socia sciences in Africa continue,
therefore, to operate under condi-
tions that are seriously under-
equipped and under-resourced,
both in African universities and in
independent research institutions
and NGOs. This means that African
social scientists and social science
research institutions are still in a
situation of dependence vis-a-vis
international donors and funding
agencies.

* And today these resources are no
longer reliable, nor are they always
adapted to the local research
priorities.

Obviously, these developments had
direct bearing on the functioning,
scientific production as well as on the
working conditionsat CODESRIA.

The cutback and delay of disbursement
of fundsfrom some of our key donorsdid
congtitute one of the major challengeswe
faced during our mandate. Both the
financid crisis, and the fact that some of
our partners were funding newly created
social science research institutions in
Africa, explains the difficult situation in
which CODESRIA founditsdlf during the
last three years. This brought home the
obligation to confront the challenge of
diversification of our funding sources.

The other difficulty we faced during our
term was the Ebola crisis which made it
obligatory for CODESRIA to suspend
many of its activities. Thissituation also
brought home the urgent need to devel op
the capacities of CODESRIA, both
technical and human, for assimilating and
integrating ICTsin itsfunctioning.

The convulsions in North and Sahelo-
Saharan Africacaused the halting of some
of our activities but were a so the source
of lively intellectual debates and an
inspiration for a substantial number of
research proposals and activities at
CODESRIA.

Another difficulty faced during this
period was the fact that the Secretariat
had to work with areduced workforce as
theresult of thevoluntary andinvoluntary
parting of anumber of senior staff.

Notwithstanding all these incon-
veniences, however, important achieve-
ments have been made by this Executive
Committee.

Achievements since the 13" GA
Institutional development

The general disenchantment induced by
the predicaments of the 13" General
Assembly made that the Executive
Committee elected in Rabat had among
its major tasks, if not its main task, the
revision of the governance mechanisms
of CODESRIA. What wasrequired of us
wastheinitiation of aninternd evaluation
of the root causes of the malaise we
witnessed in Rabat, an evaluation that
was to lead to the renewal and revitali-
zation of the membership, governance
and management of CODESRIA and the
re-actualization of itsintellectual agenda.

Kicking off thisprocessto astart was not
easy; that iswhy we consider that coming
tothis General Assembly with aninternal
review is a major achievement of this
Executive Committee.

Itisan Internal Review inthree parts:

(D An Internal Review on Membership
and Governance, chaired by Pro-
fessor Thandika Makdawire with the
participation of Dr. Pierre Sané and
Professor Aki Sawyer. This review
was finalized in February 2015 and
the report, recommendations and
proposed Charter amendments
circulated to CODESRIA member-
ship in early March, for examination
and discussion in this GA,;

(2 An Internal Review on Management,
chaired by Prof. Zenebework Tadese
with the participation of Profs
Akwasi Aido and Temba Masilela,
launched inApril 2015. A preliminary
report of this review will be
presented to the GA for information;

(3)And a third internal review concer-
ning CODESRIA’s intellectual
agenda, is chaired jointly by Profs.
Elisio Macamo and Mustapha Raufu
with the participation of Profs.
Pamela Mbabezi and Dickson Eyoh.
This review was launched in March
2015 and a preliminary report of the
committee will also be presented to
this GA for information.

Thework undertaken —or underway — by
these three review teams and the spirited
and fertile debate we will have around
their documents, will assuredly unfold
unto anew vision and new directionsfor
CODESRIA.



Another important contribution of thisEC
to the institutional development of
CODESRIA isthe elaboration and adop-
tion of aCode of Ethicsfor the members
of the Executive Committee. Thiswasour
way of contributing to streng-thening
accountability, guarding against conflict
of interest and abuse of power and esta-
blishing amoral protocol for this gover-
ning organ of CODESRIA. Thisdocument
may serveasamode for the development
of amoregeneral codewhichwill bind all
officeholdersat CODESRIA.

Together with the Secretariat, thisEC has
also been able to put membership issues
on a stronger footing, by urging for the
compilation of thelist of members, adop-
ting amembership policy and almost com-
pleting the modalities of payment of
membership dues through electronic
means.

ThisEC hasalso overseen the preparation
and adoption of several policy papersthe
aim of which was the rationalization of
CODESRIA'swork and thereinforcement
of responsibility.

Intellectual Agenda

The mandate of this EC coincided with
the launching of a new strategic plan to
cover the period 2011-2016. Work started
onthisplan since 2009 but could only be
finalized in 2012, with the contribution of
the EC and the SC.

Our mandate also coincided with the
celebration of CODESRIA’s 40" anni-
versary. Variousactivitiesof CODESRIA
during 2013 were held under theumbrella
of the anniversary celebration but the
grand celebration was, for logistical
reasons, held in June 2014 under the
theme of "Forty Years of Research and
Knowledge Production for Africa’

Apart from these two big events this
committee has had to regularly oversee
the completion of variousactivitiesof the
research, training and publication pro-
grammes, with aparticular concernfor the
rationalization and refocusing of our
effortsand our resources (decentralizing,
privileging research over micro-metho-
dological training, optimizing use of ICT,
delegating to African universities...)

More needs to be done in this direction
and we are counting on the Internal
Review on Management to initiate
change where routine and entrenched
ways of doing things have been difficult
to extricate.
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CODESRIA has been involved in many
other excitingintellectual activitieswhich
the Executive Secretary will expound in
hisreport.

Challenges
Communication

CODESRIA continues to suffer from a
communication deficit (or a "commu-
nication challenge" asacolleague put it),
in spite of a cognizance of the difficulty
and an expressed will to tackleit.

Wedtill havedifficulties disseminating our
research and projecting CODESRIA
within and outside the continent.

Efforts have been made by the secretariat
in the form of the development of the
website and the social media associated
with it. Some of CODESRIA’s publi-
cations and journals have also been put
online, partnerships have been made with
commercia publishers and distributors,
the process of renewal of tenure for
periodicals' editors has been started ...

However, this deficit of communication
persistsand existson morethan onelevel;
it exists within the institution and
between CODESRIA and its constituency.

In spite of the progress made on member-
ship matters, including the long-sought-
after list of membersand the Membership
Review, alot remainsto be donein order
to strengthen relations with both
individual and institutional members,
reach out to the young generation of
scholars, especialy from the among the
marginalized communities — such as the
Arabophone, the islanders and resear-
chersin zones of conflict or instability.

The monthly Newsletter is a welcome
initiative but it isnot regular and it needs
an editorial team that will invigorate and
energize it; more than that, it does not
dispense from direct contact, real or
virtual, whenever that isfeasible. That is
why we have continuously urged for:

e a structured Outreach Program for
EC members,

* holding of more meetings and
activities of CODESRIA outside of
Dakar, thus allowing a decongestion
and decentralization of our pro-
grammes and stimulating the
exchanges between the leadership
and management of CODESRIA on
the one hand and the researchers,
universities and research institu-
tions in various parts of the
continent , on the other.

During our term, two of thisEC'smeetings
were held outside of Dakar, one in Cap
Vert and one in Mombassa, and two
outreach missionswere organized for EC
members to Tunisia and Congo; the
lessons learned from these limited
experiences pledge in favor of more
mobility for CODESRIA activities and
more collaboration with African research
and higher education institutions.

I cannot end this section without
underlying the necessity of improving
communication on some other levels:

¢ between the EC and the CODESRIA
staff, and

¢ between the EC and our funders
¢ between the EC and the ES

The two meetings that this EC had with
our Nordic donorsand itsencounter with
the CODESRIA local staff represent a
good step in this direction. These
reunions have been very informative and
have given us greater awareness of the
problems of the local employees and a
better understanding of the complexities
of thefunding milieu.

Communication between the EC and the
ESisagovernance and managerial matter
which needs to be approached through
organizationa reform.

Sustainability

Like the communication syndrome, the
issues of diversification of funding
sources and long term financial sustai-
nability have been worrying CODESRIA
— as well as its key funders — for some
time now. It is now a pressing question.

We have yet to imagine and lay down a
strategy, afundraising campaign for long
term, independent and sustainable fun-
ding to support CODESRIA's adminis-
trative costs and the execution of its
scientific programmes.

We have been speaking of the establi-
shment of an Endowment Fund for along
time but moving very slowly in that
direction. At the same time, numerous
plans and suggestions for mobilizing
resourcesfrom the continent (Gulf, ADB,
Angola...) have been proposed, but not
followed up.

We hope that the efforts of this and other
Executive Committeesto ensure that the
Endowment Fund is established will be
continued and sustained by theincoming
Executive Committee.



CODESRIA

We not only need to be more resourceful
and more aggressive in our pursuit of the
diversification of our funding but we also
need to address the emergent and sprea-
ding phenomenon of small grants and
small funders.

Recommendations

May | close this statement by recom-
mending to the attention of thisvenerable
assembly the major concerns of this EC
asit endsits mission:

First concern: the completion and
implementation of the three reviews and
the concretization the vision for a
CODESRIA for thetwenty-first century;

Second concern: the diversification,
sustainability and independence of our
funding and the definitive resolution of
the question of the Endowment Fund;

Third concern: the configuration of ade-
centralization schemefor our programmes
and activities as one of the means of fa-
cing up to many challenges: communica-
tion of research and with scholars;
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outreach to young and emerging intellec-
tuals, marginalized regions and scholarly
communities; concretization of relations
with insti-tutional members; co-funding
of anumber of activities...);

Fourth concern: the responsible use of
ICTs. Driven by CODESRIA'sgoalsand
needs, serious thinking must be given to
integrating this technology for the
efficient management of both the
administrative and scientific pursuits of
the Council; and

Fifth concern: the intellectual agenda of
CODESRIA. Whilethisagendashould be
globally engaged, we must be attentive
that it remains locally relevant and
focused around themes of priority not
only to our constituency but to our
continent. And while cultivating colla-
boration between scholars of Africaand
those of the global south and between
Africanresearchersand their peersinthe
rest of the world, we must see to it that
the knowledge produced by this Council
continues to be context specific and

geared towards African needs as formu-
lated by the continent’s intellectuals.

It isthe enthusi astic engagement of these
intellectuals, and the commitment of the
African human and social science
community of scholarsat large, manifes-
ted in the presence of so many of you
here today (and the so many others who
could not come), that give meaning and
valueto thework of CODESRIA. Thank
you, dear membersof CODESRIA, for your
loyalty and unfailing engagement.

May | inthename of all of you, andinthe
name of the outgoing EC, express our
appreciation to our funders and partners,
some of whom have been backing usand
valuing our work from thevery beginning;
we are grateful for their trust and their
sponsorship.

Together we can fashion a dynamic and
resourceful CODESRIA for the twenty-
first century!

Thank you for your kind attention.

Summary Report of CODESRIA 14" General Assembly:
Creating African Futures in an Era of Global Transformations

The 14" Generd Assembly of CODESRIA
took place at the King Fahd Palace Hotel,
Dakar, 8-12 June 2015. The theme of the
General Assembly and upon which most
paper presenations and discussions were
based was ‘ Creating African Futuresin
an era of Global Transfromations'. The
theme was chosen due to the felt need to
havethe General Assembly, whichisone
of the largest gatherings of Social
Scientistsin Africa, engagein debatesand
reflections on a framework that would
inform the construction of the African
future, within the context of globalization
that has threatened to destroy the
progress in social development in recent
times. The Assembly had initialy been
scheduled for December 2014, but had to
be rescheduled due to the outbreak of the
Ebola virus disease which affected most
countries in the West African region.

The 14th General Assembly took placein
the context of anumber of devel opments
that need to be highlighted. First the
meeting took place afew months after the
commemoration of the 40th anniversary

Ibrahim Oanda
CODESRIA
Dakar

of the establishment of CODESRIA. The
40th anniversary wasamoment of reunion
and reflection on CODESRIA'sleadership
role in research and knowledge
productioninthesocia sciencesinAfrica
The 14th GA &l so coincided with theend
of the 2012-2015 programme cycle of the
Council’s research engagements, and
reflections on the next cycleand strategic
plan. This was therefore an opportunity
for the Executive Committee of the Council
and the Secretariat to report to the
community and funding partnerson what
had been achieved and what the future
focus of the Council would be. Thirdly,
the Assembly was an opportunity for the
community to discuss reports on the
admingtrativeand intellectual reformsthat
the Council needed to undertake moving

forward. This was a purely internal
exercise that the Council had decided to
undertakein order to continue positioning
itself as Africa’s premier Socia Science
research institution. A new development
inthe organization of the activities of the
General Assembly was the separation of
the scientific and admingtrative activities
of the assembly following the
recommendations of the management
review committee.

With the above background, it was
considered imperative for the African
Social Science community to reflect on
how to ‘reinvent a future for themselves
and redefine the social, cultural, moral,
ethical and ingtitutional foundations of
the citizenship and membership in the
local, national and continental levels, ina
free, united, democratic and prosperous
Africa, in peacewithitself and theworld'.
Thus, the choice of the General Assembly
theme.

The conference was organized into 6
plenary sessions (conference presen-



tations), 6 roundtables, 24 parallel
sessions and one event for the launch of
new CODESRIA journals. The first
plenary session was devoted to three
events. These were the opening speech
of the CODESRIA Executive Secretary,
EbrimaSall, thereport of the president of
CODESRIA'sExecutive Committee, Fatima
Harrak, and the keynote address (Cheikh
AntaDiop Lectrure), whichwasddivered
by Carlos Lopes, Executive Secretary of
UNECA on the theme’ Africa’s impera-
tives to determine its own future'.

Theroundtablesfocused onthefollowing
issues:
* Inventing our future

 Building healthy societies: epidemic
control and prevention

» Understanding and Transcending
Fundamentalisms

» South- South: Reconfiguring South-

South Relations for Global
Transformation
e Industrialization, Trade and

Structural Transformation
» The Africa we want

The presentations at the parallel sessions
also covered a broad range of themes,
including thefollowing:

« The African Diaspora in the
Recreation of Africa’s Futures

* Regional Integration and Pathways
to African Futures

» Toward more Democratic Futures:

Making Governance Work for all
Africans

* Neo-liberalism and the Financia-
lization of Natural Resources in
Africa

e International Criminal Justice,
Responsibility to Protect (R2P), and
Sovereignty in the Africa of the
Future

» Fashioning African Futures:
Disciplinary, Interdisciplinary and
Gendered Perspectives

* Land Grabs, Property Rights and
Citizenship

» From Impressive Growth to Inclu-

siveness: Large-scale Deals and
Households' Livelihood in SSA

» Planning Development: Alternative
Economic Models for Africa's
Futures
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e Towards Knowledge-driven Socie-
ties in Africa: Higher Education,
Research, and the Transformation of
African Economies and Societies

 African Popular Culture and the Ima-
gination of Alternative Futures

» Decoloniality and African Futuresin
the Twenty-first Century

* Beyond MDGs: Pathways to the
Sustainably Developed Community

e Designing and Building Resilient
and Socialy Inclusive Societies

e Social Reconstruction in Post-
neoliberal Society

* Health, Arts and Popular Cultures:

How Cultural Industries Re-invent
the "Suffering "? in Africa

* Regional Integration and Pathways
to African Futures

 Strengthening the Social and Human
Sciences in Africa: Intellectual and
Institutional Challenges

» African Popular Culture and the
Imagination of Alternative Futures

» Climate Change and its Implications
for African Futures. Innovative Ap-
proaches to Agricultural Develop-
ment and Industrialization

» Progress of the World’s Women
2015-2016: Transforming Economies,
Redlizing Rights

e Supporting Forest Livelihoods
through Local Representation

* Reinvesting History in Literature,
Movies and Media

e History in the Construction of
African Futures: Challenges and
Prospects

Opening Speeches

The Speech of the Executive
Secretary of CODESRIA, Dr Ebrima
Sall

Dr Sall began hisaddress by inviting the
members to observe a minute of silence
in tribute to fellow members of the
community who had died in the course
of the year; Prof Amady Aly Dieng of
Senegal, Dr. Ndeye Sokhna Gueye of
Senegal, Dr Yves Chouala of Cameroon
and Dr Roselyne Achieng of Kenya. He
then took timeto share with membershis
desire and ambition to create conditions
for a more promising future for the
Council. Hereitarated the need to have a

CODESRIA that ismorecommitted, more
visible, with necessary reformsin depth.
He invited the community to further
contribute to the devel opment of Africa
The EStook timeto thank the researchers
who had come from all backgrounds, the
Senegalese government for supporting
the council over the years, and donors
who haveawaystrusted CODESRIA and
committed funds to the Council’s
activities.

Speech by the President of
CODESRIA, Dr Fatima Harrack

The President welcomed participants to
the GA. Like the ES, she echoed the
Council’s gratitude to the Senegalese
government for continued hospitality and
support, and the honour that the
government had accorded the GA by
having the Prime Minister preside over
the opening ceremony. The president
also extended gratitude to the different
personalities from the universities, the
diplomatic corps in Senegal and
organizations of civil society for their
commitment and support.

Keynote Speech by Carlos Lopes,
Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA)

Carlos Lopes started his speech by con-
gratulating Codesria for its 42 years of
existence. Lopez noted that CODESRIA
hasacritical roleto play in shaping Afri-
ca stransformation. He noted the existing
partnerships between CODESRIA and
ECA and expressed the need to expand
the depth of such cooperation for the
organizations to make a shared contri-
bution to Africa s development.

Speech by Mohammed Abdallah
Boun Dionne, Prime Minister of the
Government of Senegal, representing
the President

The last speech was that of the Prime
Minister (PM) of Senegal, on behalf of
the President of Senegal. The Prime
Minister paid tributeto former Presidents
of CODESRIA and the founders, who
nurtured theideato create such arelevant
organization. He also congratulated
those who have contributed, since the
creation of CODESRIA, to its historic
mission of knowledge production,
networking, training and publication. He
extolled theroleof CODESRIA inhelping
to confront the many challenges of
Africa The PM made reference to the



Senegal ese government’s strategy for an
emerging Senegal, known as the "Plan
Senegal Emergent” (PSE). The strategy,
according to him, aims to increase the
productivity of Senegal’seconomy inthe
public and private sectors. He noted that
thereisaperfect connection between the
PSE and the theme of the 14th General
Assembly which is; "Creating Africa's
Futures in an era of Global
Transformation". The PM called for the
cooperation of Senegal towardsrealizing
Senegal’'s devel opment agenda. He also
reiterated the commitment of the
Senegalese government to continue to
support CODESRIA. One expression of
this continued support, according to the
PM, istherecent the provision of apiece
of landin Djamiadjo for the construction
of CODESRIA’'s headquarters. 10n this
note, the PM, on behalf of the President
of the Republic of Senegal, formally
declared open the 14" General Assembly.

1stWorking Session of the
Scientific Conference

Chair: Dzodzi Tsikata (Vice-president
of CODESRIA)

This session was devoted to presentation
and discussion of CODESRIA Review
Reports. Three reports were presented
and discussed during this session. These
were

a) Report of the President of CODESRIA
by the President, Fatima Harrack

b) Report of the Executive Secretary of
CODESRIA by the ES, Ebrima Sall.

c) Presentation and discussion of the
Reports of CODESRIA internal
review committees

Presenting her report, the President of
CODESRIA, FatimaHarrack, highlighted
thedifficult environment withinwhichthe
EC had worked to drive the work of the
Council. According to her, global trends
such as concerns about the future of
capitalism, expression of discontent as
seenin popular uprisingsespecialy inthe
Arabworld, the emergence of proxy wars
asseenintheentry of the USA and NATO
into North Africa, the Ebolacrisisin West
Africa and the general concern with the
state of higher education in Africa; had
all presented both intellectual and
operational challenges to the work of
CODESRIA. Thishad beenmirroredinthe
delayed disbursement of funds from
donors; the rescheduling of various
CODESRIA activities due to the Ebola
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crisis and the reduced staff numbers at
the secretariat despite the expansion of
programme activities. With regard to the
state of higher education in Africa, the
president noted that the sector continued
to be fragmented, privatized, interna-
tionalized and therefore deepening the
crisis of brain drain, and continuously
creating an expectation within the com-
munity that CODESRIA neededtostepin
to aleviate shortagesin capacity. Where
governments had shown any interest, the
focuswasonthe STEM disciplineswhile
ignoring the SSH. Despite the challenges,
the president highlighted the achie-
vements that had been recorded in the
tenure of the EC. Theseincluded putting
themembership of the Council onastrong
footing; overseeing preparation and
adoption of policy documents such asthe
gender policy; overseeing the develo-
pment of the new strategic plan, 2013-
2016; and compl etion of variousresearch
and publi-cation programs. She added
that three internal reviews were accom-
plished in the areas of membership and
governance, intellectual agenda and
management. Thesereviewswereinitiated
for the purpose of moving CODESRIA in
anew direction and vision. The Executive
committee also put in place a code of
ethics to strengthen accountability.

The need for better communication and
utilization of ICTs was echoed in her
report. Improved communication need to
happen between the EC and CODESRIA
staff, between the executive committee
and funders as well as between the
executive committee and the executive
secretary. In terms of sustainability, the
issue of diversification of funding and
long-term financial stability in order to
support administrative costs and
execution of its activities has been of
concern to CODESRIA and its funders.
Totacklethisfinancia issue, effortswere
started towards the establishment of an
endowment fund for CODESRIA. Fatima
Harrak finished her report with some
recommendations from the executive
committee, which include: 1) the
completion and implementation of the
three internal reviews, 2) diversification
and sustainability of funding through the
establishment of an endowment fund, 3)
decentralization of CODESRIA'sprogram-
mes and activities as ameans of tackling
challenges linked to communication and
research, and outreach to young scholars,
4) ensuring that the intellectual agenda
of CODESRIA remains locally relevant

and focus on the continent and
constituencies, 5) production of
knowledge that would be continent and
context specific, and 6) fostering
collaboration among researchersinAfrica.

In his report the ES, Ebrima Sall, noted
that despite the challenges outlined by
the president, the state of the Council
remained strong and the balance sheet
positive. He highlighted the level of
engagement, involvement and inputs
from the community during workshops,
institutes and conferences organized by
CODESRIA. He noted some of the
accomplishments by the Council in the
last 42 months, including; 1) The external
evaluation of CODESRIA commissioned
by the donors which came out with a
positive evaluation of the Council’s
activitiesand focus, 2) Streamlining of the
activities of the Council which include
organization of the research agenda
around themes and a concentration of
research training activities to renew the
community through training of young
scholars, 3) The launch of new
programmes, journals, networks and
publications, and 4) an attempt to enter
areas which CODESRIA was not in
previously like justice. Other lines of
interventions from the office of the
Executive Secretary focused on, 1)
training trainerson leadership and cyber-
security issues, 2) supporting doctoral
research activities, 3) generating literature
in areas needed for the continent by
African universities, 4) ensuring free
electronic open access of material instead
of printed versions only, 5) the
establishment of amonthly e-bulletin, 6)
astrong partnership with the global south
by putting resourcestogether and getting
accessto alarger pool of material, 7) and
a systematic effort put in place to make
sure practicesare codified. In termsof the
endowment fund, Dr. Sall highlighted the
difficulty of establishing one due to
expensive cogt, time and challenge with
setting up an online system like paypal
for donations. Regarding the staffing
issues, Dr. Sall advocated for arotation at
the level of senior staff so that
CODESRIA doesnot loseitsingtitutional
memory. The ES also mentioned
CODESRIA'soutreachinitiartiveby being
aco-organizer of amgjor summit on higher
education this past March in Senegal. In
September 2015, CODESRIA will partner
with the Inter-national Social Science
Council and the Human Sciences
Research Council to host the World Socia



Science Forum in Durban, South Africa.
CODESRIA will dso continueto reach out
to the African Union and regional
organizations in an effort to bring
research and policy together.

VariousInterventionswere madefromthe
floor in responseto the reports of the pre-
sident and ES. With regard to the esta-
blishment of the endowment fund, some
concerns were raised regarding the idea
of sourcing for endowments from outsi-
de while keeping the integrity of CO-
DESRIA’s mission. With regard to
membership, a suggestion was made to
strengthen regional sub-groups in order
to connect with young scholars, asyoung
scholars still considered CODESRIA as
an elitist organization meant for esta-
blished scholars. With regard to the en-
dowment fund, Professor Adam Habib
suggested that CODESRIA should nego-
tiatewithinstitutionsin Africathat alrea-
dy had the PayPal facility and in fact
offered that of the University of Witwa-
tersrand, where heistheVice Chancellor.

C) Second Session: Presentation and
discussion of the reports of the
CODESRIA internal Review com-
mittees (management, intellectual
agenda review and membership and
governance)

Chair: FatimaHarrak

Thechair gavean overview of thereview
process and review documents, pointing
out that the review documents had been
circulated within the community. Thetask
was therefore first, to discuss and adopt
the charter amendments especially with
regard to membership and elections. She
noted that the EC appreciated the report
on membership, which it valued and
considered important in guiding charter
amendments. The EC however indicated
that the issue of votes and representation
required further reflection. Therewasaso
relative disagreement with the review
team’snarrow view of the social sciences
and the approach to transdisciplinarity.
The amendments largely dealt with
membership and therightsof membersas
regards participation in the General
Assembly and scientific conference.

Discussion and adoption of
charter amendment proposals

Thediscussion on the adoption of charter
amendments was chaired by Issa Shiviji,
Former Mwalimu J. Nyerere Chair in Pan
African Studies, University of Dar Es
Salaam in Tanzania.The Vice-President
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of CODESRIA, Dzodzi Tsikata, went
through each of the 5 clusters of
amendments to the charter and moved a
resolution for the adoption of each of
them. Professor Sam Moyo seconded it.
The floor was opened for discussion by
the chair. The amendments were
eventually passed after aunanimousvote
in support of each of them.

Reports of the Review
Committees

After the adoption of the Charter
amendments that largely covered the
report of the Membership and
Governance Committee, the participants
were taken through the reports of the
Intellectual Agendaand the Management
Review Committees.

Report of the Intellectual Agenda
Committee

Themembersof thecommitteewereElisio
Macamo; Abdul Raufu; PamelaM babazi
and Dickson Eyoh. Presenting the report
on behalf of the other members, Dickson
Eyoh noted that the committee |ooked at
the state of research undertaken by the
Council, what had been achieved and the
best way of moving forward. The
committee based itsreport on areview of
documents and feedback from a
questionnairethat it had circul ated within
the community. The committee noted the
following:

* That CODESRIA has continued to
pursue its research agenda through
various vehicles and that the
research themes covered a wide
range of issues.

e That the quality of research by the
Council remained good but uneven.

 Interms of the research portfolio, the
committee noted that there had been
a rapid growth in the size of the
research portfolio to the extent it
would appear the secretariat had
difficulties in managing all of them.

» There appeared to be lack of clarity
between basic and policy research
and how to effectively interface the
two.

e Training is linked to research
projects and thematic institutes, and
in the overall the quality had been
good though there was room for
further improvement.

 Interms of publications, there was a
backlog due to too many titles that
CODESRIA was managing and the

management of the publication
process needed improvement.

Report of the Management
Committee

The members of this committee were
Zenebeworke Tadesse, Akwasi Aidoo,
Pablo Gentili and Temba Masilela.
Presenting the report on behalf of the
committee, Tadesse noted that the focus
of the committee was to look at the
status, strengths and challenges that the
Council faced intermsof itsmanagement.
The leading question was to explore the
extent towhich CODESRIA wasadjusting
itself to global and African challenges.
The committee, after an analysis of the
status and strengths of the Council
recommended thefollowing:

» Theneedfor CODESRIA todiversify
its sources of core funding

* The need to have dedicated staff at
the secretariat to look into mem-
bership and resource mobilization
and that priority is given to creating
a specia endowment building sub-
committee.

e Convince donors to have a joint
reporting template as staff spent so
much time to respond to different
reporting templates from different
donors.

e Greater utilization of the scientific
committee in  implementing
CODESRIA programmes

e Some internal reforms were required
within the secretariat starting with a
human resource audit.

A rational decentralization of
CODESRIA’s activities was needed.

e Increase membership fees and
ensure it is regularly paid.

Reportsfrom theRound-Tables
Round Table: " Inventing Our Future'
Chairperson : Mahmood Mamdani

Presenters:

» Adam Habib,

e Adebayo Olukoshi,

¢ Y ang Guang

* Benjamin Soares
Presentation by Adam Habib

The presentation began by underlining
theimperativenessand urgency of Africa
to play a vanguard role in its develop-
ment. Thiswould haveto beinformed by
Africa’s original ideas. It would require
creating incentives and capacitiesfor the
political classto include Africa’s future.



Whileit was possibletoimaginethefutu-
re, the problem was how to create the ne-
cessary conditions to accomplish it.
Africa was operating in a hostile world
that was dominated by alternative views
and ideas of more powerful actors who
were opposed toitsinitiative and agency
to attain its own future. This needed a
coherent plan, which would include the
agency and method for creatingiit. It would
involve institutional architecture and se-
curity architecture, aswell asacommon
market for the continent. A casein point
was China, which had used itsmarket size
to enhanceits agenda. Countrieslike Ni-
geria, South Africaand Egypt, which had
takenthelead inindustrialization and de-
velopment, would have to take the lead
to create the "continental hegemonic
triad" to drive the market agenda, etc.
They have the capacity to establish that
dliance and undertake that vanguardrole.
Other measuresincluded creating incen-
tivesfor the palitical classand putting in
place checks and balances (balance of
power) so as to ensure that the political
classacted intheright political direction.
This, in his view, required democracy at
national level, civil society, organizing the
popular masses and a viable opposition.
Other require-mentsincluded Pan-Africa-
nism as an ideology, identity, language,
common values, etc. Pan-Africanismwas
viewed as a cosmopolitan identity. He
concluded that a common market and
Pan-Africanism would bring all people
together without roots.

Presentation by Adebayo
Olukoshi

Henoted, in hispresentation the multiple
past struggles for the future and the
pessimisms, which had been expressed
about Africa’s future. He warned that
whereas the leftists envisioned the
futuristic tasks, many of which required
attention, dedication and time, some
scholarslacked timefor seriousresearch.
They therefore formulated solutions for
unresearched problems. This resulted in
more unintelligibility of future studies,
which became more of daydreaming. He
underlined the imperativeness of
undertaking prospective studies and
experiencing projections for the future.
This required inter alia, defining the
problem, the agency and resources, the
reasonswhy; linking the past, present and
future; clarity about the geo-political and
strategic interventions on the African
continent by superpowersseekingtogain

CODESRIA Bulletin, Nos 3 & 4, 2015 Page 46

a foothold in Africa. Others included
proposing acontinental vision for Africa,
responding to foreign visions about
Africaand felt power of the many futures
suggested about Africa. He stressed the
need for understanding the linkage
between the notion of the collective and
that of power; how dimensions of
inequality, exclusion, marginality etc. lead
to vital questions; how to unleash
necessary movementsfor (in) forming our
future; the current declarations about
"emergence of Africa’ amongst African
countries; and the role of trade unions,
civil society and social movements in
informing Africa’s"collective’ future. He
underpinned the imperativeness of
Africans designing their own destiny
instead of reacting to external demands
through the current projectslike NEPAD
and Vision 2063; building internal
capacities while rejecting external
agendas. This was because every
meaningful future had to be sufficiently
informed by the present.

Presentation by Yang Guang

This presentation raised two important
points on the Chinese research commu-
nity’sview about Africaand China-Afri-
ca cooperation. The first one expressed
great optimism of the Chinese research
community about thefuture of Africaand
its development. This optimism was
based on observations and progress at
theoretical level. They considered con-
cepts like NEPAD, developmental state,
etc. which were combining therole of the
market and state to address external chal-
lengesand relateto the domestic reforms.
Another example was the formulation of
promising projectslike Agenda2063 plus
specific programmes/sectoral responses.
He emphasized that Africahad to owniits
future and deve-lopment.

On the second point, he envisioned
China-Africacooperation being beneficial
to Africaand identified the following
preconditionsfor attaining this: improving
thetermsof tradefor Africa, infrastructure
development, technological transfer,
employment and experience-sharing with
Africa, cooperation between Chinese and
African intellectual communities and
think tanks. He stressed that Africa's
development was possible; that African
countries had to deliberately and
tirelessly work towards devel opment the
way China had done. They would have
to translate the continental visions to
national visionsand improveinvestment

conditions. He opined that the Chinese
model/experience was of comparative
valuefor African elitesand concluded that
not democratic development but a
dictatoria one could do for Africatheway
it had done for China. The issue was to
address questions of inequality through
redistribution rather than neoliberal
developmentalism.

Presentation by Benjamin Soares

The presentation started by exploring
"Euro-pessimism” versus "Afro-pessi-
mism". It explained that many develop-
ments in Europe showed how studies on
Africawerewaning in Europe; that higher
education in Europe was under stress
due to difficulties of funding and other
reasons including reduction in African
students' scholarships; reducing scopes
of scholarshipsto predetermined themes,
pressure for students to finish in time,
pressure to raise external funding, etc.
These have resulted in reduction in the
quality and quantity of education, re-
search and limited focus on "Centres of
Excellence". The saving grace was that
African studies has begun to flourish el-
sewherelike Asiadueto multipolarisation
of theworld by BRICS and MINT (Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, Nigeria, and Turkey).
Many Africans were in Asia and other
non-Euro-American spaces. All these
pointed to the central role of CODESRIA
continentally and globally. It would have
to remain as an African voicein the face
of theincreasing anti-academic and anti-
intellectual developments.

Round Table2: "Building Healthy
Societies — Epidemic Control and
Prevention"

Chairperson : Cheikh Ibrahim Niang
Presenters:

« Philliskanki,

» |sabd Casimiro,

« lbrahimAbdullah
« KhoudiaSow

All the four presentationsfocused on the
pandemic threats to humanity in Africa.
Three were on Ebola, which raided and
besieged the Mano River Basin in West
Africain May 2014. Whileit practically
shut down three countries, but Nigeria
and Senegal wereableto nipitinthebud
through stringent enforcement of
administrative-politica-medical measures.
The fourth presentation explored HIV/
AIDSin Southern Africaand Brazil. The
four presentations showed how states



and peoples respond when faced with
socio-medical threats. They demonstrated
how different responses; measures and
interventions by the states, societies, and
external actors can determinethe spread,
longevity, virulence and magnitude of any
epidemic regardless of itsinfectiousness
and malignancy. They also demonstrated
thepolitical character of these pandemics.

Round Table 3: Discussion Session on
" Under standingand Transcending

Fundamentalism™ Held on 9 June 2015
from4:15-5:45PM.

Chair person: Anyang’ Nyong' o

Presenters:

e [Fatou Sow

e Abdul Raufu Mustapha
¢ Michael J. Neocosmos
e Jibrin Ibrahim,

¢ QOusmane Kane

Presentersin thisround tableraised issues
revolving on how notions of exclusion,
rejections of status quos and quests for
alternatives either through persuasion or
coercion always characterized funda-
mentalisms. Examplesincluded messianic
salvation movements in the urban areas
that promised the end of the world. The
question was what these movements had
on progressive movements, how they
rationalized oppression, and the
relationship between political power and
fundamentalisms. Another common
peculiarity was their conservative
rejection of cultural imperialism without
any aim of effecting any social transfor-
mation. Their reliable constituency was
the urban poor on whom they thrived but
had to use compulsion on the agrarian
population. This was because the latter
had no time to waste on them.

Fatou Sow’s presentation focused on
fundamentalism in Senegal and focused
theinherency of ideological terrorismon
women in all fundamentalisms. She
pointed out that religiousfundamentaism
was culturally ingrained. She explained
how thisfundamentalism rejected gender
parity on flimsy, nonreligiousground that
man was abovewoman. The problemwas
that while Senegal wasaMuslim country,
it politically proclaimed secularism rather
than theocracy. She emphasized that
rights were not in the Koran but were
political. Assuch, Senegal could not base
on the Koran to define political rights
since it was secular. She underlined how
there was little discourse on political
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Islam and that it required more attention
rather than politics alone.

On hispart, Abdul Raufu Mustaphabegan
by explaining how there was an
ideological contestation within Islam in
Nigeria and that some enemies of the
state were going into extremist
antagonistic fundamentalism. While
looking at the violence being perpetrated
by Boko Haram in Nigeria, he pointed out
that the bmajority of Muslims—90 percent
werenot Boko Haram. He highlighted six
dimensions of fundamentalism, which
needed comprehending and transcending
to be able to decolonizeit.

1. Clear distinction between global
Islam and local ones like Boko
Haram;

2. Take their ideology seriously and
their utilitarian political agenda.
3. Their own interpretation of history;

4, Sources of fundamentalism -
poverty or wicked Islam?

5. Cruciality of politics. E.g. how
developments in local, regiona and
national governments inform
fundamentalisms.

6. Fundamentalisms not monolithic and
not al are extremists and violence-
oriented.

John Neocosmos reflected on African
politics of peace amidst intensified non-
state violence. He focused on fundamen-
talist politics and how people at the
grassroots opposed it. Focusing on
xenophaobiain South Africa, heraised the
following issues:

1. That identity politics was fascism.
Xenophobic nationalist violence had
specific features. Not only states but
also agencies/people.

2. That inventing the Other becomes
an obstacle to the understanding of
the Other and leads to violence.

3. That dominance of neoliberal capi-
talism enables exclusionary organ-
ization, leads to false humanism and
false universalism — thinking around
narrow interests.

4. That liberal states create conditions
for exclusion and inequality; no idea
of egalitarian state. That the
minimum of common good should
not be subjected to the market, and
that it required thinking outside the
state and its logic.

5. That there was need to study how
people think when they are
confronted by a problem. That this

was imperativein Africawhere many
people were guided by existing belief
systems. That without returning to
relivethe past, it would beimperative
to return to identity politics.

Jibrin Ibrahim argued that fundamentalism
was a return to the source for new
inspiration in religion. The problem was
textuality. The Biblical and Koranic texts
gave interpretations, which could guide
praxis. Fundamentalisms were about
content and choices, which people did
not know. Actions were taken about that
understanding. He noted that post-
colonia Africahad a very high level of
religiosity and religious practices
including prayers, which were
increasingly consuming a lot of time,
thoughts, money and other resources.

Ousmane Kane, in his presentation,
began by historicizing Islam and
Christianity in Africa, their growth and
how they had increased their education.
He then etymologized fundamentalism
from the end of the twentieth century,
explored its intertwinement with use of
violence and why it had been increasing
with new jihad groups as the literature
from 2011-2014 showed. Heexplained how
and why Islamic and Christian religious
militants were challenging the powerful
states in West Africa, killing people,
controlling territory and taking people
hostage, etc. The question that emerged
was on the possibility of understanding
the most fundamentalists and proceeds
to transcend them. He reflected on how
Christianity and Islam were dominating
Africaand their divisive character.

Round-Table4-Reconfiguring South-
South Relationsfor Global
Transfor mations

Presenters:

» Boaventurade Sousa Santos, Centre
of Economic and Social Studies —
Coimbra(Portugal)

» Kuan-Hsing Chen, Indtitutefor Socid
Research and Cultural Studies, Inter-
Asia School, Chiao Tung University
(Taiwan)

» Lin Xinfeng, Chinese, Academy for
Social Sciences(China)

e« Sam Moyo, African Institute for
Agrarian Studies, Zimbabwe

The round table opened with remarks
fromthechair, EbrimaSall, who noted that
global relations were lopsided and the
power relations unbalanced in favour of
Western nations. Within this context it



was noted that the South had evolved as
an epistemol ogical construct, concept, as
well as its geographical dimensions. He
noted that it was an opportune moment
to rethink the South within the changing
global order. CODESRIA has been
connecting with scholarsinAsiaand Latin
Americainaquest for knowledgebuilding
in the South by scholars from the South
themselves. Intellectual collaboration
between CODESRIA and International
Development Economics Associates
(IDEAS) inAsia, and the Latin American
Council of Socia Sciences(CLACSO) in
Latin America is currently in place
through various tri-continental research
projects.

Boaventurade Sousa Santos, outlined the
conceptualisation of the term "Global
South" and observed the various forms
of historical and contemporary coope-ra-
tion inthe South. He noted that the " Glo-
bal South" was not a geographical term,
but a geo-political term used to describe
parts of theworld that have been histori-
cally associated with various terminolo-
gy including "developing world" and
"third world". Global South cooperation
he noted was emerging as aternative to
the dominant North-North cooperation
that currently characterises the world
landscapes. Santos traced the origin of
South-South cooperation to the Haiti in-
dependence movement. It was exhibited
in various independence movements in
Africaand LatinAmerica(e.g. theroleof
USSR and Chinain assisting the various
liberation move-ments on the continent —
M ozambique and Zimbabwe). The South-
South cooperation in its contemporary
forms is currently fragmented and cuts
acrossintellectual, state and civil society
spheres. Henoted that BRICSwasacon-
temporary form of South-South coopera-
tion aimed at providing an aternative
development platform for the south.

Chen'’s presentation outlined the need for
South-South cooperation in order to
overcome the challengesimposed by the
division of nation-states during the
colonial period. This is required to re-
integrate Asian scholars in particular at
the level of knowledge production. He
outlined various initiatives in Asia to
develop Inter-Asian Networks from the
early 1990s that culminated in the
formation of Inter-Asia School in 2012.
Unequal resource distribution in the
worldwashighlighted asakey imperative
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that requires South-South Cooperation to
redress.

In his own contribution, Li Xinfeng
focused on China-Africarelationsin the
South-South cooperation. He indicated
that South-South cooperation has grown
since the Bandung Conference. The
Southisstriving for anew world order as
the resource gap between the North and
South was widening characterised by
increasing poverty levelsand warsin the
South. South-South relations are thus a
priority for developing countries at this
juncture. Chinaand Africa, according to
him, share along history of collaboration
and common history in the role of
agriculture in economic transformation.
The relations are based on mutual trust
between the two cooperating partners
and do not entail any strings attached as
those of the West.

Sam Moyo prefaced his presentation by
asking what changes have taken placein
the South under global transformation
over the last couple of decades and what
effects these have had on South-South
relations. Another key question posed
was how knowledge production can be
deployed to enhance South-South coo-
peration. Overall, North-South relations
have remained dominant, despite the in-
creasing growth in the South-South coo-
peration. It was highlighted that sincethe
Bandung conference, there has been
much social and economic differentiation
between the North and South, while dif-
ferentiation has aso been exhibited wi-
thin the South itself with the emergence
of semi-industrialised or semi-periphery
countries in the South. The intellectua
tendencies, it was noted, had been to fo-
cus on the jump by some countriesinthe
South over the last 60 years from peri-
phery to semi-periphery or semi-industria-
lised countries. Sam Moyo said that there
were two broad perspectives in the un-
derstanding of South-South relations.
One was of "Recolonisation of Africa
specifically with respect to China's in-
fluence on the continent which wasgroun-
ded on popular sentiment on the street.
He noted that the current framing of
knowledge on China-Africardationswas
dominated by Western scholars, yet it was
CODESRIA whichwasintheforefront of
articulating the centre-periphery relations
inthe 1970s. Themajor challengefor CO-
DESRIA is how to produce knowledge
about Africaby African scholars. A who-
le range of interesting questions were

noted to have emerged during the course
of global transformation with respect to
Africa's relations with other parts of the
world, specifically with regards to land
issues. Theseincluded, the growth in the
number of actorsfrom about three or four
European countries during the colonial
period to about 22 actorsfrom the North,
East and South investing in land resour-
cesinAfrica. Now land investments have
attracted over 15 countries from Europe,
whose identities tend to be hidden in the
phenomenon of sovereign funds that are
used to acquire land. The relations are
much more complex and require detailed
empirical examination, hesaid.

Round-Table5: Indudtrialisation, Trade
and Sructural Transfor mation

« TakyiwaaManuh, UNECA (Addis
Ababa)

« Said Adegjumobi, UNECA (Lusska)
e TheresaMoyo (University of
Limpopo)

Summary of Presentations

Takyiwa Manuah's presentation focused
on the social imperatives required to
support Africa’s push for industria-
lisation, trade and structural trans-
formation. Shenoted that industridisation
and trade were back on the agenda and
UNECA was devoting substantial
research and publicationsto thesetopics.
Africa's economic growth was noted as
thefastest growing in theregion over the
last decade, but the growth has not
translated into poverty reduction for the
region’spoor people. Thegrowthisbeing
primarily driven by services rather than
manufacturing with limited employment
opportunities. Manufactured goods only
congtituteaminiscule of Africatotal trade,
while intra-African trade was only 16.3
percent of its total trade volumes. The
opportunities for Africa to industrialise
wereimmense given the substantial value
of its natural resource and demographic
growth that will provide a huge internal
market for its products. For Africa to
achieve its objectives key socia inves-
tments were required in developing the
human capacities through education,
health, socia infrastructure and quality
of employment.

On education, it was noted that although
universal education had increased on the
continent, completion rates and quality
of learning achievements were still very
low. It was thus important for Africa to



focus education investments on Science,
Technology and Mathematics (STEM)
education that will catalyse and form the
basis for the continent’s industrial
strategy. The health of Africa sworkforce,
Professor Manuah noted, was directly
linked to labour productivity. Investment
in health facilities and quality of health
services is thus a key building block in
the industrialisation process. The
growing urbanisation in Africa, not
accompanied by industriaisation, hasled
to a strain on the cities' socia infra-
structure. With regards to employment,
she noted that over 77% of the employed
peopleinAfricawork intheinformal sector
characterised by low labour productivity
and technologies. It was thusimperative
todeveloptheskillsto matchtheindustrial
aspirations of the continent in order to
match the demand.

Professor Said Adejumobi’s presentation
addressed the intersection between "Re-
gional trade and industrialisation”. He
prefaced his presentation by highlighting
two major policy developments that had
taken place on the continent recently that
included the signing of the Tripartite Free
Trade Agreement between COMESA,
EAC and SADC by 15 countriesin June
2015 and the adoption of a Strategy on
Industrialisation by SADC in April 2015
asimportant steps towards the trade and
industrialisation agenda. He however
noted that there were tensions and con-
tradictions regarding regional trade and
liberalisation, asfears abound that China
will sieze the enlarged economic space
created by the TFTA since industrialisa
tionwaslow. Liberalised regional tradeis
generally associated with less win-win
situationsso theimperativefor industriali-
sation is back on the agendain abig way.

Adejumobi noted that " Structural Trans-
formation" should be understood as shift
in the structure of production that is
accompanied by qualitative impro-
vements in human capital and social
development. Itsfour components entail:
(i) re-allocation of resources from
Agriculturetoindustry; (ii) Demographic
shift from country to town; (iii) rise of
modernindustrial sector and (iv) Growth
of services sector.

The current aspirations for indus-
trialisation represent asecond major push
on the continent following Import
Substitution Industrialisation Strategies
adopted by most African governments
after independence. The first phase had
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failed as a result of flawed assumptions
that (i) Industrialisation can be imported
fromtheWest ; (ii) Foreign Direct Inves-
tment (FDI) will stay on the continent and
(iii) Technology transfer without adapting
tolocal conditionswill suit Africa

To achieve its objectives in Indus-
trialisation and Structural Transformation
four key issues were highlighted by
Ademujobi. Theseinclude:

() Industrialisation needs to be
conceptualised as apolitical project
with an economic plan. African
countries will thus need to adopt
the relevant policy choices and
institutions to undertake this
mission.

(i) FDI will not propel the indus-
trialisation of the continent, thus
there is a need to develop a
domestic industrial capitalist class
that will lead this process.

(iii) Industrialisation should be based
on the development of new ente-
rprises in agriculture and allied
sectors

(iv) Race to the bottom will not assist
in Africa’s quest for industrialisa-
tion as represented by increasing
numbers of bilateral relations
between several African countries
and China. Specifically it was
highlighted that the bilateral agree-
ments were more favourable to
China than they were to African
countries.

TheresaMoy0's presentation focused on
the "Innovative Industrialisation Appro-
achesinAfrica: Experiencesof Botswana,
Mauritius and South Africa. The quest
for industridisation, it was noted, was not
new to Africa but can be traced to the
L agos Plan of Action amongst many other
initiatives including the UN decade of
industrialisation. The manufacturing
value added on the continent was noted
to beonthedecline, whilstitsreliance on
primary commodity production and
exports remains a key characteristic of
many countriesin Africa. Theimperative
for industrialisation isbeing partly driven
by external demand shocks on the prices
of primary commodities. Moyo highli-
ghted that industrialisation was key for
Africaasit would spur the development
on the continent, create backward and
forward linkages between various sectors
on the economy, and reduce external
depen-dency on manufactured products.

Experiences from abroad can be used by
Africato develop an industrial strategy
based on natural resources as was the
case in Norway. The successful indus-
trialisation of Africa, according to Moyo
was contigent upon eight key factors:: (i)
development of institutions to support
industry ; (ii) implementation of growth
policies; (iii) enabling macro-economic
policies; (iv) investment in skills and
human development ; (v) regional and
international trade agreements and
partnerships; (vi) intensive efforts to
attract FDI ; (vii) inclusive approaches
and (viii) developmental state. She noted
that the three countries she examined had
made progress in diversifying their
economies. Growth was highlighted on
three variables analysed by the study
namely; job creating, manufacturing,
mining and services sectors.

Some of the questions raised
during the discussions

Pertinent questions raised in the
discussion wereon the need to clarify the
type of industrialisation that is being
pursued in this second phase of
industrialisation: isit for export promotion
or import substitution?Isit heavy or light
industrialisation? Is it labour or capital
intensive industrialisation? Is it foreign
or domestic industrialisation?

The drivers of industrialisation on the
continent were also questioned by the
participants. In particular, how the
domesticindustrial classwould be deve-
loped given that private banksin genera
are not willing to lend for long-term
projects. WhileAfricawas noted to have
demographic dividend in the project
growth of the population that is assumed
will form ahuge "market" for the manu-
factured products, yet the demography
will not constitue a market if it is not
accompanied by income growth to form
effective demand patterns for goods and
services. Building the incomes of the
grassroots was thus noted as a missing
link in current industrialisation strategies
which benefit afew people creating dua
economiesof richand poor people. Inthis
regard, there were calls to ensure that
Africa’s industrialisation is not solely
designed for the service of Euro-America
to the exclusion of its majority poor
people.

The outcomes for industrialisation
process were also a key concern in the
discussion especially on the pattern of



benefitting only afew people, while the
socio-economic character of themgjority
regress or stagnate. It was highlighted
that there were no guarrantees that
industrialisation would bridge the
inequality gapsasisthe casecurrently in
South Africa, the state was expected to
intervene to redistribute incomes to
protect the poor people on the continent.
How to ensure that industrialisation does
not result in dual economies consisting
of aminority few and majority poor wasa
key question raised in the discussions.

The questions raised in the discussions
also focused on how Africahas been site
of experimentation of industrial projects
that were based on wholesaleimportation
of Western models. The prospects for
national projects for industrialisation at
current juncture was also put under the
spotlight in Africa given that state-led
companies wereinstrumental in the case
of Chinain spurringindustria growth, yet
Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs)
in Africadiscouraged state participation.

Theideological orientation of theindus-
trialisation strategy was a key concern
highlighted in the discussion. Participants
noted that while industrial strategies in
the EU are based on national interests,
the overarching ideology of pan-Africa
nism was not embedded within the stra-
tegies being pursued by Africa. Therole
of globalisation in the industrialisation
agendawas also raised in the discussion.
Indeed it was highlighted that there are
many countries in the South that have
industrialised as part of the globalisation
process. This put to the fore three chal-
lenges that need to be resolved in the in-
dustrialisation agenda: (i) sovereignity of
countrieswithin globalisation context; (ii)
role of the state within the current neo-
liberal framework that is averse to state
intervention and (iii) how to mobilise do-
mestic resources to support the indus-
trialisation process.

Round-Tables6and 7: TheAfricaWWeWant
Chair: ThandikaMkandawire

Presenters

» Ndongo Sylla, Rosal uxemborg

» Natasha Shivji, State University of
New York

e Mamadou Diouf, ColumbiaUniversity

e Akosua Adomako Ampofo, Uni-
versity of Ghana

» Mshai Mwangola, AfricalLeadership
Centre, Kenya
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« Mahmood Mamdani, MISR/Columbia
University

¢ AtoOnoma, CODESRIA

e Marylinn Ossome, Rhodes University

Professor ThandikaMkandawire opened
the roundtable by highlighting that the
predictions about Africa’s future require
a huge amount of imagination in Social
Sciences. Miredintheday to day survival
of the massess, it is easy to forget to
reflect on the future. Eight presentations
were made each exploring different
perspectives of imagining the* Africawe
want’.

Sylla Ndongo outlined two broad
perspectives that are deployed to think
about thefuture; namely economic growth
plans and equality projects. The latter is
characterised by amission for achieveing
a future of equal participation by the
citizenry in shaping their destiny through
the breaking of the monopoly power held
by politicians. The former are most
commonly used to predict the future on
the basis of economic growth projections.
They taketheform of 50 year programmes
that are predicated on the assumption that
equaity will follow from economic growth.
Examples cited by Ndongo included the
Lagos Plan of Action and current Agenda
2063 under the auspices of the African
Union. The economic growth plans tend
to provide superficia figures of growth
that are not achievable.

According to Ndongo, economic growth
figures are an unreliable indicator of
human devel opment and progress. Using
two country case studies (Botswana and
Equatorial Guinea) which are touted to
have done well economically between
1960 and 2000 in terms of GDP per capita
growth rates and compare favourably to
such developed countries as Spain,
Ndongo notes that their human
development indicators rank poorly. For
instance, Equatorial Guniea was ranked
the least developed country despite the
impressive economic growth rates. Whilst
Botswana, which is also ranked very
highly in terms of democracy and good
governance with growth rates exceeding
those of South Korea between 1960 and
2000, had theleast life expectancy.

Natasha Shivji argued that we should
instead pose a different question as
talking about the future when we have
not sufficiently understood our present
isproblematic. It isbased on amodernity
project, yet the challenges we face in

Africaare of how to re-assert the eman-
cipation of the African peoples. The
possibilitiesfor "now" were more urgent
than those of the future. The struggles
of today are many, including closed
survival spaces for young people and
need our attention to forge ahead. She
proposed the deployment of "History"
as method to retrieve the history of the
oppressed, before weimaginethe future.
Such aprocesswill lead to apresent that
is well understood. In looking forward,
Shivji argued that the deployment of
history as a method enables the under-
standing of how the struggles of African
people are rooted in a deep historical
context.

Mamadou Diouf’s presentation also
emphasi sed the importance of history in
understanding the future. The main
argument proffered by Diouf was that it
was impossible to imagine the future if
we cannot understand the present. He
highlighted that it wasimportant to know
"who was thinking about the future of
Africa" and the perspectives of the
average African in these issues, beyond
the intellectual dominance in these
discourse. Thereareaplurality of visions
on Africa which are based on different
perspectives. Africa’s future, he noted,
was imagined in economic terms,
precluding the thinking outside of the
economic structure.

This historical analysis, Diouf argues
needs to be pursued from a long-term
perspective. The history of Africais
predominantly thought of in three
paradigms: (i) as tied to the shackles of
dependence; (ii) the hope of the world
and (iii) Africa must unite. Rather than
being imposed on the world system,
Africaneedstotakeitsplaceintheworld
by recreating a new universal that deta-
chesit from the perception of adark past.
Structural adjustment policies made the
future of the continent uncertain. It
brought to the fore the need for new
guestioning on how we can build a new
future.

Cultural dimensions, including theissues
of languages, which are negated by
"economisticimagining" arealso critical
in thinking about thefuture. Infact, Diouf
emphasised that we need a culture of
social construction to forge ahead. This
brings to the fore the characterisation of
a post-genocide Rwanda as model of
economic development.



Titled "Dreaming Wide Awake", Akosua
Ampofo argues that in imagining the
future of Africa, story telling provided an
effective tool compared to science. She
argued that science only has assistive
power but hasno causal power which are
found in story telling. Stories from the
past need to be reconnected to the future,
whereby story tellers leverage on our
hopes to dream about the future. The
method of storytelling in thinking about
the future, Ampofo informed the
participants, was well deployed by
Nkrumah through the use of various
concert groups to popularise his agenda
for aPan-African project. Recent examples
of story telling cited by Ampofoincluded
the use of social mediafor socia action
through platforms such asUshaidi that is
used to track conflicts in some African
countries. Political satire, she argued, is
creative space to think about the future
and it constitutes part of the democra-
tisation project. Overall, Ampofo urgesus
to be prophetic in thinking about the
future and be alert to diversity, inter-
generational and gender dimensions.
Professor Mamdani expressed reserva-
tions in future studies, but instead
emphasised the need to historicise the
present in order to get resources to open
up new possibilities. To support his
reservations, Mamdani observed that
major historical event had been predicted
including thefdl of the USSR and collapse
of apartheid in South Africa. In order to
demonstrate the importance of history in
understanding the present, Mamdani
cited two examples, namely that of
xenophobia outbreaks in South Africa
and the discourse on globalisation. With
reference to the xenophobia outbreaks,
he noted that the current interpretations
(i. South Africansare not grateful for help
rendered during apartheid by fellow
Africans; ii. Xenophobiais nothing new
on the African continent and iii. Thereis
no social justicein South Africa) were not
thinking of the present historically. South
Africawas the hub of migrant labour in
SouthernAfricafor long historical periods.
Xenophobia soriginsaretraced fromthe
disenfranchisement of migrant labourers
after 1994 electionsin South Africaon the
basis of narrow definitions of who
belongs and who doesnt. It was thus an
origin of the political class, and recent
expressions are following the way
provided by the leaders. Regarding
globalisation, Mamdani also argued that
itisdiscussed in ahistorical vacuum, yet
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its origins can be traced to the Indian
ocean trade which was characterised by
non-militarisation. In its contemporary
forms, it isassociated with militarisation,
global securitisation and exclusion of the
masses from reaping the benefits.

In her presentation, "Come and imagine
with me" Mwangolaarguesthat theAfrica
we want should be based on five tenets
namely; (i) cultural in foundation ; (ii)
creative in essence ; (iii) democratic in
substance (iv) generative and (v)
prospective in orientation. Culture is
considered as the foundation of a nation
and inimagining thefuture, intellectuals
need to engage with the cultural vision.
Following Cabral, Mwangola equates
national liberation to be an act of culture.
Thecreativein essence aspect entailsthe
need to bring something new to the
thinking about the future — what is new
in our thinking ? The generative aspect
hingeson Fanon’stheorisation that every
generation must define its own mission,
on which others will stand on. As such
every generation is part of along line of
history. The mentoring of the youth is
thus a critical aspect of thinking about
the future.

Onoma argued for the importance of
studying African institutionsin the light
of what they think of Africaof thefuture.
The presentation made three obser-
vations that need to be taken into
account inimagining thefuture of Africa:

(i) It ought to be viewed not as
geographical location, but as
something we want to create. Two
visions are dominant in this
paradigm — one which thinks of
Africa in terms of the external
characteristics of the world (e.g.
GDP) and second ; thinking of Africa
intermsof theinternal characteristics
of the people that livein it

(i) View itasitsmaking. Itisnot astate,
it will keep moving towards this
vision through a model of constant
causation

(iii) How can we engender this process
of constant causation

Theinstitutions are always characterised
asmissing intheAfrican context and their
insertion is suggested to be a panaceato
the continent’s problems. Yet in studying
socid realitiesin Africathe emphasishas
been on macro and micro-institutions to
theexclusion of the meso-level indtitutions.

Ossome's presentation emphasised the
need to resolve the present challenges
that are being faced by Africa before we
think about the future. She opined that
under neo-liberalism, humanity was under
attack. Neoliberal democracy, sheargued
had intensified the attacks on people’s
identities, emphasised the politics of
recognition to the exclusion of the palitics
of distribution that could pave way for
the masses out of poverty and soverei-
gnity of states had been compromised by
the transnational movement of goods.
Neoliberal democracy has absolved the
state of itsresponsibility in protecting the
people. In fact the states are more and
more constructing the people as the
problem. The protection of the people’s
rights is deferred to global institutions
such asthe ICC.

The human rights discourse within the
neoliberal framework negates the notion
of history and presentsall peopleasbeing
equal, yet thereality isthat countriessuch
as South Africa that were touted as
models of upholding human rights are
failing to sustain increasing populations
who are impoverished. Women in
particular are noted as key losers under
neoliberal democracy and areincreasingly
reliant on men to ascend to positions of
authority, yet they constitutethe majority
of the voters. Landgrabis increasing at
an aarming pace under neoliberalismwith
the dispossession of peasants of their
land for conversion into large-scale
capitalist farmswhere they are promised
jobs, yet history tells us the wage
economy is not sufficient to meet the
reproduction of therural families.

Some of the key questions raised in the
discussions were that the thinking about
the future of Africawas insurmountable
for intellectuals to pursue alone. In
particular, the absence of the views and
aspirations of the people were observed
inthediscussions. Questionsrelated how
difficult it is to develop a future that is
compliant with the aspirations of the
people (including theyouth), and theroles
that organic intellectuals that are at the
services of oppressed people can play.
The issue of the people’'s agency was
also evoked inthe discussions, with calls
to understand why African people leave
their leaders to construct them as the
problems and how this is linked to the
democratisation of society.



Concernswere & so raised about who was
thinking about the future of Africa.
Whether thinking about the future was a
Eurocentric project or rooted in Africa
The role of external actors in charting
Africa’'s destiny was identified as
problematicin the discussions, with some
calls for Africa to define its own
approachesto development that are based
on African unity. The issue of what
languages were being used to convey the
messages about the future was also an
issue of concern. French and English are
the predominant languages used, yet
participants noted that people understand
more their indigenous languages.

Questions focused on the influence of
conflicts in thinking about the future as
these have along history in Africain the
various dimensions, including internal
country conflicts, regional conflicts, and
conflicts between different classes in
society. The negation of gender equality
in the economic growth models was also
raised during the discussion. Specifically
participants questioned the assumptions
that gender equality was inherent in
economic and political equality.

Reports from the Parallel
Sessions

African Popular Culture and The
Imagination of Alter nate Futures

Chair: EE.M.K. Senkoro

Presenters:

* Gbemisola Aderemi Adeoti:
Demystifying the Future in Africa’s
(un)Vanishing Past; A Study of
Ngugi wa Thiongo’ s Novels

* Msia Kibona Clark: Afropolitan
Identities: Representations of
African Immigrant Experiences in
African Hip-Hop

e Catarina |lsabel Caldeira Martins:
Recreating African Futures through
Literary Imagination: The Newest
Gender, Racial, National and African
identities as revealed in Mario Lucio
Sousa’'s O Novissimo Testamento
(The New Testament)

* Francis Beng Nyamjoh: Amos
Tutuola's The Palm Wine Drinkard
and the Art of Endless Possibilities

The parallel session was devouted to
presentions on specific historical and
social context of the palitical and geo-
social contexts within which thework is
set and the form the artist usesto convey
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a vision of an alternate space. The
presenters shared alternative pathsto the
future as articulated by the protagonist
or artist’s vision as expressed within the
work. The choices made by the artists to
deploy certain stylistic devices or forms
underscore the thematic content of the
worksin discussion, and leave us with a
demonstration of how art references, isin
conversation with and either affirms or
subverts other artistic texts. For
example,the Saviour as envisioned in
particular in and Ngugi wa Thiongo’s
Matigari and in Mario Lucio Sousa's O
Novissimo Testamento gives us alternate
visionsof what thefacilitator of liberation
might bring us, and might be. These are
similar in that the Saviour is not drawn
from the dominant class and likes,
behaves and works very differently to
common conceptualisations of what one
expects the Saviour or Messaiah of the
people to be and do.

The importance of creative intellectual
work to be taken as seriously and in
conversation with other intellectual
discourse, particularly in the dreaming
into being aternative futures for Africa
cannot be over-emphasised. The ability
for popular / mass culture to reach wide
audience and act as a catalyst for social
organising should be given emphasis.

Towards more democratic futures —
making gover nance beneficial to all
Africans

Presenters:

* Ante Sane — Howard University —
Gender Inequality in the Process of
Public Good Governance: The Case
of Senegalese Parliament

e MariaTeresaHenriqguesDa Cunha
Martins — University of Coimbra
(Portugal) — Women in Power:
Women, Democracy and Human
Dignity in Non-capitalist Experiences
led by Women in South-East Africa

» Felesiah Arudo Yieke — Laikipia
University College, Kenya —\Women
Citizenship and Participatory
Democracy in Developmental States
in Africa: The Case of Kenya

* Adediran Daniel lkuomola —
Adekunle Ajasin University, Nigeria
— Electioneering, Electoral Violence
and Fear of Crime: The Odds in
Main-streaming Gender in Nigerian
Politics

Thefirst panelist, MariaTeresaHenriques
Da Cunha Martins, in her presentation,
stressed the need for women to make a
mark intheir livesand that of their families
beyond the patriarchal environment. She
noted that historically, Africansare viewed
as primitive and ignorant and this has
affected the case of African women
resulting in double prejudice. Also, in
economic terms, African women are
viewed as poor and less visible but
although African women are weak
physicaly, they are strong in other areas
especialy in perseverance, dignity, care
of the young. She noted that women are
seento be solely focused on reproductive
work while men are seen to have
productive work adding that this
dichotomy does not make sense because
all works are productive. She further
stressed that women have the capacity
to manage things around them including
finances. They have a sense of
responsibility and thus the stories of
women should be heard from their
perspective and lived experiences.

The second panelist, Felesiah Arudo
Yieke noted that women’s access to the
public sphere has become aburning issue
and that women are still marginalized in
thisarea. She posed arhetorical question:
why isit that several countries are ahead
of Kenyain meeting thisgoal of improved
women participation in development
agendaand further identified contributory
constraints to include poverty, poor
education, unequal opportunities,
conflict, etc. The presenter noted that this
issue has beenin thefront burner of some
NGOs and international organizationsin
Kenya though there appear to be
inequality intheir initiativesand thuslittle
improvement seen. For example, some
focused onthe plight of dlitist womenwith
littlework doneonthat of therural women.
The presenter concluded that Kenya
should borrow from initiatives from
countries outside of Kenya to improve
on this and that development cannot be
sustained if women are not fully part of
developmental process

The third panelist Adediran Daniel
Ikuomola noted that the traditional role
of women as housewives and home
keeper puts women in a disadvantaged
position especially in participation in
politics. His study examined various
factorsthat put women behind in politics



by interviewing 45 key women leadersin
Oyo and Lagos states of Nigeria.

The fourth panelist, Ante Sane in her
presentation, noted that Senegal isranked
6th in the world with largest women
population in the parliament. Inspite of
this slight growth she noted that thereis
still room for improvement. Factors that
hinder women participation in politics
wereidentifiedtoinclude: illiteracy, lack
of access and control over income and
other resources; language barrier — this
isbecausemost of the chartersarewritten
in different languages. Other factors
include: lack of solidarity among women,
lack of training on the roles and
regulations of the parliament. Strategies
that could be used to overcome these
barriers include: partnering with menin
politics, girl child education, skill asses-
sment and training, improved solidarity
among women. She recommended that
creating a national database that will
housebills, improved skillsin communi-
cation writing and in rule of parliament,
girl-child educetion etc., should be upheld.

TheAfrican Diasporain theRecreation
of Africa’sFutures

Presenters

» José Mvuenzolo Bazonzi ; La
diaspora africaine et |'identité
biculturelle: enjeux et defies pour la
reinvention de I’ Afrique

» Abdoulaye Guéye; Expatriation et
développement: I’investissement
des universitaires africains en poste
en Amérique du Nord dans le
renforcement des institutions de
recherche scientifique en Afrique

e Frank Aurelien Tchokouagueu;
Impact des mutations socioéco-
nomiques et démographiques
actuelles et futures en Afrique sur
les échanges migratoires entre
I’ Afrique et le reste du monde: quand
I’immigration perd le nord

» Jalani Adwin Hamid Sadiki Niaah
Olana Niaah; "I'd rather see a
sermon than hear one ...": Africa/
Heaven and the Diasporain Creating
Global Futures and Transformation

The presenations here focused on the
African diaspora, stressing on thefact that
thediasporaishighly skilled and therefo-
re has the potential to play a crucial role
in African development. Whilethereisa
link between Africansin the diasporaand
their home countries and they also con-
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tributeto African societiesand economies,
the author argues that more can be done.
There is aneed to reinvigorate the dias-
pora so that they move into quality as-
pects, which will then boost growth. The
skillsand experience of the diasporacould
|ead to the creation of anew Africathrou-
ghthe devel opment of abicultural identi-
ty, which will be formed, by the forging
and reinforcement of transnational and
intergenerational connections with the
continent. Thebicultural identity will in-
tegrate and preserve African culture and
identity whilealso including foreign cul-
tures and modernity. The author also ex-
plores the contribution of education and
work in Western societies towards Afri-
can development, arguing that thereisa
need to rethink the African model for de-
velopment through the crucial role of edu-
cation. Thereisaso theissue of cultura
identity and the author argues that cultu-
reisadaptive. Thereisadiaectica move-
ment between people and regions and
migrantscan incorporate new cultural ele-
mentsinto host societies. Theauthor talks
about scientific socialisation and devel o-
pment of education and labour as being
significant. Some constraints are howe-
ver present; for instance the brain drain
syndrome has caused a lot of damage.
Thereisalso therisk of cultura loss, es-
pecialy through theinfluence of western
cultures and globalisation and the youth
in the diaspora are confused on which
culture to adopt — the ancestral or that of
the country they livein. The author con-
cludes by stating that one cannot unde-
restimate the contribution of thediaspora
to development inAfrica. Thediasporais
freeto choose elementsto contribute cul -
turally toAfrican development asitisalso
reconfiguring itsown cultural identity.

Decoloniality and African Futures in
the Twenty-first Century

Chair: Nkolo Foe

Presenters:

» Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni: Global
Coloniality and the Challenges of
Creating African Futures

» Akhona Nkenkanan: No African
Futures Without the Liberation of
Women: A Decolonial Feminist
Intervention

* Morgan Ndlovu: Coloniality of
Knowledge and the Challenge of
Creating African Futures

The papers in this session were a panel,
presented in relation to each other.
Ndlovu-Gatsheni laid out the theoretical
framework and the other presenters
elaborated further through their focus on
the following issues.

» Decoloniality challenges the
Cartesian notion of being that
produces hierarchies of cultures,
and affirms a notion of being which
is contingent on others. The
question as to what this actually
means and how it influences how we
think and act as African intellectuals
and beings is an important one

e What is validated by who and for
what reasons as knowledge; what is
prioritised and by who and what
reasons for African curriculum and
research

e What does it take to go beyond the
"numbers game" when it comes to
affirmative action and to what extent
does playing the numbers game
obscure the real issues of qualitative
transformation of African societies
especialy in relation to gender?

» What experiences, processes, events
etc dominate our understanding of
ourselves, our lives, our knowledges
and therefore define who we are and
what we invest in as we envision our
futures? How does decoloniality as
a theory take us beyond the existing
aternatives that centre the colonial
experience and other experiences of
oppression, dehumanisation and
pain? How doesit alow usto replace
the hegemonic master-narrative with
narratives that affirm us as African
peoples and nations?

e What theories — such as Negritude
and Panafricanism — is decoloniality
in conversation with? How does it
take us beyond the limitations and
contradictions of these into new
theoretical ground?

e Can decoloniality level out the
epistemological playing ground of
the African academy, and even in the
global one? How might it fix the
unicentricity of Eurocentricity? Can
it help facilitate the re-ordering of
existing hierarchies, epistemologies,
knowledge products and processes
within in particular the African
academy, providing a logic for the
prioritising of African agendas and
lived experiences within our univer-
sities and other knowledge spaces?



International Criminal Justice,
Responsibility to Protect (R2P), and
Sovereignty in theAfricaof theFuture

Presenters

* Maria Paula Guttierrez Meneses,
Entangled Histories of Multiple
Conflicts: The Complex Landscape
of War and Peace in Mozambique

» Bahati Bahati Mujinya, Forgetting
the Crimes and the Issue of
Reparation to Victims: Which Option
for Lasting Peace in the Democratic
Republic of Congo

* Hinnougnon Nathaniel Kitti, La
Cour Pénale Internationale (CPI) a
I'épreuve des poursuites en Afrique-
The International Criminal Court
(ICC) test of prosecutions in Africa

e Odair Bartolomeu Barros L opes
Varela, External Humanitarian Inter-
ventions in Africa: Legitimacy and
Limits. The Case of States "Fragile’,
"Failed" or "Collapsed”

Summary of Presentations

The presenations in this session exa-
mined the international criminal justice
and the responsibility to protect African
sovereignty in the future. Maria Paula
Guttierrez Meneses' paper highlighted
that historical uniquenessof countriesare
neglected when making laws in recent
times. Nation-state building is a violent
processin nature. The identification and
persecution of the collaborators in
Mozambique and the violencethat charac-
terized these processesisan integral part
of independent Mozambique history. The
International Criminal Court (ICC), Truth
Commissions(TC) reproduceamodel for
criminal justicethat, by proxy, reproduce
the experiences of war courts set up with
the of World War 1. However, other
modelshave beeninused inAfricato dedl
with conflict situations, asthe case of the
truth commissions in Mozambique
illustrate. The situations analysed show,
the goal of the truth commissions was to
broaden trust and to create conditionsfor
people to regain their dignity, as fully
trusted citizens. But these conditions are
hard to achieve, as the case of Mozam-
bigue demonstrates.

Bahati Bahati Mujinya's presentation
argued that amnesty and reparations to
victimsis critical to peace consolidation
inDRC.

Odair Bartolomeu BarrosLopesVareld's
paper argued that legitimacy has limits.
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The paper provided acritical anaysis of
the foreign humanitarian interventions,
especialy inthe post-Cold War era, inthe
so-called "fragile", "failed" and
"collapsed" States. It specifically focused
on the causes and consequences of the
emergence of the unilateral foreign
military interventions in late 1990s by
addressing the most emblematic and
controversial casesand, morerecently, in
Libyaand Mali. It also sought to map out,
in an embryonic manner, the pathways
that can lead to overcoming the limits
posed by both multilateral and unilateral
solutions regarding foreign military
interventions of humanitarian nature.

Neo-Liberalism and theFinancialization
of Natural ResourcesinAfrica

Presenters

e« Emmanuel Kasongo Mungongo,
Universite de Kinshasha (RDC) —
De-mondialiser le sector minier pour
developer L' Afrique

» EtanisdasNgodi —Universite Marien
— Vision africane des mines at
governance de la rente a | horizon

e Teresa Maria de Cruz e Silva —
Eduardo Mondlane University
Mozambique — Access a recursons
naturals a luta pela sobreviveacia
experiencias de cabo Delgado
M ocambique

* Moussa Willy Batenga — Universite
de Ouagadougou Burkina Faso — La
question de | emergence decryptee
a travers la valorization d une
resource naturrele au Burkina faso:
le Karite (Vitellaria paradoxa)

The presentations here focused on the
effect of globalization on mining
companies , noting that the future of
Africa with reference to Agenda 2063,
need to takeinto cognizance the potential
of mining sector in Africa. Access to
natural resources is a huge problem in
different communities especially the
mining sector, tourism and energy sector
and the demand for energy is triggered
by the expansion of new markets and
consequently new spaces of social
struggle have risen as aresult of this.

Regional I ntegration and Pathwaysto
African Futures

Preseters:

» Gordon Onyango Omenya; Codition
of theWilling asaPathway to African
Future Integration: Some Reflections
on East African Regional Integration

» Sabastiano Rwengabo; Intitutional
Design and the APSA’s imple-
mentation in Eastern Africa

» ArkaAbotaAynako; Regiond Integra-
tion and Pathways to African future:
The Case of East African Power Pool

e Nkwachukwu Julius Orji; National
Legislative Assemblies and African
Regional Integration: The Role of the
Nigerian Parliament in ECOWAS

« Bahim EI Morchid ; Pour une
meilleure integration des institutions
informelles dans les strategies de
développement en Afrique: Une
approche néo-institutionelle

The presenters here focused on the con-
ditions that were enabling and limiting
regional integration in different parts of
Africa. The need for an all-inclusive ap-
proach to regional integration was
stressed. There have been changes in
organising at ingtitutional levels, especial-
ly on issues pertaining to African peace
and security architecture. Fieldwork in
East Africa showed that multiple mem-
bership in regiona economic communi-
ties and regional brigades have created
decision-making overlapsand conflicting
obligations. Thishasalsoled to differen-
tial impacts on statesand implementation
challenges.

In the areas of finance, banking and
issues of security, a monetary affairs
committee which brings together
governors of central banks of these
different countriesisimportant and there
is also a need to find a way towards
financial integration.

FashioningAfrican Futures:
Disciplinary, Interdisciplinary and
Gender ed Per spectives

Presenters

« PatriciaAlexandra Godinho Gomes
» Jose Maria dias Teixeira

Patricia Alexandra Godinho Gomes pre-
sented a paper titled ‘The Guinean
Woman as Subject and Object of Contem-
porary Historical Debate: Lessons from
the Historic Examplesof Theodoralnéacia
Gomes'. Shereflected on the use of indi-
genous knowledge to understand Africa,
adding that colonial experiences and
impact can be helpful. Jose Maria dias
Teixeira, paper dealt with areflection on
gender in the society, education and
institutions to effect transformations.
Arguments were advanced that the way
society represents gender needs change



asequality and gender tend to affect only
women.

Regional I ntegration and Pathwaysto
African Futures

* Charly Delmas Nguefack Tsafack ;
La citoyenneté communautaire afri-
caine et |'avenir du processus
d’intégration régionale en Afrique.
Comment oeuvrer pour une bonne
gouvernance future de I’Union.

» BabatundeOlaitan Fagbayibo, ‘| am
an African’: A Critical Examination
of the Politics of Transnational
Identity Within the Context of
African Integration

» Abdul Karim Bangura, Promoting
Sustainability and Predicting
Tipping Points in Africa: Suggestion
for a Collaborative initiative via E-
clustering

* Vus Gumede; Regiona Integration
and African Renaissance: Moving
beyond the Rhetoric

e Tukumbi Lumumba-Kasongo;
Africa’s Relations with BRICS: A
Search for Multipolar Development
Paradigms or Reconfiguration of
Unipolar Liberal Globalisation

The presenations here focused on
community citizenship and regional
integration. Questions on how the
institution of African citizenship could
consolidateregional citizenshipinAfrica
were posed as well asthe criteriafor the
establishment of status of community
citizen to the African. The need to move
beyond the legal aspect, when defining
oneself as an African was proded much
aswerereflections on what makes people
African. Lastly, one author made a
presenation on how mathematicians can
help Africans achieve the challenges of
development —work with social and other
behavioural scientiststo help Africaand
adopt the mathematics of sustainability
and mathematics of tipping points.
Integration, it was argued by another
presenter, isnot possiblein Africabecause
of ethnic, tribal conflicts. On theissue of
the BRICS, Tukumbi Lumumba-kasongo
argued, there is need to question pos-
sible outcome and benefits of BRICS to
Africa. BRICSisnot addressing theissue
of pan-Africanism, but rather focuses on
national interest, exploitation andisanew
interpretation of the capitalist system.
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Towards more Democratic Futures —
Making Gover nance Beneficial for all
Africans

Presenters

e Andre Mbata Mangu — University
of South Africa, South Africa.
Constitutionalism and Democracy in
Africa: Do Constitutions and
Democracy dtill Matter?

e Richard Asante — University of
Ghana, Legon - & Emmanuel Debrah
— The Legidature and the Executive
in Ghana's Fourth Republic: A
Marriage of Convenience

» Godfred Nsangou Mbolo Chimy —
CEFAM Cameroun & Susana Yene
Chimy Awasom CEFAM/MINATD
Cameroun — Challenges of Good
Governance in Africa through the
Prism of a Uniform Accrua Accoun-
ting Standard: Implementing Issues
with Cameroun as a Case Study

e Mohamed Mohamed Ibrahim Aly
Hagag — Cairo University Egypt —
Democratic Local Government
approaches in Africa: Decentra-
lization Policiesin Egypt and Ethiopia

e Raidh Harizi — Universite de Tunis
& Mohammed Taoufik Bouzidi et
Rafaac Mraihi. L' equite de develop-
ment regional passé par la baisse des
iniquities socio spatiales et une
amelioration de |'acces-sibilities
regionale. L’exemple de la Tunisie
Post-revolution

Summary of Presentations

The first panelist was Andre Mbata
Mangu from University of South Africa.
His presentation was on "Constitu-
tionalism and democracy in Africa: Do
constitution and election still matter in
francophone Africa' His presentation
noted that establishment of constitution
and democracy constitute the biggest
project in African politics, thus there is
no future for the continent if we do no
consider these concepts. He further
stressed that elections are determining
institutions in political experience,
drawing a quote from Claude Ake
‘democracy has simply been reduced to
the practices of organized parties’ to
buttress his point. The second presen-
tation made by Richard Asante from
University of Legon, Ghana focused on
"The legislature and the executive in
Ghana's fourth republic: A marriage of

convenience? The third panelist was
Godfred Nsangou Mbolo Chimy from
CEFAM Cameroun & SusanaYene Chimy
Awasom CEFAM/MINATD Cameroun
discussed "Challenges of good gover-
nance in Africa through the Prism of a
uniform accrual accounting standard:
Implementing issues with Cameroun a
case study" The main presenter Godfred
Mbalain hisdefinition of term stated that
accrual accounting is an accounting
system previously used by the private
sector, and is more encompassing than
those used in the public sector. TheWorld
Bank has therefore suggested that this
form of accounting could be used in the
public sector for improved efficiency.

Pathways To Sustainable Developed
Community

Chair: Odile Ndoumbé Faye
Presenters:

e Sybille Ngo Ngeck: "Contractual
Schemes in Africa’'s Political
Development: Conceptualising Old
Practices and Establishing Rele-
vance with New Governance Models
for the 21% Century"

« Alex Egodotaye Asakitipikpi:
"Healthcare Delivery and the MDGs:
Lessons from Neo-Liberal Policy in
Sub-Saharan Africa’

¢ John Mary Kanyamurwa: "Politics
of Natural Resource Management
and Accountable Systems in the Deli-
very of Water Systems in Uganda'

e Lotsmart Fonjong: "Rethinking
Women Land Rights Concernsin the
Evolution of Large Scale Land
Acquisition in sub-Saharan Africa’

¢ Mohammed-Bello Yunusa: "Climate
Change, Desertification, Livelihood
Challenges and Urban Futures: A
Reflection on Nigeria"

Thispanel dealt with thepalitics, redlities
and machinations around the alocation
and management of natural resourcesand
service delivery. It underscored the need
to delve beneath the appearance of
things and phenomena, whether it be the
apparent easy "sell-out" of African land
by African rulers to the European
metropole, or the abdication of their
responsibility to act in the best interest
of their constituencies, or the too easy
acceptance of theinevitability of natural
or man-made processes.



Designing and Building Resilient and
Socially Inclusive Societies

Presenters:

* Ayuk Nkem Agbortoko Manyigbe:
"Rural- Urban Interactions as a Con-
temporary Paradigm to Sustainable
Development in Africa: The Case of
Meme Division, Cameroon"

e Perpetual Maria Adjoa Crentsil:
"TheRoleof NGOsand Civil Society
EngagementinHIV /AIDS I nitiatives
in Africa; The Case of Ghana"

* Pedzisayi Leslie Mangezvo:
"Xenephobia and the Re-ordering of
Power, Population and Place”

» Ethel NgereNangia: "Carefor Older
Persons in Cameroon; Alternatives
for Social Development”

The panellists approached the question
of resilienceandinclusivity from different
perspectives, establishing the stratifica-
tion of society that hasimplied hierarchies
of being with real consegquences in the
delivery of social servicesand basic pro-
tections. The panelists argued for the
need for greater understanding of the
channel of flows between urban and rural
places that are linked to see how both
populations benefit, (or not) and what
maintains their viability, aswell as what
increased thefragility of their nature.

Towards More Democratic Futures —
Making Gover nance Beneficial for all
Africans

Presenters

e Surendren Pillay, University of the
Western Cape, South Africa —
Identity, Difference, Citizenship or
Why am | no Longer a Racist

* Abubakar Momoh — The Electora
Institute, Nigeria— Does Democracy
have a Future in Africaz Comple-
xifying a Dualism

* Abdallah Saaf: Universite Moham-
med V Maroc. La question de la
reformedel’ Etat perspective compa-
res entre I’ Afrique et laregion arabe.

e Lydia Apori Nkasah — Kwame
Nkrumah University (Ghana),
Dispute Resolution and Electoral
Justice in Africa: The Way Forward

» Daniel Zawadi Limbe — University
of Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) — The
Satirical Portrayal of Africans
Development Issues: Examples from
Kiswahili Short Stories
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The first panelist, Surendren Pillay
stressed that the promise and hope for
political modernity that is laden with
freedom and stability is the yearning of
the South African state. To him, political
modernity should strive to stimulate a
healthy political struggle for the benefit
of all. He called for SA to move beyond
triple burden of inequality, religion and
racism and aso the need for eradication
of racism. The second pandlist, Abubakar
Momoh noted that studies around
democracy in Africa portrayed that
citizens prefer one party democracy,
because of fear of marginalization; an
example was drawn from the Tanzanian
experience. Recalling the statements by
Yusuf Bangura, he stated that ‘ liberation
isaproject that isworth buildinginAfrica
and that we should embrace it'. And as
the debate goes on, he added that Claude
Ake concluded that the form of
democratization going oninAfricaisthat
of disempowerment largely because
foreign languages disenfranchi sed many
Africans, he noted. He went further to
stress that the discourse about
democratizationisawork in progression
and this concept as used in Africa is
highly racialized and what we havein most
part of Africais not democratization but
de-democratization. The fourth panelist,
LydiaApori Nkansah noted that election
is the badge for democracy. Electionsin
Africa are tainted with flaws and
irregularitiesinAfrica

The fifth panelist, Daniel Limbe from
University of Dar es Salaam Tanzania
made her presentation on "The satirical
portrayal of Africans development issues:
Examples from Kiswahili short stories”
She described Satire as a portrayal of
events or issues in an opposite manner.

Toward more Democratic Futures:
Making Governance beneficial for all
Africans

Presenters:

» Abdessater Sahbani ; Becoming
more Democratic in Africa: Demo-
cracy faces What Challenges ?

* Ahmad Amal Mohammad Emam
Khashab, Re-examing Transition
Paradigm: Are Elections Enough to
Ensure Democratization in Africa?

* Ibrahim Mouiche, La gouvernance
électorae et la consolidation démo-
cratique en Afrique : défis et pers-
pectives.

e Serge Bernard Emmnuel Aliana,
(Re)penser ladémocratie deliberative
en Afrique al'aune de la palabre afri-
caine une approche philosophique
par la théorie des capacities.

Presentations in this panel focused on
how to make democracy and good gover-
nancework for Africa.

Towards a New Research Agenda
for CODESRIA

Discussions of CODESRIA’s new
Research agendatook place on Friday, 12
June 2015 and flowed from the recom-
mendations that had been made by the
intellectual agendareview committee.

Thefirst few minutes of the session were
taken up by discussions on the amend-
ments of the CODESRIA charter. Inview
of the impending elections, it was
necessary to decide on when the
amended charter came into force. In
discussions chaired by Issa Shivji, a
resolution was passed to the effect that
theamended charter cameinto effect from
the 15" June 2015. This meant the
impending el ections had to be conducted
using the old charter. Thisresolution was
moved by the VP of CODESRIA and
seconded by Sam Moyo.

Discussonon CODERSIA’ Snew research
agendawere chaired by TeresaMariada
Cruz e Silva, Professor at the Eduardo
Mondlane University in Maputo,
Mozambique and Former President of
CODESRIA. Thefirst section of the panel
discussion was marked by the report of
the Scientific Committee, followed by a
roundtable discussion. The key points
that emerged from the presentation of the
Vice-Chair of the Scientific Committee,
Shamil Jeppie dealt with the challenges.
Jeppie mentioned that it was challenging
to get al ten members of the Scientific
Committeeto meet dl at once. Despitethat,
members who were present were able to
review drafts of documents, abstractsfor
the conference and came up with atheme
for the 14" General Assembly. Jeppie
noted that agood number of the abstracts
ignored thetheme. He expressed arecom-
mendation that the way forward and goal
of the research agenda should be inter-
disciplinary.

Five panellists were invited to present
their contributions on the new research
agendafor CODESRIA, namely Dickson
Eyoh of the University of Toronto, Abdul



Raufu Mustapha of the University of
Oxford, Elisio Macamo of the University
of Basel in Switzerland, ManthiaDiawara
of the Scientific Committeeof CODESRIA
(USA), and Shamil Jeppie of the Scientific
Committee of CODESRIA (SouthAfrica).
Thefirst speaker, Dickson Eyoh, focused
his presentation on knowledge and
underlying assumptionsand research and
politics. He expressed that what we are
ableto know isafaction of our underlying
assumptions. These latter make our
knowledge of the world coherent. Eyoh
also mentioned that peopletalk alot about
the concept of development, but fail to
take into account assumptions linked to
that concept: for example that the future
isasocial project. Eyoh further discussed
that research cannot take the place of
palitics, and cannot define what should
take place in the world. He argued that
politics cannot validate research findings.
Onthe contrary, politics should rather be
developed by methods. That itself isthe
first challenge that we haveto face. Eyoh
recommended that we should develop
basic narratives around three main
themes. The first one has to do with
citizenship and an emphasis on nation
building, expanding the scope within
which we can expand human dignity. The
second themedealswith institutions. The
third theme has to do with actions over
practice, namely the gap between morality
and politics. In other words, to what
extent can we ground our political actions
tomoral principleswe canidentify with?

The second speaker, Abdul Raufu
Mustapha focused on a theme that dealt
with Africaand its multiple vision of the
future. In that vein, he shared that there
are six things to advance research. First,
respacing Africa includes transna-
tionalism, namely hubs, corridors and
networks. Mustapha argued that there is
a need to change topographies of being
and understanding topographies of where
we are. Second, measurement issues need
to be dealt with when talking about the
advancement of research. Third, it is
necessary to move from the concept of
good governance to hybrid governance.
Fourth, itisalso critical to movefrom neo-
patrimonialism to political settlement.
Fifth, the research-policy nexus needsto
be redefined. Finally, Mustapha discus-
sed area studies as the sixth component
to advance research. He noted in that
regard that it is important to learn from
the global common. Mustapha further
mentioned the issue of bringing policy
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with research together, pointing out that
policy makers need to be brought into the
picturebeforeresearch isdone. Heargued
that it is avery costly process and man-
power to do the work may be an issue as
well.

The third speaker, Shamil Jeppie talked
about the challenges faced with
publications, housing of theinformation,
and lengthy and difficult process to
accessarchivesin someAfrican countries
such as Niger. Hefurther denounced that
our collectionsinAfricaare exported, our
conversationshardly exist and areusually
digitized coming from the North and that
we do not have our own reports. The
fourth speaker, Manthia Diawarafocused
on how archives can be used to position
research. He showed video clips of
Senghor and Soyinka discussing
immigrationinAfricaand Europe. Onone
hand, from the excerpts, Senghor
emphasized the need to avoid the
infiltration of outsiders, andthat itismore
than abiological reason butitisacultural
and political one. Soyinka, on the other
hand, evoked the concept of "ivoirity" in
Ivory Coast, case of Ghana and Nigeria,
and denounced why African leaders
cannot recognizethat the use of theword
migrants within Africaitself is obscene.
Soyinkaalso talked about xenophobiaas
being implanted by governments. He
further stressed that humanity is mobile
and that theinflux of migrantsto Western
nations should be looked at from the
perspective of restitution.

Thefollowing weretheinterventionsfrom
participants regarding CODESRIA’'s
research agenda:

* When thinking about the research
agenda, it has to fit with Africa
regions. Africais looked at based on
the colonial division. North Africa
for example is not considered part of
Africa

» What is the vision of civil society in
Africa, what vision will help liberate
us.

» We should know and learn about
other countries.

* We should not stop at the source of
information; we should look at also
distribution of the information. We
should push for private owned
libraries.

* How do we get to the parliamen-
tarians? We have to connect policy
and research

e History is not being taken seriously
at CODESRIA. Students in Sierra
Leone for example do not know
Amica Cabral

* CODESRIA needs an intellectual
agenda. The nature and quality of
social science have to be situated in
our own environment. Academicians
no longer exclusively do social
science.

e Proposal: Scientific Committee to
come up with a concrete agenda

e The title of this panel discussion
mention "new research agenda":
what is new? There are many
interesting topics and thinking that
needs to be done. It will be good to
explain the novelty: Does it have to
be the way research has to be
conducted, the way it will be
conducted and who are the
stakeholders? What is the identity
of CODESRIA?Isthere any change?

e Debate on research agenda cannot
be contained itself. Institutional inte-
rest may be different from the
individual interest. Dialogue bet-
ween policy and research is carried
on as if CODESRIA is a political
organization, policy-making isnot an
academic exercise, itisapolitical one.

e Interms of keeping memory, we need
to link memory and oral tradition

e Intellectual projects to work to-
gether/ encourage interdisciplinary
work/working together across
disciplines

« Thinking about language in terms of
non-verbal in addition to the verbal.
What does it mean for CODESRIA,
and how do we produce it, consume
it. How do we deal with epistemic
shifts?

e Train scholars on how to write good
abstracts

e How can CODESRIA play a mgor
role and position itself on the conti-
nent where data extracted from the
research is housed on a continental
database?

Adminstrative Aspects of the GA

Nomination and electoral panel
report and elections

Chaired by Professor Issa Shivji, this
session was dominated by the report of
the regional caucuses and the election of
the new executive committee. The presi-
dent of the five sub-regions presented
first their reportsbefore the results of the
electionswithin their region.



The reports focused on:

» For Central Africa: re-dynamize and
improve CODESRIA's visibility

e For East Africa: connect more
effectively with the youth, use infor-
mation technology, and give greater
access to academia articles. Recom-
mendation to submit an annual re-
port to the region, and failure to do
so will result in a vote of no confi-
dence. Another recommendation
deals with the implementation of
regional chapters and projects.

» For North Africa: reinforce publi-
cations and participants from North
Africa

» For South Africac Substitute should
be playing a major role. Committee
should be held accountable and
issues and reforms need to be
followed through, and more young
scholars and women need to be
brought to CODESRIA's activities

» For West Africa: accountability of
the Scientific committee, more young

women and scholars to take part in
CODESRIA's|eadership and activities

Thefollowing wereelected:

» For Central Africa: Nkolo Foe
(Cameroon), Andre Mbata Mangu
(Kinshasa) and Joseph Gahama(.....)
as substitute
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» For East Africa: Kenneth Simala
Inyani (Kenya), Khalid EI Amin
(Sudan) and Mshai Mwangola
(Kenya) as substitute

» For North Africa: Hassan Remaquin
(Algeria), Sphedrine Ben Fredj
(Tunisia and Mohammad Haggag
(Egypt) as substitute

 For Southern Africa: |sabelle Casimo
(Mozambique), Puleng Lenka Bula
(South Africa, voted in abstentia
because of brother’s death), and
Solofo Randriana (Madagascar) as
substitute.

» For West Africa: Rokhaya Fall
(Senegal), Dzodzi Tsikata (Ghana)
and Oder Varela (Cape Verde) as
substitute

All memberseligibleto votewereinvited
to confirm the results, which was done
by acclamation. The chair asked that for
the President and Vice-president, he will
stop at 3 nominations for each. After
voters accepted this proposal, nomi-
nations began. For the position of presi-
dent, two proposal swere made: Professor
Dzodzi Tsikata (Ghana) and Professor
Nkolo Foe (Cameroon). After the vote by
secret ballot and the counting of votes,
71 to 25 in favour of Professor Dzodzi
Tsikata, she was declared the new
President of CODESRIA.

For the position of the vice-President,
two proposals were made: Professor

Nkolo Foe (Cameroon) and Andre Mbata
Mangu (Kinshaha). After the vote by
secret ballot and the counting of votes,
71to 23infavour of Professor Nkolo Foe,
he was declared the new Vice President
of CODESRIA.

Just after, the new President, Professor
Dzodzi Tsikata, took thefloor and thanked
participantsfor their vote. She mentioned
that the values of institutional amendmen-
ts need further discussion and that she
will bring it back to CODESRIA'sagenda.
Shea sotalked about theideaof electronic
voting which need to be rethought again.
She shared that there were many interes-
ting ideas and discus-sionsthat took place
about Africa sfuture, theinvolvement and
development of young scholars, and that
shewill work in ateam spirit to accomplish
the recommen-dations of the governing
body. She will aso make sure that this
new team will complete the work of the
last executive committee.

Thefloor wasgiventotheVice-President,
Nkolo Foefor hisremarks. He concurred
with the President’s message and than-
ked everyonefor the confidence and trust
reposed in him. He pledged to work for a
greater visibility of CODESRIA, more
young scholars' involvement and linka-
ges with governments. He also pledged
to strengthen relationship with the dias-
porawho liveoutside of AfricaandinLatin
America
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Imagining and Creating the CODESRIA of Tomorrow isa
Preoccupation for each one of us

Mr. Chairman,
Dear colleagues,

Aswe come to the end of the 14" GA of
CODESRIA, let me thank you for what,
together, we have been ableto accomplish
thisweek.

What we have accomplished goes beyond
the charter amendments and the election
of a new Executive Committee; a New
President and Vice President. Anyone
who hasfollowed the rich discussions of
the scientific conference, around the
keynote speeches and the round tables,
has now seen the convening power of
CODESRIA on issues affecting Africa’s
future and also the importance of the
contribution of the human and social
scienceresearchin theimagination of this
future.

Imagining and creatingthe CODESRIA of
tomorrow isa so apreoccupation for each
one of us.

As | mentioned in my report to this
venerable assembly , we are al aware of
the current financial challenges. This
means that we must strive for diversi-
fication, sustainability and independence
of our funding and be more pro-activein
developing an Endowment Fund.

We must also work for the completion of
the review process and implementation
of the proposed reforms of our
organization

We are called upon to configure adecen-
tralization schemefor our programmesand
activities as a way of reaching out to
young African scholars and emerging
intellectual sand activating relationswith
our institutional members.

FatimaHarrak
Former President
CODESRIA

Driven by CODESRIA’sgoal sand needs,
serious thinking must be given to
integrating ICTs for the efficient
management of both the administrative
and scientific pursuits of the Council.

The Intellectual Agenda of
CODESRIA

Whilethisagendaisglobally engaged we
must be attentive that it remains locally
relevant and focused around themes of
priority, not only to our constituency but,
to our continent.

While cultivating collaboration between
scholars of Africaand those of the global
south and between African researchers
andtheir peersintherest of theworld, we
must see to it that the knowledge pro-
duced by this Council continues to be
context specific and geared towards
African needsasformulated by the conti-
nent’sintellectuals.

It isthe enthusi astic engagement of these
intellectuals, and the commitment of the
African human and social science
community of scholarsat large, manifes-
ted in the presence of so many of you
here today (and the so many others who
could not come), that give meaning and
valueto thework of CODESRIA. Thank
you, dear membersof CODESRIA, for your
loyalty and unfailing engagement.

May | inthenameof al of youandinthe
name of the outgoing EC express our
gratitude to our funders and partners,
some of whom have been backing usand
valuing our work from thevery beginning;
we are grateful for their trust and their
sponsorship.

Together we can fashion a dynamic and
resourceful CODESRIA for the twenty-
first century!

Lastly, let meexpressmy gratitudeto the
outgoing Executive Committee for the
friendship wehave built and the excellent
work we have been ableto realize during
the past three years and half.

Let me, in the same spirit, congratul ate
and welcometheincoming President, Vice
President and Executive Committee. Inthe
name of the outgoing Executive
Committee, | extend to you our best wishes
for avery successful mandate.

May | also take up this opportunity to
reiterate, in your name, our gratitude to
the Government and People of Senegal
for their solicitude, hospitality and
multiform contribution to the success of
this General Assembly.

My appreciation goes to all those, near
and far, who in one way or another have
made this meeting a success.

But my — and our — very special thanks
go to the Executive Secretary, our collea
gue EbrimaSall, the Senior Mana-gement
and al the Staff of CODERIA who have
worked like one hand and were a major
cause of the success of the Assembly.

God blessyou all, wa- salamu * alaykum.
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To Talk or not to Talk to Terrorists:
That is the Question of these Unhappy Times

his year’'s general assembly
focused on thefuture of Africaand
tackled a whole range of issues

the continent grapples, with including
terrorism and radicalisation of the youth.

Asasolution to the problem of terrorism,
prominent political scientist, Prof
Mahmood Mamdani of Columbia and
Makerere Universities, recommended that
governments consider holding talkswith
terror groups such as Al Shabaab, Al
Qaedaand Boko Haram.

He argued that refusal to engage these
groups in negotiations only serves to
further embitter and embol den them. Prof
Mamdani said this during apanel discus-
sion on the connection between funda
mentalism, terrorism, and radicalisation of
youth chaired by former Kenyan Cabinet
minister, Prof Anyong Nyong' o.

Prof Ousmane Kane of Harvard under-
scored the increasing importance of
religion to Africans, noting that research
shows that twenty-first century Africans
often spend more time and money on
religiousactivity thanthose of the previous
century.

KenWalibora

Prof Kane shared his recent research,
whichindicated that morethan 98 per cent
of Africans considered religion the most
important thing intheir lives, with Sene-
gal taking thelead inlevelsof religiosity.

Prof Jibril Ibrahim of the Centre for
Democracy and Development (Nigeria)
stated that the rise of religion, and by
extension fundamentalism, isdowntothe
failure of the postcolonial statein Africa
and the commodification of religious
practice.

Religion is good business in Africa,
shown by thefact that Nigeriahas seven
of the 10 richest religious leaders in the
world. However, the scholars noted that
despitetheheightened level of religiosity,
crime has also increased tremendously.

Religion and terrorism, to my mind have
now become inextricably bound up
together. Clearly certain interpretations
or misinterpretations of religious scripts

have justified and fuelled radicalisation
and terrorism.

By the same token, there is room for an
efficacious religious de-radicalisation
process as a counterterrorism strategy.
Themovement led by Mudlim clericsand
scholars in Kenya, Building Resilience
Against Violent Extremism (BRAVE) isa
case in point, sending, as it does, the
message via the media that killing non-
believers is not a jihad but murder and
they quote the Koran.

But admittedly, detoxing the minds of
individuals and groups convinced that
there is a heavenly reward for maiming
and killing is an arduous and uncertain
process. It will require listening to what
the terrorist says and what he does not
say because the door has been shut on
him. It will requirelistening to thesilences.

Ken Walibora is the Kiswahili quality
manager at Nation Media Group. E-mail:
kwalibora@ke.nationmedia.com

Sources: http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/
OpEd/comment/To-ta k-or-not-to-talk-to-
terrorists/-/434750/2775208/-/item/1/-/
havmjoz/-findex.html

One of the Round Table sessions at the General Assembly
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Reports

Bandung+60 Conference Report

The Bandung Spirit

The Asia-Africa Conference held in
Bandung in April 1955 was a turning
pointinworld history. It marked the birth
of the Non-Aligned Movement, and
what has come to be known as the
‘Bandung Spirit’; an expression of the
determination of the peoples of the
South to fight colonialism and all forms
of foreign domination, aswell asracial,
gender, and other forms of inequality,
and bring about sustainable, people-
centered development. The 1955
conference  brought  together
representatives of 29 countries, mainly
from Asia(including Japan and China),
and Africa (which had representatives
from the following countries: Egypt —
represented by Gamal Abdel Nasser;
Gold Coast/Ghana—represented by Kojo
Botsio; Ethiopia; Liberiaand Sudan), and
several observer countries. Former
Yugoslavia was also represented by
Marshal Tito, while Sukarno, the then
president of Indonesia, wasthe host. In
April 2015, on the invitation of the
Indonesian government, 119 countries
were represented at a commemorative
conference held in Jakartaand Bandung.

In October 2015 another commemorative
conference was held in Jakarta and
Bandung. The debates at this confe-
rencewere morerobust, and participants
included many scholars and activists
fromAsa Africa, andLainAmerica This
conference was structured around the
following themes, reflecting dimensions
of thediversity of life: culture, ecology,
economy, politics, religion; and two
cross-cutting themes which are history

EbrimaSall
Executive Secretary
CODESRIA
Dakar

and gender. CODESRIA was one of the
co-organising institutions, and was
represented at the conference by
Professor FatimaHarrak, immediate past
President of CODESRIA, and |. Ahead of
the conference, a selection of the
conference papers were published in a
book titled Bandung at 60: New I nsights
and Emerging For ces edited by Darwis
Khoduri. CODESRIA is one of the co-
publishers, and the book was launched
at the conference.

The conferencewasheld at three venues:
(i) a the LIPPI (thendonesian Research
Council) headquarters in Jakarta; (ii) in
the same hall where the 1955 conference
washeldin Bandung; and (iii) at Trisakti
University in Jakarta.

The discussions were scholarly, but
sometimestook on amilitant tone, partly
because of the participation of activists
in the conference. This mix of academic
and activist perspectivesisalso reflected
intheframing of the declaration that was
issued at the end.

The conclusions reached and the
decisionstaken include the following:

e The need to keep the Bandung Spirit
alive and well, building on the rich
heritage of the many years of
struggles of the peoples of the
South, while promoting an under-

standing of the spirit in today’s
terms: as a quest for emancipation
for the peoples of the Global South,
and an aspiration for global trans-
formation towards global justice and,
in the words of Manoranjan
Mohanty (who was at the confe-
rence), a Global Swarg ; it is the
same spirit that led to, and has, over
the years been driving the World
Social Forums and struggles for
freedom and for a better world; it is
aso the spirit behind the creation of
organisations and networks such as
CODESRIA, CLASCO, and IDEAS;

e Bring Latin America and the
Caribbean into the ‘Bandung
Movement’, and explore possibilities
for holding similar conferences in
Latin America and Africa;

e Strengthen research and academic
cooperation across the Global South
within the framework of a Bandung
Studies Programme.

A lot has changed in the world since the
Asian-African conference was held in
1955. The Cold War isover. Colonialism
initscrudeformshas been abolished. But
there are many old and new challenges,
many new frontiers, and many battles to
befought at al levels—fromthevery loca
totheglobal. The"Bandung Spirit" must
therefore stay alive and well. The
Bandung+60 Declaration speaksto some
of the contemporary challenges that the
peoples of the Global South are facing
(which include the global inequalities of
power and the ecological challenges), and
cals for Asian-African-Latin American
solidarity.
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World Social Science Forum 2015:
Transforming Global Relations for a Just World

he Council for the Development of
I Social Science ResearchinAfrica
(CODESRIA) and the Human
Sciences Research Council (HSRC) co-
hosted the third World Social Science
Forum (WSSF) which whichtook placein
Durban, South Africa, in September 2015.
The WSSF is a global event of the
International Social Science Council
(ISSC) that brings together researchers
and stakeholders in international socia
science co-operation to address current
topical global issuesand future priorities
for international socid science. The Forum
promotes innovative and cross-disci-
plinary work, cross-science collabo-
rationsin thenatural and human sciences,
and engagement with donors and
decision makersin the science community
worldwide.While delivering the closing
remarks at the occasion, Dzodzi Tsikata,
President of CODESRIA's Executive
Committee emphasized the need for the
social sciences to produce knowledge
which can be used by different
constituencies- policy makers, business,
social movements and the general public
to strivefor amore just world.

The closing remarks is presented
here in full

Dear colleagues and fellow participants,

After four remarkable days of excellent
presentations, the sharing of ideas and
important debates on one of the most
serious challenges of our time, there is
not much |eft to say except to say thank
you and to call on all of usto act. | hope
you are leaving here inspired and
rejuvenated to re-examine your research,
policy and advocacy agendas and have
begun to ask new questions about the
rising inequalities between and within
countries and regions of the world.

It is gratifying that the problem of
inequalities is taking centre stage once
again, after many decades on the side-
lines of social science research when
poverty took the centre stage and became
a proxy for inequalities. In prioritising
inequalitiesat thisforum, thiscommunity
of social sciences is responding to

Dzodzi Tskata
President CODESRIA
Dakar

longstanding and increasingly urgent
concerns within the policy space and the
wider society that inequalities constitute
ahuge threat to peace and democracy as
well as to sustainable development. For
CODESRIA, thisreaffirmsour firm belief
that the social sciences should be
proactivein producing knowledge which
addresses some of the most fundamental
problems of our times, while remaining
rigorous autonomous and not ensnared
in the service of the powers that be.

The decision to hold thisforum in South
Africa, in the city of Durban has been
inspired. It enabled researchers, policy
makersand activistsfrom acrosstheworld
to get afeel of a country whose citizens
engaged in a sustained and inspiring
struggle against inequalities and
prevailed. While the struggle for a just
society isstill not fully won, South Africa
offers the example of what is possible
when people organise to overthrow an
entrenched system of inequalitiesin order
to restore the citizenship rights and the
dignity of the majority. Being here has
reminded us of the importance of social
movements in the fight for a more equal
world. It enables us to interrogate the
positioning and demands of different
social actorsinthequest for ajust society.
All over the world, young people,
women’smovements, workers movements
and arange of new social movementsare
leading struggles for a better world, and
our research going forward needs to
account for these.

Many questions raised by the papers
presented and the discussions that have
followed at this conference are building
blocks of a broad and solid research
agendaon inequalities. For example, we
spent several sessions discussing the
nature of global inequalities in the
economic, socia and political domains,
and several speakers have drawn

attention to the fact that these global
inequalitiesare deeply implicated inintra-
country inequalities. Going forward, we
need to examine more closely the inter-
linkages and rel ati onships between global
and in-country inequalities. This would
make it possible to advance both
academic and policy debates beyond
whether to blame endogenous or
exogenous factors for the rising
inequalities.

Questions have also been raised about
the measurement of inequalities and
which indicators bring us to a better
understanding of the multifaceted
character of inequalities, its structural
elements and its drivers, and take us
beyond a narrow focus on economic
inequalities. A dimension of accounting
for inequalitiesisthe question of whether
we should be concerned about
inequalities of opportunities or
inegualities of outcomes. Giventhat some
indicators e.g. access to education and
accessto land, are both opportunitiesand
outcomes, a forward looking social
science would take inequalities both in
opportunities and outcomes seriously.

One uncontroversial issue is the impor-
tance of inter-disciplinary work which
addresses the different domains of ine-
gualities and their interconnections. It
cameupindifferent ways- fromtheexcel-
lent plenariesand parallel sessionswhich
involved conversations among different
disciplines, direct calls for the inclusion
of different disciplinary perspectivesin
futurework oninequalities, and the cele-
bration of the life and work of Arthur
Lewis, the Caribbean economist, whose
remarkable achievements demonstrated
clearly theimportance of taking cognisan-
ce of different disciplinary perspectives
and also going beyond economic issues
in understanding the challenges of deve-
lopment. In any case, gender and women's
studies and feminist scholars have long
demonstrated the value of inter-discipli-
nary research. Their longstanding focus
on understanding and interrogating the
intersections of social relationsand their
deep understanding of power relations



and inequalities offer many insights to
the social sciences into how best to ap-
proach the study of inequalities, but also
how to ensure the relevance to research
of different constituencies. The socia
sciencecommunity hasmuchtolearnfrom
paying attention to thework of thiscons-
tituency.

Going forward, our research agendas
should therefore take cognisance of not
only the range and complexities of the
inequalities we have identified, but also
interrogate policy effortsand activism to
addressthese. Aswell, new developments
in the policy space require our attention.
The recent inclusion of inequalities as a
stand- alone goal in the SDGs, the
adoption of Agenda 2063, the AU’s
ambitious programme of structural
transformation and regional integration
arejust two examples. The social sciences
need to produce knowledge which can
be used by different constituencies-
policy makers, business, social
movements and the general public to
strivefor amorejust world.

Each of us should participate to the best
of our ahilitiesand inclinations, and join
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with othersto enlarge our efforts. In this
regard, our organisations such as
CODESRIA, the HSRC and the 1SSC
should deepen their collaborations with
others across the globe to provide the
solidarity and the spaceto strengthen the
social sciences. In doing this, we should
continue to address the inequalities and
hierarchiesin knowledge production and
the control of knowledge dissemination
within the social sciences themselves.
Only then can we prove equal to the task
of participating in the transformation of
unequal relationships at all levels of
levels- national, regional and global.

Before| take my sesat, | would liketo say
express on behalf of CODESRIA, our
profound gratitude to the Forum chair,
Professor Olive Shisana, and to the
dynamic staff at HSRC who hosted usand
wereresponsible for execution of WSSF
2015. Together, they delivered a well-
organised and innovative programme
which ensured that conversations took
place between the different constituencies
who have astakein the building of ajust
and prosperous world. | also would like
to expressour deep gratitudeto thechairs

of variouscommitteesand their members-
Prof Shisana, chair of the executive and
programme committees, Prof. Vasu Reddy,
chair of the local organising committee,
Ms Bridgitte Prince, chair of the
scholarship committee, Profs. Adebayo
Olukoshi and Jayati Ghosh, co-chairs of
the scientific and abstract review
committees, and Dr. TembaMasilela, chair
of the logistics committee. | also want to
thank the incoming head of the HSRC,
Crain Soudein, and the | SSC President and
itscurrent and former executivedirectors,
and the entire board and secretariat,
particularly Heidi Hackman, Vivi Stavrou
and Mathieu Denis. | want to
acknowledge the years of hard work of
these committees which cameto fruition
in the last four days.

| would also like to thank all those who
supported the WSSF in diverse ways,
particulaly SIDA, NORAD and DANIDA.

Finally | want to wish the organisers of
the next WSSF successand urgeall of us
to continue participating actively in the
planning and execution of future WSSF.

Thank you.
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Declaration of the 3rd World Social Science Forum

16 September 2015

Forum 2015 took place against the backdrop of multiple

transitions that affect global governance, resource
utilisation, socid relationsand quality of lifeleading toincreased
global inequalities. The Forumisthe most significant gathering
of scholarsand policy-oriented intellectuals drawn from all the
regions of the world and across different disciplinary interests
in the socia sciences and humanities.

I I osted in Durban, South Africa, theWorld Social Science

It serves as a platform for presenting new knowledge and
insights, re-thinking received wisdom, charting new directions,
promoting innovation in the research-policy-action nexus, and
nurturing new international partnerships.

Issues of justice and growing inequalities at global, regional,
national and local levelsand their impact on the quality of life of
populationsaswell ason the sustainability of resourcesjustifies
the theme for the 2015 World Socia Science Forum "Trans-
forming Global Relations for a Just World". The theme built
upon critical issues that permeated debates during both the
2009 and 2013 editions of the Forum which focused respectively
on the themes "One Planet —Worlds Apart” (2009) and " Social
Transformations and the Digital Age" (2013) and addressed
issues of power asymmetries, injustices, disparities, digunctions
and the divide that pervaded contemporary global redlities.

Organized by the International Social Science Council together
with the co-hosts — the Council for the Development of Social
Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA) and the Human
Sciences Research Council (HSRC) under the patronage of
UNESCO - the Forum shone a spotlight on the nature and
dimensions of injustice and inequality, including:

1 Macroeconomic policy choices and their impact;

2 The extent and consequences of income and asset
inequalities;

3. Inequity in global governance, where the views of the
majority of statesare excluded in making major decisions
regarding global affairsin variousinstitutions and fora;

4. Agreedinternational legal instrumentsthat uphold human
rightsarenot fully implemented;

5. Theimpact of inequality intermsof patternsof production
and consumption influencing the sustainability of
resources,

6. The impact of gender, race and class inequalities, as
manifested in unequal access to education, health,
resources, employment and other social benefits;

7. Generational inequalities that exclude a mgjority of the
youth and the elderly;

8. Wage inequalities and labour unrest;

9. Poverty and experimentsin combating inequality; and

10. Lessons learned from the action of social movements, civil

society, and governments, as well as policies, programs,
and best practices.

Over 1000 people from 84 countries came together in Durban,
South Africato share their experiences on research undertaken
inthe areas of injustice and inequality and to analyse theimpact
of these scourges. The Forum brought together leading thinkers
and policy makersfrom around the globe with the objective of
furthering collective understandings of inequalities for the
purpose of addressing injustice. Participants addressed the
trends, magnitude, nature, causes, manifestations and drivers
of inequalities and injustices. Thisencompassed not just issues
such as access to basic services including water, sanitation,
health, education, and housing, relations among peoples, and
overall quality of life, but also the national and international
processesthat generateinequality. The Forum provided aplatform
for seeking solutions to and effective strategies for these
injustices and sharing experiences among people from the
different countries. The Forum also enabled participants to
witness local manifestations of inequality in Durban, South
Africaaswell astheefforts of non-governmental and community
based organizations to address injustice and inequality.
Participants learned and shared lessons that can be adapted to
different settings.

Inspired by this experience, we, the participants of the 2015
World Social Science Forum held on the 13-16 of September,
2015in Durban, South Africaunder thetheme of " Transforming
Global Relations for a Just World," are concerned with the
consequences of injustice and inequality for the quality of life
for global populationsaswell aswith the sustainability of global
resources. As aresult, we declare that we shall:

(a) Pursue theoretical and empirical research including
development of reliable and multi-dimensional indicators
on inequalities and injustices,

(b) Produce evidence to highlight issues requiring urgent
attention and action, support advocacy and inform
policies to respond to them;

(c) Support efforts to address asymmetries, disparities, di-
vides, and lack of autonomy in knowledge production
through the creation of transformative knowledge
programs,

(d) Participate in programs and efforts that aim to end injustice
and inequality;

(e) Make every effort to reduce income inequalities and pro-
mote equity, starting with scientific institutions where we
have influence;

(f) Support measurable progress to overcome inequalities,
including through the implementation of the Sustainable
Development Godls;

(g) Promote policies, programs, and values that act to end
gender inequality;

(h) Promote the integration of youth in work places through
providing them with the necessary skills to enter the
labour force;
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(i) Support efforts to achieve legally binding and universal
agreement on avoiding dangerous anthropogenic inter-
ference with the climate system; and

() Promote inclusive societies based on universal values and
human rights.

TheWorld Socia Science Forum and theWorld Social Science
Report advances social science research and awareness of
these issues.

We believe that together, bolstered by our social science
knowledge, skill and power, we will contribute to end injustice
and inequality globally, regionally and locally aswell asin our
own work and home spaces.

Sussex University Confers Honorary Degree on Professor
Takyiwaa Manuh, Former President of
CODESRIA’ Scientific Committee

Prof. Takyiwaa Manuh, former Chair of the CODESRIA ientific Committee (2009-2011), had an Honorary Doctor
of Laws (LLD) conferred on her by the University of Sussex. Below is her acceptance speech:

Chancellor of the University of
Sussex, Sanjeev Bhaskar,

The Vice Chancellor, Professor
Richard Farthing,

Madam Mayor of Brighton and Hove,

Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Pro-Vice
Chancdllors,

Members of Convocation,
Graduands,

Parents,

Members of Family and friendswho are here,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladiesand Gentlemen,

| have been delighted and honoured to join all of you at this
graduation ceremony at the University of Sussex, and | am truly
humbled by the honour done me by the university in conferring
upon mean honorary doctor of lawsdegreein recognition (quote)
‘of my contributionsto the fields of law, gender and politics'.

Distinguished guests, inevitably on occasions such as this,
onecallsto mind the different individual sand groupswho have
contributed to one’s progress over the years- family members,
teachers, mentors, colleagues and friends and one’s networks,
both professional and social- and to thank them for their support,
encouragement and belief in one’s abilities to succeed.

In particular, | would like to thank my late parents, one self-
educated, the other unlettered, but both utterly committed to
educating all their many children, female and male. | recall my
mother, rebuffing her father, an educated man, who complained
about the seemingly never-ending levels of education that some
of us daughters were entering- ‘what would marriage do for
them,” she parried? | also recall my father’s pride as | left to
pursue graduate education in Tanzania, and the support my
parents afforded mewhen | left my young children behind, after

| became asingle parent, to go, first to
the US, and then to Colombia, on a
United Nations University Fellowship.
How | wish they could be here with us
today, to watch mereceive thishonour,
and to swell with pride!

Ladiesand Gentlemen, inthe part of the
world wherel wasborn, it wasnot at all
a certainty some fifty-odd years ago
when | attained school-going agethat |
would actually be enrolled in school, or
remain in school and progress all the way to tertiary education
and beyond. It is atestament to the progress that has occurred
almost everywhere now that the right of girlsto an education,
skillsand training, isalmost uncontested and actually promoted,
as we saw with the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
that are now ending, and reiterated in the successor and more
ambitious Sustai nable Devel opment Goalsthat are set to come
into place later thisyear.

But it is not only in the area of girls' education and women’s
rights that some progress has occurred, but also in the area of
politics in Africa. There is now a general commitment to
democratization and the rule of law to the extent that even
autocratic governmentswhich wish to remain in power want the
veneer of democracy and try to extend their rule through
elections, however stacked these may be.

AndAfricahaslargely moved beyond ‘ the basket case’ scenario
described by the Economist magazine some years ago. It is
recognized that several African countries are among the fastest
growing economiesintheworld. However thechallengeremains
of trandating these impressive growth rates into decent jobs
and skills for the teeming populations of young people, of
bridging the rising inequalities, and stemming the tide of some
of the desperate migrations that we read about in the news
almost every day.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, all these issues
and moreare currently being discussed at the Third International
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Conference on Financing for Development (FfD), that opened
yesterday in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the city where | now live
and work. That Conference has gathered over 7,000 delegates
to deliberate on actions, strategies and commitments for
financing sustainable devel opment, protecting the environment,
and promoting social inclusion for afairer and morejust world.
But | am happier to be herewithyou all thisweek thanin that con-
ferencewith the heads of stateand al theimportant personalities!

Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Distinguished Ladies and
Gentlemen, | cannot end my address without mentioning what
the University of Sussex hasmeant to me over the years. Sussex
callsto mind high teas- scones, clotted cream, strawberry jam,
and tea- fish dinners, stimulating intellectual discussions with
friendsand colleagues, socia justiceand internationalism. | recall
in particular, Anne Whitehead and her many yearsof field work
in Ghana, and the work of Kate Young and her colleagues.

The IDS was one of the places | visited with British Council
sponsorship as we were planning to establish our Women's
Studies programme at the University of Ghanain thelate 1980s,
and morerecently the IDSwasthelocation for our Pathways of
Women's Empowerment Research Project Consortium that
grouped colleaguesfrom Latin America, theMiddle East, Asia,
Europe and Africa, under the leadership of Andrea Cornwall,
that has done exciting and comparative work on so many aspects
of women’s lives in our respective continents. The findings
about the necessary and contingent conditions for women's

empowerment including both the agency of women themselves
and their movementsaswell asthe policy actionsand resources
that states need to commit, remain to betaken up, particularly in
the post-2015 agenda.

Finally, | turn to you, graduands of today. You are entering a
fast-changing and turbulent world. There are several
uncertainties and challenges and you can take nothing for
granted. But the world you are entering has also experienced
significant progress, including in the areas |’ ve described today.

So graduands, thisiswhat | want for you:

e That today, you will use the technology available to you to
post selfies of yourselves and your family and friends who
have helped you achieve this milestone;

e That throughout your lives, technology can help you to
engage with the world and build on the progress I’'ve
described today in women's rights, the rule of law, and
democracy;

e That you continue to learn and seek knowledge after you
leave Sussex.

e And that you take what you have learned here and what
you learn since to make a difference.

Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Distinguished Guests, | thank you
all once again for the honour bestowed onme, and | look forward
to my new association and statuswith the University of Sussex!

Academic Freedom Still Matters! The Case of
Maati Monjib and Nuno Castel-Branco

by the police on his person. The Moroc-

community has been faced with two
cases of serious violation of freedom
of expression and academic freedom. The

I n recent months, the African scientific

CarlosCardoso
CODESRIA

can authorities also prevented him from
travelling abroad in order to participatein
a scientific activity, forcing Monjib to

first one involved Carlos Nuno Castel-

embark on ahunger striketo pressfor his

Branco, an economist, co-founder of the

rights. These two cases are not isolated

Ingtitute of Social and Economic Studies
(IESE) and professor at the University
Eduardo Mondlane in Maputo,
Mozambique. Professor Castel-Branco
had to face criminal proceedings for
aleged slander against the former presi-
dent of Mozambique, Armando Guebuza,
over a message that the scholar posted
on his Facebook page on 4 November
2013, entitled "Letter to President of
Mozambique'. Inhisletter, Castel-Branco
criticised some of the policies of thethen
President and contended that these
policies were responsible for the
multifaceted crisisin that country.

Although he was eventually discharged
and acquitted by the court, Professor
Castel-Branco’s arraignment was a clear

violation of hisfundamental right to free-
dom of expression and raises new con-
cernsabout theissue of academic freedom
in some parts of the African continent.
The second case concerns the travel ban
that was imposed on Professor Maati
Monjib, a historian and member of CO-
DESRIA's Scientific Committee by Mo-
roccan authorities recently. Monjib, a
political analyst and human rights acti-
vist, was a founding member of the 20
February Movement Support Council,
which sought reform in Morocco during
the Arab Spring. On 31 August 2015, on
his return from Montpellier (France), he
was unjustly detained by the authorities
a MohamedV Airport in Casablanca This
ugly episode was followed by a series of
provocative actsdeliberately perpetrated

cases. Certainly there are numerous simi-
lar events that have not come to the at-
tention of CODESRIA or that were not
made public dueto limitationsin thefunc-
tioning of the press iand aso due to the
repressive acts of intolerant government
authoritiesin several countriesin Africa.

For instance, on 17 March 2015 in Mo-
rocco, aninvestigativejournalist, Hicham
Mansouri, wasimprisoned for 10 months
while working on an article on state sur-
veillance. Ibn Rochd Center for Studies
and Communication, an organi-sation
which focuses on the freedom of press,
of thought and of expression, democracy
and cultural development, was forced to
shut down by Moroccan authorities. A
similar organisation, Freedom Now —



Comité de protection de la liberté de la
presse et d'expression au Maroc (Com-
mitteefor the protection of freedom of the
press and of expression in Morocco) was
denied registration by the authorities..
These and other recent crack downs on
individual journalists and human rights

Maati Monjib

activists show growing restrictions on
freedom of expression in Morocco.

The frequency of executions perpe-
trated against members of the
research community and universities
on the continent, which contributes
to the establishment of a climate of

"Every African intellectua
shall enjoy the freedom of
movement within his or her
country and freedom to
travel outside and re-enter
the country without let,
hindrance or harassment"

— Kampala Declaration

fear and restricts the development
of a conducive atmosphere for pro-
ductive academic and social life is
worrying. These acts of repression
stifle intellectual debate and make
censorship arule. The cases of Castel-
Branco and Monjib may especialy be
taken as paradigmatic examples of
what is happening in the academia
and in African societies in genera in
terms of ensuring freedom of expres-
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sion and academic freedom in par-

ticular.
With the wave of democratization that
swept through several African countries
in the early 90s and the improvement of
citizen rights conditions that followed
them, one would have thought that the
time of persecution and theimposition of
obstaclesto the free exercise of freedom
expression had passed. But the recent
cases of violation of academic freedom,
to which should be added the recent
events that took place in South African
universities, with studentsdemanding for
equal access to education and an end to
racisminthedeivery of higher education,
|eading to violent confrontati ons between
students and authorities, are proof that
the struggles for freedom of expression
and academic freedom in particular must
continue. Indeed, we may arguethat there
is an intrinsic connection between aca-
demic freedom and the global emanci-
patory struggles of citizens.

Inthe casesinvolving Castel-Branco and
Monjib, we are dealing with high-level
academicswhosevoiceislikely toinfluen-
cethecritical positioning of citizensabout
the public acts and the fight for freedom
of expression in their countries. Beside
his position of an Associate Professor in
Economic Deve-lopment and Industriali-
zation at the University Eduardo Mondla
ne, Carlos Nuno Castel-Branco is
Research Associate, Department of De-
velopment Studies at the School of Orien-
tal and African Studies (SOAS),
University of London and Senior Research
Fellow at the Ingtitute for Development
Policy and Managemet (IDPM), Univer-
sity of Manchester. His areas of interest
include economic growth policy, econo-
mic transformation and social system of
capital accumulationin Mozambiqueand

"No intellectual shall inany
way be persecuted, harassed
or intimidated for reasons
only of hisintellectual work
or opinions’

— Kampala Declaration

Sub-Saharan Africa. He is a member of
the Mozambican Association of Econo-
mists (AMECON) and Mozambican Aca-
demy of Sciences.

Apart from being aprofessor and journa-
list, MaataMonjibisalso auniversity re-

Nuno Castel-Branco

searcher, human rightsactivist and presi-
dent of Freedom Now. He hasfacilitated
various debates between Islamists and
secular activistsin Morocco. Hehasaso
instituted aprizefor investigative journa-
lism Prizein Morocco. Heisalso founder
and director of the Ibn Rochd Center for
Studiesand Communication in Morocco.

Itisimportant to reiterate that the practice
of the research profession isinseparable
from the exercise of free and critical
thinking. Theright todoresearchisaright
whichisrecognized by fundamental law.
Also, the right to freely communicate
research findings is an inalienable right
which cannot be separated from theright
of citizens to freely express their views
on current topics of national interest.

Inthiscontext two articlesof theKampaa
Declaration are worth mentioning. These
arethe article 3, which statesthat  "no
intellectual shall in any way be perse-
cuted, harassed or intimidated for reasons
only of hisintellectual work or opinions’
and the article that states that "every
African intellectual shall enjoy the
freedom of movement within his or her
country and freedomto travel outsideand
re-enter the country without let, hindrance
or harassment" (Kampala Declaration,
CODESRIA, Dakar, 1995).
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CODESRIA

Debates

Trends and Issues in the Social Sciences
and Humanities in Africa

Keynote Lecture delivered at the National Dissertations Workshop Organised by the National
Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences (NIHSS) of South Africa Johannesburg, 29-30 July 2015

» Dr Sarah Motsoetsa, CEO of NIHSS
* Professor Sitas and Dear Brother
e My Brother Professor Adam Habib

 Professor Nhlanhla Mkhize,
Chairperson of SAHUDA

* My FriendsProfsGillian Hart, David
Dzanton, Fred Hendricks, Jide
Oloyode, Hennie Kotze, and Darlene
Miller

* NIHSS Programme Directors
Nthabiseng Motseme and Yolanda
Davids

e Colleagues,

I would like to begin by congratulating
Prof. Sitasand Dr Motsoetsafor not only
having done the excellent job of leading
the consultationsthat led to the adoption
of the Charter for Humanities and Social
Sciences, but also for the establishment
of NIHSS, which isadirect result of the
earlier work onthe Charter.

I would also liketo thank you for inviting
CODESRIA to beapartner intheAfrican
Pathways Project. This workshop is
another important milestone in the
advancement of the social sciences and
humanities in our continent, and in the
collaboration between NIHSS,
CODESRIA and SAHUDA.

It is therefore both an honour and a
privilege for me to be here today, and to
speak to this important gathering.

The topic that was chosen for meis: The
State of the Social Sciences and
Humanitiesin Africa. Thatisavery broad
topic. So, | asked myself what would be
the best way of speaking about the state
of the socia sciences and humanitiesin
Africato an audience of great scholars,
and hundreds of doctoral students who
are aspiring to become great scholarsin
the socia sciences and humanities.

EbrimaSall
CODESRIA, Dakar

The SSH: Trends and Issues

Fifteen yearsago, | wrote aworking paper
on The Social Sciencesin Africa: Trends,
Issues, Capacities and Constraints that
was published by the New York Based
Social Science Research Council
(SSRC). The paper was my contribution
to an ambitious project aimed at
"Mapping Human Capital Globally",
which was, in fact, an attempt to review
the state of the social sciences around
the world through a series of studies on
Asia, Europe, the Middle East, the
Americas, etc. and | did thereview of the
social sciencesinAfrica

Inthat working paper, | looked at four sets
of issues; and will look at the sameissues
in thispresentation, becausethey still are
among the key issues to consider in any
serious review of the state of the social
sciences and humanities. The issues are
thefollowing:

i) Theinstitutional base for knowledge
production in Africa and how it has
been evolving, with different
generations of institutions and the
diversification of institutional types
and modes (from what were in the
early sixties just a few ‘traditional’
universitiesthat werealmost al public
universities, and almost all contact
universities—the main exception
being UNISA), to the many hundreds
— that are now thousands — of public
and private higher education
ingtitutions (HEIs) of all shapes and
kinds, many of which areengaged in
mixed modesof ddlivery, and have not
only contact students, but also
distance learners; etc. particularly

with the revolution in the ICTs, and
the formidable advancement of
internationalisation: virtual univer-
sities, off-shore campuses; public and
private institutes, centres and labo-
ratories; etc. The diversification of
sites of knowledge production was
just overwhelming. Today, barely 15
years after | completed the study, the
complexity of theinstitutional lands-
cape has become much greater than
anybody could imagine at the time.
What Zelezacalled the"six Cs' —cor-
poratisation of management, collecti-
visation of access, commercialisation
of learning, commodification of know-
ledge, computerisation of education,
and connectivity of institutions —
havereached enormouslevels(Zeleza
2004). Many of these changes are
global, but with a particular meaning
for scholarship in Africathat we need
to fully understand.

ii) The second set of issues had to do
with the social science disciplines:
those considered to be the core
disciplines of the social sciencesand
humanities (sociology, political
science, anthropology, history,
economics, etc.), as well as the
multidisciplinary fields of study:
cultural studies, human rightsstudies,
conflict and peace studies, gender
studies, development studies, etc.
The modes of institutionalisation of
these disciplines in the academy are
interesting to note. The fragmentation
of the disciplines and fieldsinto sub-
disciplinesand sub-fieldsin the name
of specialisation is also fascinating;
under the dominant neoliberal context
— neoliberal globalisation — the
development of amarket logic in the
social sciences (some call it the
"marketization of the social sciences”;
see Burawoy's review of the
Gulbenkian Commission report
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Opening the Social Sciences;
Burawoy XXX), has both increased
the fragmentation of the social
sciences and humanities, and brought
about changes in the ranking of the
disciplines and fields of study, and
changesinthecriteriafor determining
even what isHE, or SSH research of
high quality, and what is not. The
Gulbenkian Commission, set up by a
Portuguese foundation, the Calyxte
Gulbenkian Foundation, was led by
Immanuel Wallerstein, and had among
its members a linguist (Valentin
Mudimbe, a physics Nobel laureate
(llya Prigogine), etc. was truly
multidisciplinary and its task was to
review thesocia sciencesglobally and
identify trends. In its report the
Commission argued that the future of
the social sciencesisin their further
opening. Thiswasinthemid-nineties
of the last century. Ten years later,
Burawoy, in his review argued that
what actually happened was not the
further opening of the social sciences,
but their increased fragmentation asa
result of their marketization: in the
name of specialization, many new
fields, sub-fields and sub-disciplines
have emerged, thus increasing the
boundaries and what | would call
‘enclosures’ within the social
sciences. These days, ‘relevance’ —
market, or policy-relevance—isoften
used to determine ‘quality’, and set
priorities. The major trends also
include the rise to prominence of the
disciplines that seem to have greater
market value and produce more
marketable skills, students and other
kindsof products, such asthe STEM/
STEAM; and MODE 1 (Giddens) type
knowledges, and the neglect of the
"public good" in HE and research
(Singh; Sawyerr). Disciplines like
history experienced great diffi-culties
— CODESRIA actually laun-ched an
"SOS African History" initiative to
support the discipline. These changes
are also global, but with a particular
meaning for scholarshipin Africathat
we need to fully understand.

iif) Thethird set of issues| looked at was

related to the scholars themselves,
particularly those in the human and
social sciences. In a paper published
in CODESRIA Bulletin in 1995,
Thandika Mkandawire, a former
executive secretary of CODESRIA,
identified "Three Generations of

CODESRIA Bulletin, Nos 3 & 4, 2015 Page 70

African Scholars' (see Mkandawire
1995; Mkandawire 1997). | think we
can now talk about four or five
generations. From the generationsthat
studied or did their research under
conditionsof colonialism, or the Cold
War, or apartheid, to the generations
of the age of the internet and of
neoliberd globalisation, therearegreat
differences. the historical experiences
are different; the worldviews are
different; the issues facing the
societies in which they are evolving
aredifferent; thewaysdatacollection
and research, teaching, publishing,
even conferencing are done have all
changed (NB we now have not only
Skype conferences, but also
"webinars', etc.). The MOOCS are
another good exampl e of the changed
ways; these changes are global, but
with a particular meaning for
scholarship in Africathat we need to
fully understand.

iv)The fourth and last set of issues |

looked at are the research themes that
we have been taking up, and the
debates in the social sciences and
humanities that we have been having
inAfrica. | give afew examples:

a Decolonizing the social sciences
and humanities; i.e. the need to
transform what Mudimbe calls the
"colonial library" —that has not only
African, but also Oriental and Latin
American variants (see the Said's
Orientalism; and Dussel’s The
Invention of the Americas,
published 12 years before Said’s
Orientalismbut dealing with thevery
same issues). The colonia library
side-lined the other libraries that
preceded it (Kane). Aswas noted in
a conference that CODESRIA
organised with Point Sud in January
2013, the ‘colonial library’ also
covered many more aspects of life
than texts and ways of knowing. It
was in fact pervasive, for it shaped
African music, dances, bodily
expressions, etc. Thecolonia library,
I would argue, has also meta-
morphosed into a larger ‘imperia’
library that lives to this day. The
transformation of the colonidl library
istherefore just afirst step towards
the transformation of the larger
"imperial library", and the
transformation of the global
epistemological order (Zeleza2004).
The great African leader Amilcar

Cabral used to say that "we need to
think with our own heads, in the
context of our own realities'. Put
differently, we need tolook at social
reality in our own societies and in
the world around us with our own
eyes, using our own lenses, rather
than using the conceptual and
theoretical frameworksor lenseswe
borrowed from Europe. We need to
look at theworld fromwhereweare,
rather than trying tolook at theworld
fromwhere other peopleare.

b. The challenge of autonomy has been

and still is amajor challenge for the
social sciences and humanities in
Africa (Adesina xxx; Sall and
Ouedraogo 2012); the independence
of themind is a pre-condition for the
independence of the nation and the
continent. Thabo Mbeki, former
president of South Africa, in his
attempts to promote African
Renaissance, called for therebuilding
of Carthage which, he argued, was a
metaphor for African independence. |
think we must al so rebuild Timbuktu,
the metaphor of African intellectual
triumph. The parallels between
Carthage and Timbuktu areinteresting
to note. As Mbeki reminded us, for
150 years, every Roman emperor set
himself asaprimary task the conquest
of Carthage, in what is present day
Tunisia; because Carthage was
flourishing and competing Rome for
‘global’ prominence. In the end, one
of the Roman emperors succeeded in
conquering Carthage. Timbuktu, inthe
15" and 16" centuries, i.e. severa
centuriesafter thefdl of Carthage, also
became a prominent centre of
scholarship that attracted scholars
fromfar and near, until it wasinvaded
by Morocco and its greatest
intellectuals like Ahmed Baba were
deported to Morocco (see The
Meanings pf Timbuktu edited by
Jeppie and Diagne; and Kane's Non-
Europhone Intellectuals).

. Our own identity and our history —

the debates about ethnicity and
nationhood, and those on * Afri-canity’
involving Mafeje and others, and
those about "African modes of self-
writing" (Mbembe), are good
illustrations. So are the debates on
ethnic and national identities, and the
attempts to re-write our histories (as
part of the decol onisation of our past.



The need to re-write history was also
felt after the Rwandan genocide, and
after apartheid). Thereis a"General
History of Senegal" that is also cur-
rently being written, following the
UNESCO Genera History of Africa.
Dominant historical paradigms are
being challenged in many of these
cases, using and recognising aslegiti-
mate a whole range of new sources
and methods of inquiry, and re-
framing dominant narratives. This
struggle over identities and for the
reclaiming of our pastsand futureshas
actually been goingonfor alongtime,
and have been central to the work of
amost all the great pan Africanintel-
lectuals such as Cheikh Anta Diop.

Other themes and issues explored
includethefollowing:

i) Theemancipation and independence
of Africa, and liberation from
apartheid

i) Thetransformation and development
of African economies and societies

i) Crises and structural adjustment

iv) Paliticsand GovernanceinAfrica, and
the challenges of building inclusive,
democratic and developmental states
and governance systems on our
continent

v) Regional integration

vi) Environmental change

vii) The Health challenges— maternal and
infant mortality; HIV/AIDs, maarig;
today wea sotalk about EVD (Ebola)

viii) Education, and HE

iX) Youth and youth cultures

X Gender

Xi) Globalisation; the BRICS; etc.

And so forth and so on. Thelist islong

Colleagues, and friends, | can take each
one of these sets of issues and demons-
trate that most of the trends | observed
15 years ago are till unfolding. If any-
thing, they have become more complex,
but they still exist.

The points | want to make are the
following:

i) The factors that have a role in
determining the state of the social
sciencesand humanitiesin Africaare
many and varied.

ii) The criteria for assessing the socia
sciences and humanitiesto determine
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whether they are ‘healthy’ or not are
also of different kinds; one can use
the bibliometric data, or the citation
indexes, most of which are devel oped
in the North, to count the number of
articles in what are considered to be
the only "international peer reviewed
/ referred journals' (a category from
which journals produced by scholars
inAfricaare often excluded); etc. etc.
and come to the obvious conclusion
that in global terms, Africahostsvery
few international journals, produces
very little, al disciplines combined;
and among the disciplines, the SSH
produce even less; African
universities are not ranked very
highly, whether it is in the Shanghai
rankings or in other global rankings.
Our think tanks are also not ranked
very highly (see the annual GOTO
Global Think Tank Reports published
by the Think Tanks and Civil Society
Program of the University of
Pennsylvania). Within Africa, thereal
‘scientific countries’ are South Africa,
followed by Nigeria, Egypt, and
Kenya. Thereis certainly great value
intheserankingsand citation indexes.
But the stories they tell are very
partial. They also tend to mirror the
inequalitiesof power at theglobal level
(see WSSR 2010, on "Knowledge
Divides").

iif) Moreimportant: theexerciseitsdf, i.e.
determining the state of the social
sciences and humanities, whether it
is in Africa or elsewhere, is not a
neutral or value free exercise. For
instance, African scholars have
demonstrated through our research
that SAP was very problematic and
was not likely to lead to the positive
transformation of African economies,
societiesor politics, and cameupwith
serious criticisms of the Structural
adjustment policies imposed by the
Bretton Woods institutions (WB and
IMF) on the world 20 years before
former senior officials of the Bank
came round to admitting that there
were problems with SAP. Africans
continued debating SAP and its
effects long after SAP had ceased to
be seen by scholars else-where as an
important subject of scholarly
debates. Asamatter of fact, for many
mainstream economists and political
scientists, there was nothing wrong
with the Bank’s policies or those of

theIMF: the problemswere said to be
with us and with our economies. |
don't think that today the Greeks
would agree with such viewsthat are
also expressed by social scientists,
including African social scientists.
These days, the scholars who dare to
challenge the dominant discourses
about the private sector or about the
market, or about globalisation are in
theminority.

Therefore the epistemological issuesand
the methodological issues are as
important in the assessment of the state
of the social sciences in Africa as they
are to the research and writing of the
doctoral dissertations that you are
working on or about to embark upon.

These are some of the reasonsthat led to
the creation of a pan African social
science research council called
CODESRIA, so as to promote social
science research and research based
publishinginAfrica

CODESRIA is also interested in
developing an Africanindexation system.
The reasons are the same as those that
made CODESRIA engage in publishing
journals, including a journal of social
science methodology (with Ouedraogo
and Hendricks as editors), and an Africa
Review of Books, an African Sociological
Review (Jide and Fred present here have
been lead editors of that review), etc.

That isalsowhy CODESRIA isinvesting
in the nurturing of new generations of
scholars and collaborating with NIHSS
in agreat project like the African path-
ways Project.

Therefore, what | would doinwhat isleft
of the time alocated to me is to review
some of the major trends and issues in
the social sciences and humanities in
today’s Africa, with particular reference
tothe CODESRIA experience.

Aswespeak, CODESRIA itsdlf isengaged
in two processes:

i) acomprehensiveinternal review that
includes a review of its intellectua
agenda and

ii) preparations for a meeting to review
and plan for the further advancement
of the CODESRIA African Humanities
Programmeto beheldin Accraon 28-
29 August.



CODESRIA and Where the Social
Sciences Seem to be Going

A good way of getting to know wherethe
social sciences and humanities (SSH) in
Africaareistolook at Africa’s problems
and the problems of today’s world and
see how the SSH are addressing them.
The SSH are concerned with society and
social relations. The major challenges
facing our societies, our continent, and
our world at each given moment therefore
tend to become the subjects of research
and debates in the SSH. Colonialism,
decolonisation, nation/state building, pan
Africanism; apartheid, post-apartheid
transformation, development, democra-
tisation; climate change, globalisation,
conflict, what Wole Soyinkacallsthe‘ new
imperialisms’ (Soyinka 2009), or the
"liberated zones and spaces’ (Micere
Mugo); or the ITCs revolution, and so
forth and so on.

One major complicating factor isthefact
that theworld and the societieswelivein
are unequal, and those inequalities have
found their way into the world of
knowledge production itself. The social
and global divides are mirrored by
knowledge divides. The power relations
at the global and country levels tend to
shape and be shaped by knowledges of
various kinds, produced in different
locations. Euro-American domination of
Africaand other regions of theworld goes
hand — in — hand with the dominant
position that the Euro-American academy
occupies in the global intellectual
community. Put differently, the global
epistemological order tendsto mirror the
global order. The transformation of the
epistemological order istherefore seen by
many as an integral part, if not a pre-
condition for the transformation of the
global order.

Itistherefore not by mere chancethat the
theme chosen for the third World Social
Science Forum in Durban (to be jointly
hosted by HSRC, CODESRIA and the
ISSC, in September 2015) is. "Transfor-
ming Global Relationsfor aJust World".

The SSH inAfricahave been and till are
engaged in that battle, abattle that was at
first aimed at decolonising the SSH and
transforming what Mudimbe call sthe co-
lonial library, that is similar to the battle
against what Edward Said called ‘ orienta-
lism" —and weknow from arecent article
by Farid Alatas of the National Universi-
ty of Singapore that orientalism is still a
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major problem in Asian scholarship, as
indigenous and endogenous intellectual
production is still largely overlooked as
scholars tend to give pre-eminence to
Western scholars and scholarship (Ala
tas2015).

Indeed, asthe mechanisms of domination
reproduce themselves and metamorphose
into new forms, so do the concepts and
theoriesthat inform them. Thequestionis
whether we in Africain particular, and in
the global South, have been keeping up
with the evolution of not only the forms
and mechanisms of foreign domination,
but also other forms of dominationwithin
our own societies, and whether we have
been able to interrogate the concepts and
theories that we use to produce know-
ledge. My good brother Professor Vusi
Gumede put it nicely in one of his
interventions at a recent conference he
co-hosted at UNISA: "have we been able
to look at our societies and the world
around usfromwhereweareand not from
where other peopleare”? (Gumede 2015 —
paraphrasing Cabral’s famous quote: We
must "think with our own heads, in the
context of our own redlities’.

| go back to the first question | asked:
how have the SSH been addressing the
problemsof Africaand theworld of today?

| think it no longer isaquestion of whether
or not we are, in Africa, researching the
issues that are high on the national,
regional and global policy agendas, such
as poverty, inequality, global warming,
regional integration, post-apartheid
transformation etc. Because thereisalot
of work being done on all those issues.

There are, however, a few exceptions; a
couple of issuesthat we areyet to take up
as fully as we ought to be doing, such as
the study of representations of the future
in our continent (e.g. the whole debate
about the African Union’s Agenda 2063).
At the 14th General Assembly of
CODESRIA —and thescientific conference
of the CODESRIA General Assembly isa,
good barometer for getting a sense of
where the SSH are in Africa, particularly
with regard to issues related to the theme
of the conference — some of the most
highly respected scholars of this con-
tinent argued that the business of social
science is not to engage in what one of
them called ‘star-gazing’; i.e. trying to
predict what the future holds. The best
thing we could do, it was further argued,
isto "historicize the present". Now, these

colleagues for whom we have enormous
respect, obviously do not consider
futures studies as a field in which the
social sciences should venture.

Yet prospective or futures studies is a
wholefield of study that iswell recognised
as alegitimate field of study that is now
well —ingtitutionalised in universitiesin
Europe and North America. But that isa
very under-devel oped field in Africawhe-
retheAfrican Futures|nstitute of UNISA
is among the very few such ingtitutes in
Africa (Al Ahram Strategic Studies Cen-
tre also has afocus on futures).

In this year’s edition of the annual
CODESRIA Governance Institute that
beganin Dakar two days ago, the director,
Abdallah Cisse, who is a lawyer by
training and has been dean of the law
faculty of Gaston Berger University for
many years, isworking hard to introduce
participants to prospective analysis. The
themeis" Cybersecurity, Sovereignty, and
Governance in Africa". His argument is
that in matters related to cybersecurity,
the books and journal articles on those
issues are often outdated by thetime they
are published, because the changes are
extremely rapid. More fundamentally, he
argued, a society that is not capable of
imagining a future for itself is a society
that has no future. Or at best it will have
itsfuture determined for it by others. And
we have many people and institutions
that may or may not be well — meaning
who are offering us‘advice' about how to
understand China'srolein Africa, how to
manage our economies etc.

The time of politics, as Aminata Diaw
Cisse, acolleague of mine often argues, is
not the present but the future, because it
is about anticipating what could happen,
and planning where that is possible. Part
of the problem we have in Africais that
managing emergencies seem to occupy
the best part of the time of our policy
makers. Souleymane Bachir Diagne has
also argued that a prospective approach
and what he calls a "poalitical culture of
time" are indispensable for development
(see Diagne 2005; Diagne 2013 Diagne
2014; and Diagne 2015). Diagne is a
philosopher who has been a member of
the EC of CODESRIA for six years, after
which hebecamethe chair of the scientific
committeefor fiveyears, part of whichtime
Archie Mafgjewasamember of the same
Scientific Committee.



Itishowever important to notethat there

isamajor difference between the Social
sciences and the humanities when it
comes to discourses on, and repre-
sentations of the future. Just one
illustration: inthe early nineties, AmaAta
Aidoo, agreat writer from Ghana, wrotea
story titled " She-Who-Would-Be-King"
that is about aten-year old girl who said
she would like to be the president of her
country when she growsold, but wastold
that the men won't allow that. 50 years
later, her daughter was elected the first
president of the newly formed Confe-
deration of African States — sort of
realization of Nkrumah'sUnited States of
Africa Thisisin2026. Themen, whowere
amazed, said the president of the whole
of Africacannot apresident, it must bea
king. And becauseit isawoman who has
been el ected president of Africa, then she
must be a"She-King" (seeAdam et al.).
Kofi Anyidoho argues in an article on
Ghanaian literature and pan Africanism
that AmaAtaAidoo isamong many other
writers discussing the future.

Thesocial sciencesinAfricaaretherefore
far behind the humanitiesin that regard.

Another areawherethe SSH inAfricaare
also not really engaged isarea studiesin
Africa; i.e. inthe study of other regions—
not "African studies’, but the study of
other regionsof theworld from wherewe
are in Africa: there are extremely few
research centers and institutes in Africa
that speciaizeinthestudy of other regions
of the world. We therefore are not
producing knowledge on or about the
trade and other partners and competitors
of Africa. At aconferenceon China-Africa
relations that CODESRIA in 2011 in
Nairobi, one colleague presented areview
of 900 moreor lessrecent publicationson
China-Africa relations and the review
showed that only 7 per cent of the publi-
cations were produced in Africal This
means that the bulk of the knowledge
informing policies on China-Africa
relations are produced outside of Africa
The situation is changing, but very
slowly, as more Chinese studies centers
and programmes are being established,
andAsian studiesinAfricaare beginning
to get organised (there will be an Asian
Studies in Africa conference in Accrain
September 2015). However, until today,
we have almost seriousno French studies,
British studies, European studies, Ame-
rican studies, or LatinAmericanand Carib-
bean studies centersin Africa(Sall 2013).
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Therefore if, with a few exceptions, we
now are researching and debating almost
all issues, the key question then readlly is
that of the extent to which our work is
driven by conceptual frameworks that
speak to African concerns and to African
agency (the concepts of ‘afrocentricity’
and of ‘ epistemologies of the South’ are
to be examined in respect to these
concerns). Alsoimportant isthe extent to
which our scholarship speaksto theclass
and equity issues.

The notion of epistemol ogies of the South
raises the issue of the transformative
nature of our scholarship, particularly in
the socia sciencesand humanities. What
we have called "Command science" (la
science du commandement; Sall and
Ouedraogo 2012), should not be allowed
to completely side-line the science that
problematizes conventional wisdom or
echoes and amplifies the voices or the
voiceless.

Furthermore, it hasnow become extremely
difficult to differentiate agency literature
from academic literature, both becausethe
big agencies (development banks and
organizations, etc) are producing so much
and effectively disseminating their
production and pushing hard for the
adoption of their perspectives on issues,
but also because they employ scholars
to write many of their reports.

All this underscores the significance of
consultations that led to the adoption of
the Charter for the Humanitiesand Socia
Sciences, and the creation of the NIHSS
that brought us here today.

It isin that regard also that we, in the
SSH, must continue to interrogate the
dominant narratives about Africa: the
negative and the seemingly positive
narratives; right up and including the
narratives about the BRCIS; ‘Africa
awakening’; Africaresurgence (Zeleza's
|atest book); and ‘ economic emergence’
in Africa (18 countries have plans for
economic emergence); and the AfricaWe
Want that the AU is now at the fore front
of, withitsAgenda 2063, and the narrative
framedintermsof theWorld WeWant (title
of the Rio +20 Outcome document).

There are many efforts to reclaim our
history, and our future, and part of that
necessarily involveseffortsto reframethe
narratives about Africa or frame counter
or new narratives.

But we must al so interrogate the counter-
narratives and the alternative narratives,
including the seemingly progressive, or
even revolutionary ones among them.

To conclude, | would liketo say that social
science, dear colleagues, is facing
challenges everywherein theworld. The
World Social Science Reportsof 2010 and
2013 bring this out very clearly. But the
challengeswefacein Africaappear to be
particularly daunting, for three reasons:

i) We are at the receiving end of the
global power relations, including the
power relations in the scholarly
community and in the larger
knowledge production world where
big institutions established to
promote or sustain the global order
also, pose as serious "knowledge
institutions" that ‘only disseminate,
but also get their production and
views adopted. This has a direct
bearing on what goesfor ‘good’ social
science or humanities research and
production, and what gets side-lined.

i) We till have along way to go in our
effortstolook at theworld fromwhere
we are, given the great influence that
external factors still play in our
scholarship (Mudimbe; Zeleza).

i) Very few of our policy makersareredly
convinced that the SSH are of vita
importance, and that it isimportant to
provide adequate resources for them.
The fascination for the STEM isjust
too high. In Senegal, a national
dialogue on the future of HE in the
country, led by a great African
philosopher, one of our greatest,
recommended to the government to
prioritise the STEM as the best way
of ensuring that Senegal becomes an
emerging power in 25 or soyears. One
reason for doing that, it was argued,
isthe fact that student enrolmentsin
the SSH arefar bigger than enrolments
in the STEM. But aso because the
STEM are seen asthekey to solutions
to unemployment, and under-
development. Yet eveninthe USA, a
report of the American Academy of
Social Sciencesand Humanitiestitled
The Heart of the Matter released in
2013 argued very strongly that if the
USwantsto preserveitsdominant role
in world affairs it must invest in the
humanities and social sciences.

There are, however, great opportunities
aswell. Asnoted in WSSR 2013 on global
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environmental change, we live in a new
age: the age of the Anthropocene, onein
which the human factor is more
determining than ever. Which meansthat
the socia sciences and humanities are
morerelevant than ever, and that relevance
is now more and more acknowledged. If
climate change was provoked by human
beings more than anything else, then
obviously human beings must be at the
source of the solutions to it. This points
to theimportance of the SSH.

Inreality, the humanitiesare entering into
new areas and fields, which hasled tothe
construction of new sub-fields of study
such asthe * medical humanities’ and ‘ di-
gital humanities'. The range of discipli-
nesrepresented hereisagood illustration
of the expansion of thefields covered by
the SSH.
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This makes the case for multi-disci-
plinarity, inter-disciplinarity, and trans-
disciplinarity even moreimportant.

TheSSH, the WSSR 2013 concludes, must
therefore be bolder, and better.

That isaconclusion that we must takefor
ourselvesin Africa. Asyou work on your
doctoral dissertations, you must say to
yourselves that the ground-breaking
theorieswill comefromyou. After al, that
iswhat every PhD thesis should be about:
bringing something new from atheoretica
or other point of view. Theory building is
where we are probably weakest, but it is
wherewe must make great advances, and
you have opportunities for making
important theoretical contributions.

Remember, research in the SSH isnot so
much about inventing formulae for
resolving this, or that problem—which
does not mean that we should not try to
find answers and solutions to our
perennia problems of development etc. —
it is, as Mahmood Mamdani rightly
argued, about asking the good questions,
i.e. about how wethink!

And that is what made all the great
scholars great.

| thank you for your attention, and | wish
youwell!

Reference

Zeleza, PT., 2002, "African Universities and
Globalisation" http://agi.ac.zalsites/agi.ac.zal
files/fa_1_feature_ article_3.pdf

Black Pain Matters: Down with Rhodes

This isabrief but detailed account
of the Rhodes Must Fall student
campaign that unleashed the
clamour for transformation in higher
education, which hasrocked universities
across South AfricasinceApril 2015. Itis
an excerpt of amuch longer account titled:
"Sir Cecil John Rhodes: The
makwer ekwere with aMissionary Zea ."
Theexcerpted sectionsare: (a) Black Pain
Matters: Down with Rhodes; (b) Not
Every Black isBlack Enough; and (¢) UCT
FiresonAll Cylinders.

Black Pain Matters: Down with
Rhodes

The Demand for Rhodes' statue to be
moved or removed from the University of
Cape Town campus may havetaken many
by surprise, but the statue's incon-
venience as a blot on the intellectual
landscape of UCT had been noted and
expressed in the past, since the years of
theArchieMafgeAffair, evenif itsremova
was never formally requested before. The
RMF protest started on Monday, 9 March
2015 onthe Upper Campusof UCT?, while
theVC, Dr Max Price, wasaway in Dakar,
Senegal, attending the African Higher
Education Summit.2 In her capacity asthe
actingV C, Deputy Vice-Chancdlor (DVC)
Sandra Klopper issued a statement con-
firming the protest action. She condemned
in the strongest terms as "unacceptabl e
and "reprehensible” the actions of "An

FrancisB. Nyamnjoh
University of Cape Town

individual among the protesters [who]
threw excrement at the statue of Cecil
John Rhodes."She concluded her
statement with the reiteration: "UCT
endorses freedom of expression. We
encourage open debate, asall universities
should do, and urge our students and
staff to participate in discussions that
contribute to responsible action."?

The "individual" who threw a bucket of
human excrement at Cecil John Rhodes
statue was not quite acting as an
individual . Apart from that some students
reportedly followed his example by
throwing urine and pig manure at the
statue, whileotherscovered it with awhite
cloth, "as if to hide the imperia stain,"*
Chumani Maxwele, the "individual"
referred to by theacting VC, saw himself
asacting on behalf of agroup of students
who saw themselves as products of a
history and a sociology of collective
debasement, violation and victimisation
by outsiderswho cameclaiming the status
of superior beingsand bearers of superior
values. He argued that black students
would not want to study in a university
suffocating with relics of colonid plunder,

including having to graduate in a hall
named after the imperialist, Leander
Jameson, over twenty years into a
democratisation process that should
already have proven itself by darkening
some of the landscape with images and
representations (of ideas and ideals,
heroes and heroines — dead or alive,
individual or collective) that black
students could relate to.5 The students
had had enough of repeated claims that
transformation cannot happen overnight,
as if the institution were some sort of
science fiction where a night is longer
than twenty-oneyears. Maxwelewasthat
"individual" who refused to be treated
simply as an individual. A black South
African politics student at UCT who was
no stranger to protests, Maxwele,
regarded as a most inconvenient youth
inmany aconservativecircle, saw himsalf
asaspokesperson for anintellectually and
emotionally wounded black community of
students, and by extension the rest of
black South Africanswho wereyet to feel
and feed on the purported fruits of
liberation. Whether or not the anger and
frustration and demand for which he
served as vehicle was "the result of an
inculcated sense of entitlement born of
expectation,"® Maxwele and his fellow
student protesters were determined to
maketheir long silence heard. AsKuseni
Dlamini capturesit, the "protests reflect
South Africa’s unfinished business,"



reminding South Africans of "the burden
of our history that could not be wished
away with the ushering in of the new
constitution which guarantees everyone
freedom and equality," and "tell us that
fundamental freedomswithout inclusion
and benefit from the economy and society
areinsufficient to guarantee all citizensa
feeling of belonging and empowerment™”.
Maxwel ewasacting on behalf of the black
majority described by Greg Nicolson as
still havingamost raw deal over 20 years
into the new South Africawhen hewrites
that statues such as Rhodes and Paul
Kruger are only "a symbol of all that
remainsto bedone, of red transformation”:

We still operate on the unequal and
bigoted socio-economic conditions
generally talked about in the past
tense. In schools, universities and
workplaces black people still face
hurdles that white people don’t and
many whites refuse to adjust their
perceptions of race to put them-
selves on an equal footing. Despite
hundreds of years of oppression
against blacks, whites often see
affirmative action initia-tives as an
injustice, even though the large
majority of black people still face
systemic challenges just trying to
work towards a sustainable and
dignified life.

Over 20 years into democracy, after
hundreds of years of brutality, things
haven't changed fast enough. The
[African National Congress] ANC
could have done better, clearly, but
spaces described as the avenues to
opportunity, universities and pro-
fessional workplaces, remain white,
exclusive, often only tole-rating a
rainbow-nation-trickle of blacks who
face extra hurdles. If they fail, their
performance reflects a race. If they
succeed, well, what an exception!

[...]

While almost everyone seems to
want change, they want it without
fuss, without shaking the status quo.
They want to open a conversation
(maybe an inquiry?) within the
current system while their symbols
of being remain untouched. But that
leads to stasis, as it has, with the
idea of transformation dropped into
white noise.®

Maxwele and his fellow protesters
recoghised theimportance of symbolsas
"vessels of identity and knowledge of the
collective and its power," and as a thing
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that "emotionally ties usto who we think
weare, wherewe' vecomefrom, and what
we represent."® In his repeated
interventions on the apparently
disgusting gesture, Maxwele reiterated
that pouring excrement on the statue
honouring Sir Cecil John Rhodes, the
British colonial mining magnate and
segregationist who died 113 years ago
was intended as a metaphor "to explain
our collective black pain," and express
"our collectivedisgust"° at theresilience
of colonia education and symbols and
institutional racism at UCT and the
country at large. He had acted for those
perplexed by the fact that, more than
twenty years after the alleged end of
apartheid, so little transformation had
taken place in a university that claimed
post-apartheid credentials and loved to
portray itself as Africa’s premier
universityl. Indeed, the situation had
remained the same'? — some would say it
had worsened — since Mahmood
Mamdani’sexperience of theingtitution’s
(1996-1999) lack of an Africa-focused
intelligentsia and hostility to Africa-
focused thought (Mamdani 1998a& b),
captured in the following words:

At the University of Cape Town, |
witnessed a university adminis-
tration that paid lip service to
‘transformation’ but was so terrified
of losing control of the process of
change that it came to see any inno-
vative idea as a threat to its position
and power (Mamdani 2007: xiii).
Siona O’ Connell, a lecturer at the
Michaelis School of Fine Art at UCT,
expects management to take transfor-
mation beyond "renaming campus roads
and commissioning memorials of slave
burial sites on UCT property."*® Writing
in September 2014, O’ Connell arguesthat
asacampusat oddswith itself, UCT is:

[...] trying to make sense of a
multicoloured landscape with a
dogged determination using the
tools, frames and languages of the
past. It is a university that has been
home to many messy affairs of parti-
cularly darker shades, including the
Mafeje affair of 1968, the Mamdani
affair of 1998 and the Centre for
African Studies affair of 2011. One
can't help but see a pattern that
draws attention to the inability of
this university to transform itself as
an institution that values all its
various publics in a contemporary

South African moment that demands
aradically new way of thinking if we
are to escape a repeat of the likes of
Marikana.*
According to Martin Hall -who waswith
the Department of Archaeology when
Mamdani wasat UCT and who responded
in defence of the institution to one of
Mamdani’s critiques of UCT turning
African Studiesinto anew homefor Bantu
Education (Hall 1998) —, "Mr Maxwele's
protest has electrified longstanding
resentments about the waysin which the
past isremembered and celebrated. [ ....]
Wearing abrightly coloured safety helmet
and two placards — "Exhibit White
Arrogance UCT" and "Exhibit Black
Assimilation UCT" —Mr Maxweleemptied
his bucket in front of the press, who had
been tipped off to attend." Quoting
Nelson Mandela, Hall observesthat itis
hardly surprising, that South African
museums and national monuments should
be seen as alien spaces when they have
excluded and marginalised most of South
Africans. It was Mandela's hope that
democracy would afford South Africans
"the opportunity to ensure that our
institutions reflect history in a way that
respectsthe heritage of all our citizens'.

If one insists that Maxwele was an indi-
vidual in his action, he was no ordinary
individual. His individuality had been
crushed by a history of repressive
encounters with the violence of domi-
nance which Rhodes and UCT had come
toincarnate. Theviolence of colonialism
and apartheid had denied him the luxury
of fulfilling his ambitions as an indi-
vidual. He belonged to that amorphous,
homogenous and voiceless darkness
whose purportedly primitive savagery
offered a perfect license for others to
penetrate and enlighten their circum-
stance with the benevolence of civilised
savagery. Such ambitions of dominance
did not allow him or any other black man
or woman to aspire to be an individual —
at least, not ontheir own terms. How then
could he be anything but a collective? If
the term individual had to be applied in
his regard at all costs, he was more of a
composite individual, whose agency,
whatever it was, could not rise and shine
because others insisted he did not
deservethe status of ahuman being even,
regardless of what he thought of himself
or what helooked like. Whatever he was
or wasn't, isor isn't, isaptly captured by



thetitle of Bloke Modisane’ sbook: Blame
Meon History (Modisane1986 [1963]).

Itisthushardly surprising that Maxwele's
views were shared by a "collective of
students and staff working to purge the
oppressive remnants of apartheid in
pursuit of a truly African university."
Reference to collective black pain and
collective disgust was not to deny
individual agency and diversity among
black South Africans. Rather, it was
intended as a strategic essentialism (in
the struggle for equality, restitution or
reparation) in the same spirit that
essentialismswere strategically deployed
inthe colonia and apartheid pasts by the
imperial and settler white minority as a
technology of exploitation,
dispossession, debasement and
domination. In many regards, for black
South Africans to recognise their own
pain, is to have come of age. Under
apartheid, survival depended precisely on
not dwelling on such pain that fed the
repressive machinery of theviolent regime
and those it benefitted. In the following
passage, Modisane gives us insight into
how many a black South African coped
with such mass produced and zeal ously
disseminated pain under apartheid:

| have no use for human feelings, |
stripped myself of them that day |
looked upon the battered remains of
the man who was my father; |
pushed down the pain, forced it
down, refused to cry and never cried
since; every pain, every hurt, every
insult | pushed down and held down
like vomit; | have graduated bloody
well, | cannot feel anything, | have
no emotional responses, | am
incapable of being humiliated, | have
long ceased to experience the
sensation of feeling a hurt. | am a
corpse. (Modisane 1986 [1963]: 77)

For blacksto actually own up to pain on
bodies as monuments of centuries of
torture!” the way Maxwele speaks about
can only be explained by the likelihood
that they must have invested much hope
and aspiration in the declaration that
apartheid had cometo an end and that its
victims could now dream about
reactivating their humanity. To feel pain
isto have hope, and to believethat human
agency canresult in creativeinnovations.
Yet, if such hopeisrepeatedly frustrated
even as freedom is celebrated, one is
entitled to pinch onesalf every now and
again with the question: "Areyou free or
are you dumb?' in the manner of the
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Vodacom advert, Nightshift. Thisis how
Achille Mbembe understandsthe current
urgency and impatience in clamours for
decolonisation by the RMF and related
movements, spearheaded by the eruption
of rights-claiming and rights-denying
wounded bodies, piling up, swearing and
cursing, speaking with excrementsandin
allegories and analogies, asking to be
heard. Thus to Mbembe, what we are
hearing from the protesting students "is
that there have not been enough
meaningful, decisive, radical change, not
only in terms of the life chances of the
black poor, but —and thisisthe novelty —
in terms of the future prospects of the
black middle class." The students are
impatient that, over twenty yearsinto the
so-called free and new dispensation,
South Africansareyet to disrupt "enough
the structures that maintain and
reproduce ‘white power and
supremacy’," and that ensure that the
majority mostly black South Africans
continueto be"trappedina‘badlife’ that
keepswearing them out and down." They
are revolting against the terms of
engagement dictated to them, terms that
have only compounded their predicament.
The students are screaming in no
uncertain termstheir dissatisfaction with
the lacklustre manner in which those in
charge have gone about the business of
transforming a skewed, racialized South
Africa into an inclusive, egalitarian
country.®® To Mbembe, the anger and
impatience of South African youth should
be read as an accusation that those
charged with transformation:

[...] have not radically overturned
the particular sets of interests that
are produced and reproduced
through white privilege in institu-
tions of public and private life — in
law firms, in financial institutions
such as banking and insurance, in
advertising and industry, in terms of
land redistribution, in media, univer-
sities, languages and culture in
general.

‘Whiteness,” ‘white power,” ‘white
supremacy,” ‘white monopoly capi-
tal’ isfirmly back on the political and
cultural agenda and to be white in
South Africa now is to face a new-
old kind of trial although with new
judges — the so-called ‘born-free’ .2°
Sir Cecil John Rhodes' statue was attac-
ked asasymbol of "Eurocentric, narrow-
minded racism," and asaway of drawing
atention to the unfinished and someti-

mes un-started business of transforma-
tion beyond symbols. Jonathan Jansen,
V C of the University of the Free Statere-
cognised this when he acknowledged in
anewspaper column that the protestsare
about a deeper transformation of univer-
sities — including the complexion of the
professoriate — that remains largely un-
changed, twenty-one years after the al-
leged end of apartheid.?® Singling out the
English speaking universities, Jansen ela
borates:

"The three English universities in
upheaval — Rhodes, UCT and Wits
— struggle with second-order chal-
lenges of transformation. Having
enabled access to black students
over the years — aso not without a
struggle, despite their liberal
pretences — the students now rightly
demand greater recognition through
who teaches them, what is taught,
how the past is remembered (sym-
bols such as statues, for example)
and how they are made to feel
(institutional culture) at universities
where they still roam around campus
like visitors. This is the heart of
transformation, and these universi-
tiesare only now beginning to realise
what anger simmered below the
epidermis of the superficial polit-
eness of English culture, and boiled
over with #RhodesMustFall."#

Adam Habib, VC of University of
Witwatersrand agrees:

The Rhodes statue was simply a trigger
point for a broader unhappiness about
race, racism, and marginalisation at the
University. The universities, particularly
the historically white ones, have been
immersed in abubble. They assumed that
their intellectual atmosphere and their
middle class constituencies protected
them from asocia explosion around race.
But this was not to be because there is
legitimacy to the criticismsof the students.
How can there not be when there are
universities 20 years after our democracy
that still have morethan two thirdsof their
students white? How can there not be
unhappiness when there are universities
that are organised around racialised
federal principles, which when an
incoming vice-chancellor triesto change,
he becomes subject to attack by external
right wing organisations including
AfriForum and Solidarity? How can these
students not feel offended when evenin
themoreliberal and historically English
speaking universitieslike UCT and Wits,



thecurriculumisnot sufficiently reflective
of our history or speaksto our historical
circumstances.??

In an open letter on the website of UCT
posted 19 March 2015, several students
wrote that removing the statue would
"end the unreflective public glorification
of Rhodes at the expense of thelegitimate
feelings of those the statue offends on a
daily basis."% Gillian Schutte? criticises
the tendency by the privileged class to
react with "shock and outrage," "decry
the animalistic behaviour of the filthy-
bodied, filthy-mouthed, uneducated
poor," and criminalise the desperation of
the protesting black majority, instead of
opening up to understand and address
the very conditions of hardship and
inequality that have caused the protests,
however outrageous. Itisal too common,
sheargues, for the lite of thisprivileged
classto "useditist theory to delegitimise
theintellectual premise for black protest
in supercilious articles brimming with
white supremacy masquerading as
academic thought." She labels as "top-
down" and "infantile" reactionsthat seek
"to criminalise black struggle and to
silenceblack rage," and condemnsthe deft
insistence by the privileged classon their
own meanings and values when black
people, suffocated by excessive
repression resort to poo protests. % On
the use of human faeces by historically
repressed blacks to make their point to
the economically and politically powerful,
Gillian Schuttewrites:

At atime in our history where the
collectiveisbrutally suppressed and black
anger is presented on mainstream media
asthe ultimate violence, themarginalised
masses find new and inventive ways to
maketheir grievances heard.

If this means spewing the human
waste which they are forced to live
in into the sanitised public spaces
of the well-heeled, then we should
applaud their bravery and inven-
tiveness.

In a neo-colonia world order where
democracy and human rights for the
rich means ‘ shoot to kill’ for the poor,
it stands to reason that protest
becomes a desperate cry for the re-
cognition of the collective and
individual humanity of the
disenfranchised.

Like it or not, defecation is the most
visceral and inevitable aspect of
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being human no matter what your
class, race or gender.

By importing the unfettered faeces
of the poor collective, who live with
dismally inadequate sanitation, into
the deodorised spaces of those who
are able to flush their own faeces
away in toilets, they are successfully
exposing the extreme and dehu-
manising cruelty of a capitalist
system which privileges some and
entirely deprivileges others. 2

Xolela Mangcu, an Associate Professor
in the Department of Sociology at UCT,
has been at the forefront of the call for
the injection of a significant number of
black South African academicsinto UCT
and other universities in post-apartheid
South Africa?’. At the University Assem-
bly to discuss the Rhodes Statue and
Transformation at UCT he told the VC:
"Max, | finditracialy offensivethat whe-
never the issue of black professors co-
mes up and you are asked about it, the
issue of standards must comein."? Nhla-
po® and many others have subsequently
based their arguments on statistics pro-
vided by Mangcu. At UCT where by 2013
there were only 48 black South African
academicsout of atotal of 1,405—thatis
3 percent, and not a single black South
Africanwoman full professor —, black stu-
dentsand staff are expected to bear insti-
tutional racism with astiff upper lip, and
to be subservient to the call of an intel-
lectual tradition and logic of practice stee-
ped in colonial symbolism and the
celebration of primitive savagery as an
essence of being black and African. Ina
country where only 4 per cent — 194 out
of 4000 — of the professors by 20 July
2014 were black South Africans®, it is
hardly surprising that "One hundred and
fifty years of Black intellectual thought
remains outside the social theory curri-
culum in South Africa."*! Mimicry and
hypocrisy are central to the game of kee-
ping up appearancesin order to be remo-
tely visible as ablack member of staff or
as a black student. White privilege and
arrogance reward with token inclusion
thosewho are ableto disciplinetheir true
feelings and embrace what they are fed
without question. As Amina Mama, for-
mer Head of theAfricaGender Institute at
UCT, argued during a meeting with the
"RMFwriting and education sub-commit-
tees," given that most vehicles for scho-
larly communication in South Africaand
globally continue to be owned and con-
trolled by whites, it becomes very diffi-

cult for writing that challenges colonial
thinking and models to be tolerated and
madevisible. Thispredicament wasreite-
rated by 15 RMF students when the Jo-
hannesburg Workshop in Theory and
Criticism housed by the Institute for So-
cial and Economic Research (WISER) at
the University of Witwatersrand madethe
pages of its Salon available to them®.
Gamedze and Gamedzetitled their intro-
duction to Volume 9 of the publication
"Salonfor What?' andinit arguethat "to
bearadica Africanintellectua istochal-
lenge, on fundamentally personal, insti-
tutional and societal levels," the"form of
alienation that colonial education encou-
rages," and that it is somehow ironic for
the RMF students to have to resort to a
publication named "Salon" to express
themselves. That notwithstanding, it is
important that they are ableto writewhat
they want to write, the way they want:

We write to assert our humanity as
Black people, and to assert that,
while the imagination that stems
from this unrecognised, in-between
condition is indeed flashy, exciting,
‘avant-garde’ (in its un-investigated-
ness) our humanity is at itsroot. [...]
we [must] continue to write, and
while we must navigate the inevi-
table ‘Salon’ of western knowledge
structures, we are aware that we are
writing in ways that these knowledge
structures have not prescribed.®

We just have a feeling that there is
something about writing that allows
us to subvert the structures that
have oppressed us and continue to
do so, and while this space of writing
is contested, we are armed to enter
this contest in ways that cannot and
do not occur to our oppressors. We
write different, and so we fedl that
writing is important. It is important
to write ourselves, to write our own
story. We know that many, who are
not us, have BEEN writing about us
and have painted us in many
different ways, of which none are
creative nor imaginative enough. We
are here to represent ourselves and
share our thoughts on our situation
and on what we are up against. We
are thinking about how we might
create something new: how we might
pursue writing in a way that repre-
sents and humanises us as energetic
and hurt bodies.®

Transformation can only happen, Shose
Kessi argues, if black academics and



students can unapologetically fore-
ground black pain asalegitimate concern:

The idea of logical reasoned
argument outside of affect is
nonsensical and serves to legitimise
the idea that intellectual projects and
academic freedom exist outside of
historical structural analyses. It
serves as a smokescreen that
invisibilises whiteness or white
feelings. | cannot count the number
of times | have been in classrooms,
meetings, and committees where the
feelings of white students and staff
dominate the space in suffocating
ways that exclude and silence —
under the guise of ‘logical reasoned
argument’. The burden of black
academics in these spaces is often
one of appeasing and negotiation
for fear of being dismissed and
labelled as irrational, at best, or, at
worgt, for fear of the white backlash
that typically spiras out of control.
Black pain and anger is pathologised
and condemned whereas white
people’s anger is cajoled, under-
stood, and considered rational .*

According to Panashe Chigumadzi, the
founder and editor of Vanguard Magazine,
being what is generally referred to in
South Africa as a coconut is no reason
for one to be blind to, ignore or dismiss
the reality of racism. Drawing on her
personal experience, sheexplains:

At the age of six | had already begun
the dance that many black people in
South Africa know too well, with our
names just one of the many important
sites of struggle as we manoeuvre
in spaces that do not truly accom-
modate our blackness. | had already
taken my first steps on the road to
becoming a fully-fledged coconut,
that particular category of ‘born free’
black youth hailed as torchbearers
for Nelson Mandela’s ‘rainbow
nation’ after the fall of apartheid; the
same category of black youth that
are now part of the forefront of new
student movements calling for
statues of coloniser Cecil John
Rhodes to fall, and for the deco-
lonisation of the post-apartheid
socio-economic order.

We all know what a coconut is, don’t
we? It's a person who is ‘black on
the outside’ but ‘white on the
inside’. This term came into popular
South African usage in apartheid’'s
dying days as black children entered
formerly white schools. At best,
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coconuts can be seen as ‘non-
white’. At worst, they’'re ‘Uncle
Toms' or ‘agents of whiteness'.

I’ve chosen to appropriate the term
and self-identify as a coconut
because | believe it offers an oppor-
tunity for refusal. It'san act of proble-
matising myself —and others—within
the landscape of South Africa as
part of the black middle class that is
supposed to be the buffer against
more ‘radical elements’.

Instead of becoming the trusted
mediators between black and white,
we are now turning to conceptions
of blackness and mobilising anger
at the very concept of the rainbow
nation. The fantasy of a colour-blind,
post-racial South Africa has been
projected onto us coconuts, but our
lived experiences are far from free of
racism.®

Regardless of the blackness one targets,
global or local, national or pan-African,
to quibble about the reference to black
painistowant to erase ahistory inwhich
blackswere defined and confined through
particular encountersasacollectivity and
not simply as individuals by their colo-
nisersarmed with ambitions of dominance
that were sometimes veiled or disguised
by claims of mission civilisatrice and
continue to be rationalised by the nebu-
lousness of claims to modernisation,
development and globalisation. However
loud the silence of some in their apathy
to black pain may be, to proclaim thisin
publicisto deny that universalisms, if not
arbitrarily imposed, are always negotiated
and navigated through the encounters of
particularisms. Common denominators
come not from hiding the personal but
from taking personal experiences to the
emotive public distilleries of contextually
relevant forms of rationality. In the case
of South Africa, to quibble about black
painisalsotoforceblack South Africans
toliveapost-apartheid liethat the playing
field has been levelled and race and the
benefits it accords and denies are no
longer important, even as no concerted
effort hasbeen made, inreal terms, toright
past wrongs.*

As a numerical magjority, black South
Africansare miffed by their incapacity to
assert themselvesin the age of freedom®,
They areimpatient and flabbergasted that
whiteness continues to be such a power-
ful force and to imposeits vocabulary of
provocation and victimhood on blacks
despite political independence. Of the

multiple pains blacks succeeded in
freezing under apartheid, post-apartheid
South Africaseemsto have mitigated little
more than the pain of political disen-
franchisement. It hasreawakened material
desires and aspirations that had been
numbed & la Bloke Modisanewhoiscited
above describing numbing as a surviva
strategy in the days when freedom was
an extravagant illusion. Littlewonder that
the language of black pain now
proliferates, especially among thosewho
feel they have invested effort enough at
schooling themselves in the values
enshrined by the whiteness that has
dominated them body, mind and soul for
solong. What useisit to betermed middle
classin post-apartheid South Africaonly
to be differentiated as "black" in that
middle-classness because one, however
corrupt in one's capacity to accumulate
in a hurry, can hardly measure up to the
traditional middle class (white remains
firmly white) because of decades (if not
centuries) of accumulation and the
passing down of wealth through suc-
cessive generations of the family? And
how can ablack South African born post
1994 celebrate the generic category of a
born-free when he or she cannot freely
compete with their white counterpart
because of persistent material and struc-
tural inequalities? According to asurvey
of born-frees con-ducted in the course of
the Rhodes Must Fall campaign, many
born-frees declared they were likely to
resort to violent protests because of the
persistence of inequalitiesin the country.

According to the report, "unemploy-
ment rates are higher among younger
people, women and Africans.” On
the expanded defi-nition of unem-
ployment, the rate among African
males aged 15 to 24 years is 67%
compared with 75% of African
females.

Violent protests in SA have almost
doubled in the last three years and it
is suspected that the economically
disenfranchised youth may play a
huge part in it.

Born frees are also receiving poor
quality education, said the report,
with literacy and numeracy scores
in Grade 3 in this group barely above
50%. This has a mgjor ripple effect
later on as only 51% of matric
candidates pass their final school-
leaving exam.

The report found that "people aged
14 to 25 years old account for 29%
of the country’s prison population.”



To speak of collective black pain and
collective black disgust isto demonstrate
that oneisnot duped by hollow claims of
acommon humanity and equality for all
and sundry in aworld structured by and
around interconnecting global and local
hierarchiesinformed by considerationsor
categories such as race, place, class,
culture, gender and generation.

Bearing thisin mind, one can understand
how and why Rhodes' statue along with
an untransformed UCT was seen by the
protesting studentsasachilling reminder
of ahistory steeped in blood and ruthless
indifference to the humanity of black
South Africans. To Maxwele, his
generation of black South African
students is ready to succeed where its
parentsfailedin tackling white power and
privilege until satisfactory concessions
are made. If a letter addressed to the
Chairperson of UCT Council, Archbishop
Njongonkulu Ndungane, by another
student Rekgotsofetse‘ Kgotsi’ Chikane®,
who describeshimself as"A student who
wants transformation he can see," is
anything to go by, Maxwele's dramatic
"poo” intervention was meant as shock
treatment for an institution that has
systematically resisted transformation.
Theletter beginswith aseries of what the
author terms plaguing questions,
amongst which arethefollowing:

Why must it be that a student at the
University of Cape Town (UCT) is
pushed to the point of having to
throw faecal matter over the statue
of Cecil John Rhodes in order to
have a conversation about transfor-
mation at UCT?How isit that we are
now at this point?

Chikaneisfrustrated by:

[...] the fact that there is no plan for
real transformation on campus.
Transformation that | can see.
Honest transformation. Transfor-
mation that means something.

Chikaneisworried by the "disconcerting”
silence of the chair of UCT Council, a
black South African like himself and aman
of God, over the"indtitutionalised racism"
that continues to stand in the way of
transformation at UCT. To the author
neither theVVC nor the UCT Senatecan be
trusted to lead the process of "meaningful
transformation” intheinstitution. Tohim,
the discussion around the transformation
of curriculaand racerelations"islargely
ignored or recklessly diluted by thosein
decision-making positions." Policies
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purportedly aimed at bringing about racia
transformation are yet to yield tangible
outputs and to have ameaningful impact.
UCT has not only failed to transform, it
has achieved littlein opening itself up to
represent black South African aspirations
in any significant way. Chikane describes
as"weak" theV C’srepeated defence that
the university cannot attract quality black
South African academics because it
cannot afford to offer competitive salaries
to entice young black graduates to
continue studying. The university is
seriously in need of theinjection of black
academics and African perspectives to
disabuse itself of the reputation among
students of "being a European university
stuck at the bottom of Africa." The
"systemic" and "subliminal" form of
institutionalised racism at UCT is, in his
estimation, worse than that in any other
university in South Africa. Chikane
elaborates:

It is the form of racism that makes
you ignorant about your subju-
gation because you are never
challenged to seriously engage on
critical matters. It'stheform of racism
that allows those who enter UCT
from a position of privilege to never
have to question their privilege. The
privilege of being able to walk past a
statue of Saartjie Baartman in the
library and have no idea that smply
placing her on display, with no
justification, isan insult to her legacy
and painfully offensive to many
students.

Like his fellow students, Chikane was
totally frustrated with the excesses of the
conquering amakwer ekwer e represented
by Cecil John Rhodes, a statue of whom
was implanted in mocking imperial
defiance high on the campus of the
university, enjoying a magnificent view
of the city and contemplating outer space.
By smearing Rhodes’ statue with
excrement and covering it with garbage
bags and signs of protest, the students
were screaming their revulsion with the
callous indifference that university
authorities had repeatedly displayed vis-
avistheir plightinaninstitutioninwhich
they felt like perfect strangers or
amakwer ekwere. The statue of Rhodes,
erected to celebrate an oppressor and
imperialist who was able to buy hisway
into prominence with land and wealth he
acquired through dispossession of their
forefathers and foremothers, was a
symbol of oppression and white privilege

—animpediment toreal transformation. It
was neither here nor there that some of
the students protesting had benefited
from funding by the Rhodes estate, or that
the university was built upon land that
wasbegueathed toitin Rhodes will. They
were sick and tired of the arrogance of
amakwer ekwere like Rhodes who had
turned the bona fide sons and daughters
of South Africaand earlier generations of
migrants into beggars and strangers in
their own land. Instead of opening up to
theideaof atruly inclusive and reconciled
post-apartheid South Africain the spirit
of the "rainbow nation" propagated by
the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion, the white establishment, in the
estimation of the protesting black
students, had clung to their privilegesin
a business as usua sort of way, while
paying lip servicetotransformation . The
outcome has been, as Trevor Noah puts
it in one of hiscomedy sketches: "We[in
South Africa) used to be the ‘rainbow
nation’; now the colours are going their
own way" 42,

Anthony Butler® believes that by
"speaking out frankly about the
shortcomings of UCT’s transformation
strategy,” black students were demon-
strating "why they are better placed than
their lecturers to understand their own
experiences of being black." They were
also offering their fellow undergraduate
white students the opportunity to
introspect and contemplate on their often
takenfor granted privileges. Not just their
"affluent suburban backgrounds, well-
resourced schools, and the societal
dominance of their homelanguages," but
also, and perhaps more importantly, the:

[...] less obvious aspects of their
advantage: an expectation that when
they underperform it will not be
attributed to their race; a capacity to
succeed that is not attributed by
others to affirmative action; a happy
expectation that potential employers
will assume they are competent
because of their skin colour; and an
ease in negotiating the legacies of
colonialism and white domination.*
The protest spread as more and more stu-
dents joined, and politicians, the media
(both conventional and social) became
part of the fray. In a statement issued by
Gwede Mantashe, ANC Secretary Gene-
ral, theANC National Executive Commit-
tee (NEC) "unequivocally" expressed
support for the protesting "students in



their determined demandsfor transforma-
tion at universities across the country."
NEC declared: "We appreciate that sta-
tuesare mere symbolsof our racist histo-
ry and believe that the transformation
needed must be concerned with entren-
ching fundamental and far-reaching struc-
tural, systematic and cultural change;
reflective of the aspirations and realities
of our democratic and non-racial order."
Twenty yearsinto democracy have made
transformation anon-negotiable matter of
urgency.® Higher Education and Training
Minister Blade Nzimande, for example,
vowed to turn 2015 into ayear in which
he would "uncompromisingly" push for
the transformation of the country’s uni-
versities, adding: "There remains an ur-
gent need to radically change the
demographicsof our professoriate; trans-
form the curriculums and research agen-
das; cultivate greater awareness of Africa;
diminateracism, ssxismanddl other forms
of unjust discrimination; improve acade-
mic success rates and expand student
support."# Speaking in her capacity as
shadow Minister of Higher Education for
the DemocraticAlliance, aswell asformer
DVC for University of Witwatersrand,
BelindaBozzoli admitsthat South Africa
still has along way to go in eradicating
racism, and that "Proper reconciliation
hasn’t been truly achieved yet." To her,
"Reconciliatory ideas vanished from po-
liticswith Nelson Mandela's death," and
the purported lack of no money for new
academic posts in South Africa would
make it difficult for universities to open
up any time soon to theinclusion of more
black South African academic staff.*
Mbuyiseni Ndlozi, spokesperson for the
Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) called
for the reconstruction of public monu-
ments in non-oppressive ways, adding
that the party would continue to "agita-
te" and provide "ideological perspective"
on theremoval of colonial and apartheid
era statues and monuments. Inspired by
the RMF protest, astatue of Paul Kruger
wasallegedly defaced by membersof the
EFF in Tshwane, and amemorial statuein
Uitenhage Market Square in the Eastern
Cape was reportedly set alight by mem-
bers of the EFF. The student protests had
given the party’s campaign to remove
colonial and apartheid statues and mo-
numents added impetus. It wasonly logi-
cal, Ndlozi argued, that with the end of
apartheid, public spacesconfiguredinthe
image of therepressiveforcesof the apar-
theid era be reconfigured to reflect the
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dreams and aspirations of the new South
Africa.®® Anglican Archbishop Thabo
Makgoba of Cape Town was of the opi-
nion that: "The campaign against sym-
bols of the injustice of our past, along
with service delivery protests and public
outrage over corruption, reflect the anger
of South Africans at the inequalities that
continue to plague us." He called on all
and sundry to "harness the energy being
poured into protest into rigorous sel f-exa-
mination and action to expand the cur-
rent campaigns into a creative,
society-wide drive for rea transforma-
tion."

The demonstrators mounted a "Rhodes
Must Fal" campaign on Facebook and
related social media, along with aTwitter
account: #RhodesMustFall.®® The
"Rhodes Must Fall" Facebook page —
which described itself as "a collective
student, staff and worker movement
mobilising for direct action against the
institutional racism of UCT"*! attracted
sympathy posts from far and wide
including from student movements in
universitiesacrosstheworld.5? It must be
added though, as some of the students at
the University Assembly made evident
from some of the derogatory posts they
read out — posts referring to blacks as
monkeys, pigs, primitive savages and
morons because "you can take them out
of the bush but you can’t take the bush
out of them™" —and filled with acatalogue
of other negativities —, that not al the
Facebook posts were supportive®s,
Transformation became the catchword,
catchall and catchon about the unfinished
businessof recdibration of the hierarchies
of humanity that had informed relations,
privilege and poverty in apartheid South
Africa. Inthisway, the Rhodes statue was
merely an entry point for a series of
demands seeking recognition and
representation for those who felt hard
done by the privileges of the white
amakwer ekwer e that presided over their
destinies, diminishing the self-esteem and
sense of identity of especially black
students and academics who felt they
deserved better especially within a new
and purportedly free South Africa. It is
thus significant that many white students
initially drawn to the protest persuaded
by the general outcry infavour of mental
decolonisation and transformation of
curricula and relations within the
institution, and theremoval of the stature
of Rhodes as a symbolic gesture, soon

found themselves being madeto feel that
they were weeping more than the owner
of the corpse. For those of them who
sought to become more involved, they
were made to understand that their role
was strictly limited to one of solidarity
and support in astrugglethat wasclearly
black. In other words, they questioned or
were madeto question, how itispossible
for a makwerekwere in the image of
Rhodes — awhite, born-free or not, loca
or foreign — to seek to convince anyone
that he or she could feel the pain of the
oppressed black other, or claim to bein
the same boat? To some black students,
whiteswho joined the protest were merely
keeping up appearances, making as if
Cecil Rhodes and his excesses were all
that is to blame for the predicaments of
black South Africans and black Africans
oncampusingenerd. Did they really think
that all that was needed was to name and
shame Sir Cecil John Rhodes (as an
individual asif hehad lived hislifeentirely
as an island with neither ancestry, kin,
progeny or relationships with others) —
the white makwerekwere who debased,
humiliated and undermined Africanswith
impunity so as to appropriate their
resources? If Rhodes, however iconic,
was the only problem, why did his
excesses and material superabundance or
wealth appear to have trickled down
through the ranks and generations, as if
flowing intheblood of hiswhite brethren
to contaminate even the post-apartheid
generation of so-called born-frees? Why
did his legacy of a highly concentrated
monopoalistic economy persist? Why is
the economy still firmly under white
control? Could the fact — as evidenced
by the "Fees Must Fall" and "End
Outsourcing” student protests which
subsequently rocked universities
countrywide> —be blamed entirely onthe
incompetence and corruption of the new
ANC mostly black elitein power assome
have tended to insinuate?

Not Every Black is Black Enough

It is commonplace to be caught between
and betwixt any and everywhere in the
world, especialy in South Africawhereit
isall too easy to be crushed by the giant
compressors of the regressive logic of
ever diminishing circlesof inclusion (Fe-
bruary 1991; Adhikari 2005). Colonialism
and apartheid functioned best through
hierarchies of humanity and their multi-
plicities of agentive possibilities. It was
the best form of divide and rule. Post-



apartheid South Africa and South Afri-
cansarein no hurry to give up on catego-
riesthat have served them so well. So, it
ishardly surprising that inthe current cla-
mour for decolonisation epitomised by
RMF, someattitudes and declarationslea
veonein little doubt that not every black
is black enough, both among nationals
and foreigners. Just as there is a hierar-
chy of whiteness, sotooisthereahierar-
chy of blackness. Neighbouring
Botswana, which went through similar
debates on citizenship, belonging, rights
and entitlementsin thelate 1990s and ear-
ly 2000s captures in a most fascinating
way the complexities and intricacies of
belonging and attitudes towards citi-
zenship and foreignerswhich South Afri-
ca is currently experiencing, and from
which South Africans can draw vita les-
sonsfor afuture of inclusion (Nyamnjoh
2002, 2006).

In the current RMF and transformation
debates, by insisting frequently that the
statue was only a symbol or a metaphor
for the wider lack of transformation at
UCT, the protesting students echoed and
were echoed by academic staff with
similar concerns about the predominantly
whitereality of theinstitution despitethe
alegedly post-aparthei d landscape of the
country. Mangcu wrote several pieces
featured by the national media,
complaining of the snail pace of
transformation at UCT, an institution
where Whites dominate teaching
positions and there are too few black
South African academics at professorial
level. He pointedly insisted that it was
scandalousfor UCT to havetoo few black
South African academics, especialy at
professorial ranks, and yet claim to be a
South African university. It waseven more
scandalous that out of a total of 1,405
academicsat UCT, therewasnot asingle
black female professor of South African
nationality amongst them. Mangcu makes
a distinction between black South
Africans, Coloureds and Indians, as do
fellow South African academics and the
Stateaswell. Hereisan excerpt from one
of hisarticles on the matter:

First, by 2013, the number of black
South African academic staff at UCT
was 48 out of atotal of 1 405 — that
is, 3%. Thiswas an increase from 46
in 2009. That is a net gain of two
black people over five years. And
listen to this: there is not a single
black South African woman who isa
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full professor at UCT. Not one, in
2013! That statistic is unacceptable
in an inclusive democratic society.

Of the 174 South Africans who are
full professors at the university, there
are only five black South Africans
(2.8%), six coloured males (3.4%) and
two coloured females (1%). There
are 10 Indian male full professors
(5.7%) and only one Indian woman
(0.5%). In short, Steve Biko's Blacks
— blacks, coloureds and Indians —
constituted just about 12% of the
full professors at UCT who were
South African in 2013. As Biko
pointed out, the fate of coloureds,
Indians and Africans in South Africa
will always be interconnected on the
margins. Yes, you guessed it right,
85% are white South Africans (148
out of 174). The parallels with the
Land Act of 1913 could not be more
striking.

Inmy faculty at UCT, the humanities,
where you would expect pioneering
research about our future, there are
only two black South Africans who
arefull professors. Therewasa100%
increase with the appointment of a
new dean of the humanities to bring
us to a whopping two out of 47 full
professors in the humanities. And they
are in one department, sociology.>®

Put differently, Mangcu was complaining
that UCT was dominated by amakwe-
rekwer e of yesteryears (whites, coloured,
Indians) — some of whom with divided
loyalties by virtue of carrying more than
one passport — and that even 20 years
into the so-called liberation of the country
from the yoke of apartheid, those claimi-
ng the status of bona fide black native
sons and daughters of the land were yet
tofeel genuinely integrated into an insti-
tution that was supposedly theirs. Ins-
tead, the university authorities resorted
tofilling the place up with amakwer ekwe-
re of another kind, blacks from north of
the Limpopo, asif every black wasblack
enough inthe South African context. This
is a nuance which was aptly pointed out
by Professor Sakhela Buhlungu, Dean of
the Humanities Faculty at UCT (who, in
recognition for his demonstrated lea-
dership on drawing attention to the unfi-
nished business of transformation, has
earned the reputation of champion of
transformation®) when he denounced as
"most dishonest, most hypocritical and
cynica" the common practice by univer-
sities in South Africa to "cop-out" from
expectations of redress, equity and ac-

cess by counting as "equity candidates"
for recruitment "international scholars,
who just happen to be black." At the risk
of unsettling anumber of hisfellow aca-
demics, Buhlungu subscribes to "three
categories of academics: white South Afri-
can academics, black South African aca-
demics and international scholars," and
callsfor "balance across the categories.”
In other words, he recognises the
amakwerekwerewithin (white South Afri-
cans, who happen to be mostly those
playing "tricks" and being hypocritical
about transformation and to whom one
black equals another, South African or
not) and the obvious amakwerekwere in
their varying degradations (non-South
African whites and non-South African
blacks — those who are recruited to the
detriment of meaningful equity and re-
dress and whose recruitment is often jus-
tified/rationalised with arguments to the
effect that South African universities need
to be competitiveinternationally).>

This begs a few questions about "deco-
lonisation,” the label that has found trac-
tion with the current RMF campaign.
When does decol onisation entail Africa-
ni sation?® And when doesit mean South-
Africanisation only, without the
whiteness? When does decolonisation as
Africanisation enter into a meaningful
conversation with decol onisation aswhi-
teless-South-Africanisation? Above all,
when do decolonisation as whiteless-
South-Africanisation and Africanisation
enter into worthy epistemological conver-
sations with decolonisation as a univer-
sal aspiration alaFrantzFanonand ala
Seve Biko (as neither South Africa nor
African can claim monopoly over victimi-
sation by colonisation and apartheid asa
racialized technology of subjugation and
domination) that may or may not coinci-
dewith being African or with being South
African, both in the general, generous
and inclusive or exclusionary, parochia
and autochthonous sense of these iden-
tities? Thisteething problem of decoloni-
sationisareplay of thedebateinthe 1960s
in the rest of Africa, the time most coun-
tries gained a semblance of independen-
ce®, even if South Africa’s predicament
isthat decolonisation is happening at the
same time as accelerated globalization,
which in away complicates the situation
remarkably, through the mass production
of black migrants by the collapsing eco-
nomies of many African states. But even
inthe 1960s, as Fanon notesin The Wret-



ched of the Earth, narrow nationalismwas
already inciting nationals to violence
againgt foreignerswhilecalling for oppor-
tunitiesto be confined to citizens (Fanon
1967: 125-6). Whenisdecol onisation more
than simply opening out to engage with
African and South African issues,
knowledge and epistemology? What
reason is there to quibble about making
knowledge production focused on South
Africaand Africathecentral concernof a
university that purportsto be South Afri-
can and African, and therefore to imply
that it thinks, teaches and relates to the
world from that vantage point of being
South African and African? What man-
ner of transformation is sufficiently ac-
com-modating of the complexities and
nuances of being African or South Afri-
can inanimble-footed world where eve-
ryone is a potential makwerekwere,
powerful or not, and where autochthony
makes sense only in terms of how ready
oneisabletoinclude history beyond that
which isconvenient for one and theinte-
rests one is defending for the moment?°

In a Facebook post reacting to an article
by Achille Mbembe on the " State of South
African Politics," MojalefaMurphy —"a
South African born Nuclear Physicist"
and "skilled generalist and activist" —
echoes Buhlungu's sentiments. Heargues
that to keep postponing redressing past
injustices and providing for equal
citizenship with black South Africans,
university authoritiesin South Africawho
remain predominantly white, prefer to
reach out to and co-opt black African
academics from the rest of the continent
such as Mbembe to provide token black
presence on campuses in order to give
the impression of racial reconfiguration
in the name of transformation. Murphy
may beright that it isno secret that foreign
black Africans"are generally preferred for
employment in white managed South
African outfits both in the public and
private sector,” possibly to foster the
white supremacists agendaof "exploiting
the economy corruptly to feather nests
abroad." In reward for their support,
African academicsin "white institutions
of higher learning” are known to "sall
through with ease" while many black
South African academicsare"overlooked
for promotion to senior and professorial
positions." It iswrong, he concludes, for
whites and their black conformists in
South Africa to "interpret the justifiable
anger at whiteness as hatred for whites."
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Black anger is nothing but an expression
of collective black psyche asinformed by
thelived traumatic experiences of blacks
for centuries of racial assault by white
supremacists®. Such divide and rule
practices asdescribed by Murphy;, if truly
intended, ought to be condemned without
mitigation. It isequally in the interest of
those invested in decolonisation as both
alocal and global pursuit to understand
and circumvent the game of divide and
rule championed by an ideological pre-
disposition to aworld of interconnecting
local and global hierarchiesinformed by
factors or considerations such as race,
ethnicity, place, class, gender and
generation.

While some non-South African blacks
may be perceived to be co-opted to serve
the interests of white supremacists, a
prioritisation of transformation asredress
and equity for South African blacksexclu-
sively, however justified contextualy,
disenfranchises or delegitimizes any
compelling claimsto black pain that non-
South African black academics may have
at UCT as an ingtitution dominated by
the privileged interests and taken-for-
granted pers-pectives in tune with the
habitus of being white in South Africa.
Such exclusionary or selectiveindicators
of blackness and black pain give the
impression that black pain at UCT is
experienced by degree and that however
much solidarity non-South African blacks
bring to the struggle, their black pain is
always susceptible, a priori, to being
defined and related to as inferior — the
pain of black amakwerekwere or out-
siderswithin —to the pain of black South
Africanswho overtly or covertly consider
themselves as authentic sons or
daughters of the native soil, those who
really should have been in charge, had
not the white amakwer ekwere of yester-
years epitomised by Rhodes, conquered
and tamed them with violence and
superior technology, injecting and
implanting themselves and their progeny
as a more or less permanent blot on the
native landscape.

Seen thus, the following critical reaction
to Mbembe's piece alluded to above by
Shose Kessi — a black senior lecturer of
Tanzanian nationality in the department
of psychology at UCT — would need
qualification and nuance, to reflect the
ever diminishing circlesof inclusion even
when race is a common denominator.

Being black or whiteisnot all that thereis
to the transformation debate, which is
also, and often more importantly, about
rights and entitlements as nationals and
citizens of aspecific nation-state. In such
localised autochthonous struggle for
social visibility, resourcesand power, the
new generation of amakwer ekwere who
are black, often powerless and
dispensable, and who hail from Africa
north of the Limpopo, matter very little
whatever the magnitude of their own
frustrations with the deeply colonial
nature of the university institutions that
have hired them, or where they are
students. They are caught between and
betwixt forces that often know little
compromise. Seen in these terms,
amakwerekwere such as Kessi, their
commitment to genuine transformation
notwithstanding, could easily find
themselves in awkward situations (not
dissmilar tothoseinwhich so-called born-
freewhite students have found themselves
when they have come out to show
solidarity with their protesting black
colleagues) wherethey are perceived and
related to asif they were perfect strangers
at afuneral weeping more than the owner
of the corpse, or as fighting fights in
which they have no stakes. Paradoxically,
it seems to matter little what non-South
African blacks think or feel, as they are
opento caricature either way inthe game
of narrow nationalism that South African
blacksfind themselves compelled to play,
systematically stifled as they have been
by the callousindifference of whites and
whiteness.

Kessi, a black African makwerekwere
senior lecturer at UCT, iskeento highlight
anal-black predicament in theingtitution.
She presents herself as belonging to "the
Black Academic Caucus' at UCT — "a
group of over 80 black academics
representing all faculties|...] engagingin
institution-wide conversations and
actions to address the exclusion of black
experiences and scholarship in the area
of curriculum, research, staff recruitment
and development, and institutional
culture" —, identifies with the struggle to
theextent that itisinclusive of al blacks,
and expresses what to her are al-black
concerns. To her, black scholarship,
whether by black South Africans or by
amakwerekwere from beyond the
Limpopo and in the diaspora, should
prioritise the needs and aspirations of
blacks. It should be scholarship that takes



into account the social and historical
contexts of blacks, and in the particular
case of South Africa and the continent,
"the material, symbolic and structural
conditions brought about by colonisation
and apartheid." Important in such
scholarship are "the affective and bodily
experiences' of black scholars and black
people. It is a scholarship that seeks to
"dismantle the racist masculinist culture
of our institution (city, country and
continent) and [...] whiteness and
patriarchy inthelived experiencesof black
staff and students.” It is a scholarship
that challenges a tendency in "rationa”
talk to portray black people asalwaysthe
"problem" — either as helpless passive
victims or as people whose sense of
judgement is eternally clouded by too
much emotion. To Kess, it is precisely
such emotion that isneeded to understand
the thingification, undermining, and
experiences of exclusion of black bodies
intheinstitution. Such emotions awaken
consciousness of how the past invades
the present and how to moveforward. Far
from closing off dialogue, Kessi argues
that expressing "black pain" can be
instructive on the workings of
"oppressive power [...] and the intricate
levels and dimensions at which it
operates." To her, "Engaging with black
pain develops a new level of conscious-
ness where the affective experiences of
exclusion are at the root of how critical
reasoned argument can emerge and lead
to decolonising and transformative
practices."®? Kessi illustrates her point
thus:

When black students protest at
being silenced in classroom debates,
at being taught with materials that
exclude or devalue their bodies and
cultures, at having to live through
the rape culture of our residences,
these painful experiences inform the
learning, teaching, and cultural
practices that need to change. When
black staff protest at being denied
promotion, at being rejected by
ethics committees, or at being
depicted as incompetent simply
because of their race or so-called
‘black accents,” these experiences
inform the teaching, research, and
governance practices that need to
change. In fact, all of these
experiences tell us of the ways in
which the dominant white male
culture at UCT is perpetuated at the
expense of black, women, and
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LGBTQ experiences and intellectual
excellence. As an academic insti-
tution that is forging and inspiring
the minds of future generations,
challenging these dynamics is
fundamental to creating a society
that fosters inclusivity, dialogue, and
wellbeing.®®
The fact of blackness as an attribute of
being a particular type of human,
ascribed, achieved or imposed, is not the
monopoly of any particular African
country, nor of the continent, calls for a
conceptualisation and articulation of
decolonisation of knowledge production
and consumption that is carefully
nuanced to provide for the complex
intersections of race, ethnicity, geogra-
phy, class, gender and generation. Even
at our most legitimately aggrieved, we
cannot afford to resort to the zero sum
games of dominance of the oppressors,
as this would only compound our
subservience and predicaments.

UCT Fires on All Cylinders

Asthe Rhodes Must Fall protest grew in
intensity and stature, the university
authorities went to work, firing on all
cylinders, or just about, in an attempt to
concoct a solution. The VC and his
senior administrators also admitted that
UCT had tended to test the watersinstead
of confronting transformation head on. A
few quotes by senior management and
spokespersons at different points of the
protest illustrate this assessment. Gerda
Kruger, in her capacity as spokeswoman
for the university affirms: "[UCT] has
acknowledged that we have been slow to
address certain facets of transformation,
such as curriculum reform [...] we are
committed to listening, discussing,
debating and finding answers"®®.
Management "held meetings with
students and set up white boards around
the statue, wrapped in black plastic, where
students could write down their
opinions." In a circular UCT’s first
response to these calls for action was to
convene a discussion about "Heritage,
Signage and Symbolism" led by DVC,
Professor Crain Soudien®. But beforethis
could convene there had been further
protests centred on the Rhodes statue,
then swathed and taped in black rubbish
bags. By thetimethesefirst negotiations
with the university administration were
convened, the student representative
council position had hardened. The
president of the Student Representative

Council (SRC), RamabinaMahapa, said:
"I understand it is part of history, but the
institutional representation of black
people at this university is negative."
From here, the RMF movement escal ated
rapidly, culminating in a march and the
occupation of the university’'s
administration building, Bremner. VC Max
Price responded with university-wide
debates and a special meeting of the
university senate to consider proposals.
Upfront, he said that he and hisexecutive
favoured removing the statue, but only
the university council could takethefinal
decision. An emergency meeting of the
council was called for 25 April. Mean-
while, the stand-off rapidly became a
national issue. Students at Rhodes
University in Grahamstown went on
protest in sympathy, and higher education
minister Blade Nzimande gave hissupport
for moving the statue®.

The extended debate considered various
options. One was to leave the statue
standing whereit wasbut include aplague
at its base acknowledging the "injustices
of colonial conquest enacted under
Rhodes’ watch." In addition, the option
to|leave Rhodeswhere hewaswould have
to be "accompanied by another artwork
to belocated alongside Rhodes, to ‘ speak
back’ by way of alternative values and
convictions." To the VC, it was the very
strategic location of Rhodes’ statue at the
focal point of the university that had
attracted connotations of being a
"founder, hero, patron, role model and
(an) embodiment of UCT’s heritage."
Hence his personal opinion that the
statue should be moved:

"I just think it should not be there —
it should be moved. This will not
compromise our ability to record and
debate the role Rhodes played in the
city’s and continent’s history. And
it will not change our acknow-
ledgment that UCT acquired its site
from the Rhodes estate, and the
positive contribution it has made to
our institution and its students" .
Despite his conviction that there was "a
significant view that the statue should be
moved," the VC opted for an extended
consultation because "there has never
been any formal consultation or organised
discussion on this matter, and it would
not be appropriatefor the UCT executive,
or council, to make such a
recommendation without undertaking
such a discussion"”. Adekeye Adebajo,



executive director of the Centre for
Conflict Resolution at UCT, was among
those who criticised the university for
being rather officious in its response to
the protest, "with a questioning of the
methods of some of the students; an
insistence on the need to follow
"procedures” for "peaceful and safe"
protests; encouraging "open debate and
responsible action"; and threatening to
take legal steps against any "unlawful
behaviour"™ The VC responded to
Adebgjo, accusing him of distortion of
his views on Rhodes:

Adebajo succeeds in completely
distorting the view | hold on Rhodes.
First, he fails to mention that I,
personally, have repeatedly stated
that | regard Rhodes as a villain, the
perpetrator of ruthless exploitation
of indigenous people, land
expropriation, illegal wars and
vicious conquest.

Second he fails to remind readers
that I, as well as the entire senior
leadership group of the university,
have publicly expressed our view
that the Rhodes statue must be
moved.”

The VC defended his decision to consult
extensively despite his personal
conclusion that the statue should be
moved, by reiterating thefollowing: "UCT
isan argumentative university. Thisisan
abiding strength: it shows our enga-
gement with the issues of our times and
our interest in ideas that matter.
Undoubtedly the students are leading a
national debate."” While some felt that
UCT had wasted time deliberating the
obvious, otherslike Adam Habib, VC of
University of Witwatersrand, felt UCT had
not deliberated and conversed deeply
enough before a decision on the Rhodes
statute was concluded.™

Following nearly amonth of protestsand
meetings, Senate voted in favour of
moving Rhodes' statue as follows: Votes
in favour: 181; Votes against: 1; Abs-
tentions: 3. The decision was endorsed
at a special meeting of Convocation on
Tuesday 7 April 2015, and on Wednesday
8 April the university’s council decided
unanimously to remove the statue to be
temporarily housed for safekeeping inan
unnamed storeroom approved by the
Western Cape Heritage Resources
Council, pending aformal application to
the council to have the statue removed
permanently, in accordance with the
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National Heritage Resources Act.”® The
Chair of UCT Council, Archbishop
Njongonkulu Ndungane asked for
accelerated and acceptable roadmap of
transformation. He credited the students
in particular for the historic removal of
Rhodes' statue:

What sparked this was a cry from
the students. That transformation
needs to be consolidated. Cecil John
Rhodes, for the sins of his past, as
animperiaist and aracist [...] stands
in contrast to the values that this
university enhances. And so
Management of this university got
into a process of consulting various
structures of the university,
including Senate, and terminating in
our meeting last night when Council
voted unanimously as recognition
of what the students are saying and
a demonstration of our commitment
to transformation.”

On Thursday, 9 April, 2015, at 5.37 pm,
the contentious "statue of Cecil John
Rhodes was lifted a short distance by a
huge crane from its pride of place. [...]
pelted with whatever members of the
gathered crowd could get their hands on,
as it was lowered onto its waiting
transport,” while " Some onlookers stood
in silence, a few took selfies and some
sang and danced."”™ As the statue was
driven off, the SRC vice-president of
externa affairs Zizipho Paesaid movingit
was paving theway for the"real work" of
transforming UCT to begin. Other
students waving banners that read "We
have only just started,” concurred. The
students had won a victory on a statue,
and they would continue to occupy
Bremner building, re-christened "Azania
House," until their demands for racial
transformation were met. " This movement
is not just about a statue, it's about
decolonizing the colonia structure, the
curriculum and everything it standsfor,"
some insisted. On their transformation
shopping list were plans to lobby in
coming months "for the promotion of
black lecturers and the enrolment of more
students from disadvantaged commu-
nities," and to follow up on a proposal
they had submitted requesting that "the
names of various other ‘colonial
landmarks' at the university, including
Jameson Hall, be changed. Jameson Hall
was named after Leander Starr Jameson,
a confidant of Rhodes."

The protests spread to other formerly
white universities such as University of
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, Rhodes
University in Grahamstown, Stellenbosch
University, and the University of KwaZulu
Natal. But reverberations have also been
felt at universities such as North West,
Tshwane and the Western Cape.”™ In all
of these ingtitutions, as Tasneem Essop,
aMastersstudent in Political Studiesand
the Secretary-General of the 2013 SRC at
University of Witwatersrand, putsit, black
African students were in "rage against
the forms of institutional racism that
studentshave beentoldto livewith." The
students were protesting and taking to
social mediato challenge "the silencing
of black students" in colonial institutions
that no longer had aplacein post-colonial
and post-apartheid South Africa. As
Essop argues, in all of these universities
the protests spoke to "a much broader
failurein higher education since 1994 and
amuch deeper problem of exclusion"” for
black South Africans. She maintainsthat
the increased number of black students
and black staff on campus does not matter
muchif ingtitutional racismandinequality
are not tackled at a structural level.
"Having been a student leader at Wits
University, | know all too well the
consistently frustrating pace of trans-
formation at our ingtitution. Wits, like
most other former white universities, has
adeep-seated, institutional and systemic
form of racism that is swept under the
carpet.” It is quite possible, she argues,
for the majority of students in a
programme to be black, and yet, for a
student "to go through a humanities
curriculum without meeting oneAfrican,
female lecturer and without learning
anything outside of adeeply Eurocentric
curriculum." Faced with suchintricacies,
transformation requires careful and
meticulousthinking through to get it right.
Without such meticulous care and
thinking through, current clamours for
transformation arelikely toendin failure
just as did past initiatives in the 1990s,
Essop warns. To her, if fewer black
postgraduate students graduate as is
often the case, thisis "partly because of
socioeconomic circumstances outside of
universitieswhich forcethem to enter the
workforceearlier, rather thantoremainin
academia," and partly because of the
failures of universities to take the
financial, social and academic conditions
of black students serioudly. "Many black
students have had to come to terms with



thefact that, despitetheir relative privilege
at universities, they do not benefit from
the structures of the academy in the same
ways as white students." Like the RMF
campaigners, Essop’s sights are set
beyond the symbolic: "Oncethe symbols
— the statues and names — have been
removed from our campuses, the same
rage that we see now, must befocused on
the heart of these academies. That will be
real battleto transform the ofteninvisible
structures and mechanisms that sustain
institutional racism."&

At Stellenbosch University, whichinsists
on Afrikaans as the exclusive language
of undergraduate instruction, protests to
open up the university inspired afilm by
Dan Corder of Contraband Cape Town,
working with Open Stellenbosch titled
Luister [Listen]®. Produced in just 17
days, Luister, a 35-minute documentary,
ismade up of interviewswith 32 students
and one lecturer at Stellenbosch
University, detailing their experiences of
racist abuse, discrimination and exclusion.
The film is centred on responses to the
question: "What is it like to be a black
person at Stellenbosch University?' All
32 student interviewswerefilmed over six
hours on 2 August 2015. The following
quotes of pronouncements by students
stand out in reviews and discussions of
thefilmin social mediaand newspapers:
"I feel like it'swrong to be black [...] |
sometimes ask myself when I'm aone,
why did God make me black when alot
can happen in a good way when you're
otherwise?'; "The colour of my skin in
Stellenboschislikeasocial burden|...] |
mean just walking into spaces, there’ sthat
stop, pause, and stare where people
cannot believe that you would enter into
this space"; "Being black within the
Stellenbosch community you know that
you’ re not accepted and you kind of ask
yourself what’swrong with me, likewhat
did I do wrong?'; "In the beginning |
actually started to assimilate, you know,
wanting to lose myself and attain
whiteness. Maybe this will work better
and they’ll accept me more because I'm
trying to belikethem. And | realised that
| cannot do that. I’'m not willing to sell my
soul to whiteness. | have to be proudly
black." Released 17 August 2015, thefilm
had attracted over 343,222 views (3,784
likes, 735 dislikes on YouTube) by 5
October 2015 when | accessed it. It has
trended on social mediain South Africa,
attracting the attention of political |eaders
of all leanings. Debate over the film
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reportedly resulted in the suspension of
Metro FM host Unathi Msengana, and
to Stellenbosch University management
being summoned to appear in Parliament
for an urgent mesting on transformation.®
Transformationishardly merely acase of
add alittle black and stir, while continuing
with the same structure and the same
rules. Commenting on Luister, Jonathan
Jansen calls on white Afrikaans univer-
sities to make peace with the fact that
African students are rightly knocking on
the doors of learning simply to gain
access to public institutions, and ensure
that these students are protected from the
riskstowhich they are exposed in univer-
sitieswherethey arearacial minority. He
elaborates:

As | have said over and over again,
in a country shaped by centuries of
white supremacy, and with a violent
history of trying to push Afrikaans
down the throats of black people
(Soweto 1976), racewill alwaystrump
language in the transformation
debates. In other words, because of
our history the right to access will
always take on much more political
significance than language rights.
The longer leaders of the Afrikaans
universities take to accept thissimple
truth, the more their campuses will
be the target of upheavals for years
to come.®

As a direct result of the protests spear-
headed by Open Stellenbosch, on Thurs-
day 12 November 2015, Stellen-bosch
University management announ-ced its
decision to discontinue insistence on
Afrikaans as the primary language of
instruction with effect from January 2016.
Hereisan excerpt of the statement:

Language should be used in a way
that is oriented towards engagement
with knowledge in a diverse society
and to ensure equitable access to
learning and teaching opportunities
for al students. Since English is the
common language in South Africa,
al learning should be facilitated in
at least English to ensure no exclu-
sion due to language. The University
remains committed to the further
development of Afrikaans and
isiXhosa as academic languages.

[...]

The primary language of
communication and administration at
Stellenbosch University will be
English, with Afrikaans and isi-
Xhosa as additional languages. The

additional languages may not be
used to exclude anyone from full par-
ticipation at the University. This
implies that all communication at
Stellenbosch University will bein at
least English, including meetings,
official documents, and services at
reception desks and the call centre,
etc.®

Thisannouncement was celebrated by the
Open Stellenbosch campaign group with
aFacebook post that read: "The Language
Policy Has Fallen".® In a BBC report,
Milton Nkosi adds: " Dropping Afrikaans
means that, psychologically and symbo-
lically, the walls of apartheid are still
crumbling 21 yearsafter racial segregation
was officially removed from the statute
books."#

Back at UCT, senior management are busy
putting together what they deem will bea
solid foundation to begin the serious bu-
siness of meaningful transformation.
They areaiming to engaged| consti-tuen-
ciesandto beinclusive. TheVCis parti-
cularly keento bring on board "those who
have felt marginalised,” and "those who
may have unpopular or rather different
views on where and how to change the
university." He seeks to provide for co-
creation and co-ownership of and unity
around the roadmap for change and into
thefuture at UCT, to ensure that the uni-
versity istruly "aplacewhereall staff and
students feel at home and valued."® In
theinterest of procee-ding with a collec-
tive transformation project, the VC an-
nounced "an executive decision to grant
an amnesty in respect of all protest-rela
ted incidents that occurred between the
first protest on 9 March 2015 and 18 May
2015," insisting that "No disciplinary ac-
tion will be brought against any student
or staff member in respect of these
events." Furthermore, "I have written to
the Student Representative Council
(SRC), Rhodes Must Fall (RMF) and
Transform UCT, toinformthem of theexe-
cutive decision, and | trust that as a re-
sult we will move swiftly to begin
meaningful discussions on the way
forward." In addition, referring to agroup
of studentswho had occupied abuilding,
the VC wrote: "We have provided RMF
and those occupying Avenue House with
a dedicated venue in a hall next to Ave-
nue House, and they will have to leave
Avenue House at the latest middle of
Monday, 18 May 2015." He urged that
the amnesty should not be seen asasign
of "capitulation to pressure',



On the urgent and important business of
transformation, the VC outlined the
measures taken by UCT Council at a
special sitting on 22 April 2015 during
which several SRC proposals were
considered. Council agreed to establisha
task team (including student members) to
review the names of buildingsand works
of art across campus, in the interest of
creating an environment conducive to
diversity. Also established wasatask team
to review the current function, role and
powers of the Institutional Forum and
explore how it could play amoreeffective
role in steering and negotiating trans-
formation. A review of the functioning of
DISCHO (the Discrimination and
Harassment Office) was scheduled to take
place before the end of 2015. Provision
was made to extend membership of the
Curriculum Review Task Team, a
subcommittee of the Teaching and
Learning Committee, to students, and a
different framework for thinking about
curriculum reform wasto be developed. A
review of the structures, resources and
functioning of Transformation Services
Office was scheduled. Faculties were
encouraged to hold open assemblies and
fora where students are encouraged to
voicetheir experience within the faculty,
drawing on the example of thefaculties of
Health Sciences and Law where the
initiative was aready underway. It was
announced that the employment equity
planfor 2015t0 2020 had beenintensively
debated and was scheduled to be tabled
in Senate and Council in June 2015. A
review of the functioning of the system
of employment equity representatives,
particularly in selection committees, was
underway. Funding was being sought to
invest in "ensuring that the career paths
of every black academicinthejunior ranks
is individually mapped out, with
requirements for the next promotion
clearly spelled out with aplan for personal
development, including pairing up with
senior mentors.” It was announced that
the composition of promotions com-
mittees was undergoing review in all
faculties, to provide for greater
transparency, rebuild trust and fairness,
and ensure that the changes were
effectivefor the 2015 promotionscalendar.
It was also announced that Transform
UCT (agrouping of black academic staff)
had participated in the annual Academic
Heads of Department (HOD) workshop
on the role HODs could play in
transformation at department level. A day-
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long workshop or summit to design the
agenda for tackling transformation was
planned. The list of things done and
planned was not intended to be a
comprehensive statement of UCT
transformation plans, but rather an
indication that things were on the move
with renewed energy and devotion. The
VC concluded with this appeal: "Once
again, | invite al departments, staff and
students, the SRC, Transform UCT, RMF,
the trade unions and transformation
structuresto seize this opportunity to plot
the coursefor UCT to achieve leadership
and excellencein transformation..."#

This programme of action approved by
Council wasfollowed by the appointment
of Associate Professor Elelwani
Ramugondo as "Special Advisor to the
Vice-Chancellor on Transformation”.
%Here is an excerpt of the statement
annou-ncing the appointment:

The Rhodes Must Fall protests, as
we know, were about much more
than the statue. They reflected
deeper underlying frustrations with
the pace of transformation. The res-
ponse of all constituencies within
the University of Cape Town — from
Council to students, Senate, facul-
ties, professional and support staff,
unions, to the Institutional Forum
(IF) — has been an overwhelming
commitment to take much bolder
steps and to focus more energy and
resources on the multiple dimens-
ions of transformation that lie ahead.

This needs dedicated attention from
my office, and also additional
coordination as leadership across
the university — the deans, academic
heads of department, executive
directors, Student Representative
Council and IF — all drive new
transformation efforts within our
respective spheres of governance
and influence.

In order to ensure the necessary
executive focus on the transfor-
mation project over the next 12
months, | am appointing a Special
Advisor to the Vice-Chancellor on
Transformation, who will work in my
office, help me keep abreast of all
the initiatives and advise me on
ways of accelerating the various
programmes across the university.
This is since | cannot possibly be
directly involved in them all while
still performing the VC functions
that 1 must inevitably carry out.
While in no way being a gatekeeper

tomy office, shewill alsobeavailable
to meet with any groups and
individuals who wish to raise issues
related to transformation policy and
practice — whether these are
concerns or proposals.

| am pleased to announce that Asso-
ciate Professor Elelwani Ramugondo
has accepted my invitation to
become my Specia Advisor and will
take up the position on 18 June 2015
for a 12-month period.

Associate Professor Ramugondo
has been at UCT since her student
days, having obtained her BSc
Occupationa Therapy (1992), her
MSc and her PhD here. Her career
as a faculty member started as a
lecturer in a development contract
post in 1998, and she has moved up
the ranks, having been promoted ad
hominem to associate professor in
2010. She served as head of the
division of Occupational Therapy
from 2010 to 2013. Associate Profes-
sor Ramugondo has super-vised or
is currently supervising seven PhD
and 13 Masters students, amongst
whom eight are black South
Africans.®

Among her many qualifications for the
position, Associate Professor Ramu-
gondo was said to have "led some
interesting innovations in curriculum
reform within her discipline and
profession.” Her portfolio included
working with "the task teams being
established to review names of buildings
and artworks." She was expected to
"attend faculty assemblies to hear the
issues raised," get "involved in the
reviewsof the Discrimination and Haras-
sment Office and the Transformation
office," oversee"thenew plansto accele-
rate employment equity and career
development,” identify "issues in the
institutional climate that need to be
addressed," and time permitting, "jointhe
expanded curriculum review process."
She was also to serve as "an assessor
member of thelF and University Transfor-
mation Advisory Committeg".®

Harry Garuba, a Nigerian Associate
Professor who heads the School of
African and Gender Studies, Anthro-
pology and Linguistics, is sceptical that
committees such as those set up by the
V C candéeliver therooted transformation
of curricula and syllabuses needed to
definitively banish Rhodes' legacy. "I
don’t want the discussion around



curriculumreformtodieadow, ddliberative
death, as so many issues do when landing
at the feet of committees." He labels as
"disingenuous" past explanations
advanced by university management for
the "disgraceful paucity of black
professors." Of essence are conver-
sations and debates about the nature and
form of adecolonised curriculumin South
Africa. Becauseothershavetravelled this
road before, Garubaargues, South Africa
does not need to start at ground zero.
There are lessons of earlier debates and
conclusionsreached on the continent and
elsewhere to draw on. Examples cited
include the University of Nairobi, where
Ngugi wa Thiong'o and two of his
colleagues initiated a transformation
debate that challenged the English
department to open up its usual
continuitiesin British content to include
writings in English from Africa and
elsewhere. They demanded the insertion
of Kenya, East Africa and Africa at the
centre of their research and tea-ching, and
sought to reconceptualise university
curricularelevant to their context, and not
merely an extension of the West into
Africa. What the debate in Kenya that
eventually led to a major curriculum
transformation in East Africateaches us
isthat curriculum trans-formation is not
simply aquestion of adding new itemsto
anexigting curri-culum. It requiresaradical
interrogation of the very basis for
constituting the object of study.*

Transformation should aimto activate and
bring into conversations sensitivitiesand
sensibilities informed by African live-
worlds, experiencesand predicaments. He
invites us to "recognise the cultural and
scientific production — the knowledge —
of previously devalued groups of
people." Borrowing from Edward Said,
Garuba argues that a possible way for-
ward could be a contrapuntal approach,
which "takes into account the perspec-
tives of both the colonised and the
coloniser, their interwoven histories, their
discursive entanglements — without
necessarily harmonising them or
attending to onewhile erasing the other."
Such contrapuntal thinking should take
placeat every level, and should include a
pedagogy that seeks to integrate in a
significant way the knowledge of the
marginalised into what oneisteaching. It
is not enough to have moved Rhodes
statue. This must be followed up with
moving "the hegemonic gaze of the
Rhodes that is lodged in our ways of
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thinking, in our curricular and peda-
gogical practices, our professional
practicesasteachers, academics, scholars
and students. We need to take a critical
look at our everyday routine." In short,
we need to remove the Rhodes that lives
in our disciplines and the curricula that
underpin them™.%

There is reason to doubt just how ready
to turn the page UCT redlly is. Sincethe
Mahmood Mamdani years (1996-1999),
there has been more rhetoric than
substance about transformation
(Nyamnjoh 2012a& b; Morreira2015), if
the address on the challenges of
curriculum transformation to the RMF
students by the current A.C. Jordan Chair
and Director of Centrefor African Studies
at UCT, Professor Lungisile Ntsebeza, is
anythingto go by (Ntsebeza2012, 2014).%
Itisequally worrying that despiteitsoffer
of amnesty, UCT has not resisted the
temptation to spot and discipline those it
perceives as scapegoats for the current
RMF campaign. In this regard, it has
singled out Maxwele (who has dared to
think, speak, writeand act as he seesfitin
the interest of the collectivity for whom
he is determined to take leadership on
matters of social, intellectual and
economic transformation) for exemplary
discipline and punishment. In the
totalising and often totalitarian logic of
systems under attack, it is hardly surpri-
sing, given Maxwele's prominence and
leadership rolein the RMF campaign, that
UCT asaningtitution would seek to undo
himin any way it could. The obvious, for
an ingtitution that purports to thrive on
consultative democracy even when the
problem is the majority white establish-
ment and itslogic of practice, wasto resort
to legalisms and pro-establi-shment
civilities. Not only was M axwel e accused
to have done the unthinkable by smearing
Rhodes with human waste,*® he was
portrayed as no stranger to insubor-
dination to constituted authority (inclu-
ding when he purportedly showed
President Jacob Zuma's motorcade the
middle finger on a Cape Town street in
February 2010), alleged to have threa-
tened whites with extinction, and was
suspended from the university in May
following an altercation with a female
white lecturer over study space on
campus during a public holiday.®
Maxwele was charged, inter aia, with
having "raised his voice at the lecturer;
shouted aggressively that ‘ the statuefell,
now it's time for all whites to go’; and

showed aggressive behaviour, which
included banging on her officedoor," and
to have said: "*We must not listen to
whites, we do not need their apologies.
They have to be removed from UCT and
have to be killed.""%® The statement
suspending himfor two monthsread: "On
May 7, Mr Maxwele was given a
provisional suspension order because his
continued presence on the campus was
considered to pose a threat to the main-
tenance of good order. This provisional
suspension order was made final after a
hearing."®

Accusing the university of intimidation,
conspiracy and of using his suspension
to achieve political ends by silencing the
voices of student activists, Maxwele
challenged the suspension and released
his own version of events, complaining
about the tendency in the white world to
criminalise and treat as dangerous
savages black men.*® Hewas dissatisfied
with the manner in which the university
had handled his own complaint on the
meatter: "My complaint has not been dealt
with to date when the complaint against
me has been handled with haste and
decisiveness," he claimed.’® The univer-
sity released a statement refuting
Maxwel€'s' claims, an amnesty which
Maxwele dismissed as "purely
political",%® and citing its offer of "am-
nesty to protesters for a specific period
during which they illegally occupied two
UCT buildings and disrupted a council
meeting" as evidence of its fair-
mindedness in dealing with the RMF
campaigners. The suspension was
eventually overturned on technical
grounds by the independent university
student disciplinary tribunal%.
Disappointed with the outcome, the
university resolved to issue afresh a
suspension order, and to accord Maxwele
a right of appeal within 72 hours, a
procedureignored previously. According
to Maxwele, UCT acted without due
course when they suspended him a
second time, despite his vindication by
the discipline appeals committee.
Following his resuspension, Maxwele
turned to the Western Cape High Court
for justice. The court granted an interim
order allowing him to register and attend
classes and tutorials.’® It took a High
Court ruling in his favour for the
suspension to be set aside. To him this
was evidence of UCT wanting to silence
him at al costs.’® Tointerested observers
like Nlhlapho, thedisciplinary proceedings



against Maxwele was added proof that
"UCT, a white university, wants black
students to submit to white domination
without complaint, or that their complaint
be processed within the defined legal
channels, processed and reduced within
awhite dominated system, when 47% of
whites in South Africa already think
Apartheid was "not that bad"%
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of the Black Student Union at the University
of California, Berkeley, USA wrote: "We
write to express to you our strongest
solidarity as you embark in the courageous
struggle to take down one of Africa’s biggest
enemies, and colonizer, Cecil John Rhodes."
"We believe that, when we as Black students
and youth organize ourselves in a disciplined
manner, the decolonization of our education
and the total liberation of our people is
inevitable." Other displays of support came
from universities within South Africa, and
also from universities outside of South Africa
such as Oxford University and the
University of the West Indies. See http://
mg.co.zal/article/2015-03-26-
rhodesmustfall-protest-spreads-to-other-
campuses, accessed 05 October 2015

See University Assembly: The Rhodes Statue
and Transformation, https.//www.youtube.com/
watch/=eWV JnBVnyPc, accessed 07 October
2015. The students who read out these posts
reguested management do disengage itself
through positive action to demonstrate that



54.

55.

56.

they were not complicit in perpetuating such
racist innuendos.

For short critical analyses of the protests’
achievements and shortcomings, see Vito
Laterza and Ayanda Mangqoyi, http://
www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2015-11-
06-1ooking-for-leaders-student-protests-
and-the-future-of-south-african-
democracy/#.VkiN67-3ud8, accessed 15
November 2015; and David Dickinson,
http://theconversation.com/fee-protests-
point-to-a-much-deeper-probl em-at-south-
african-universities-49456, accessed 16
November 2015. Both articles insist on the
much deeper structural inequalities and
challenges at South African universities and
the wider society that need urgent attention.
On his part, Paul Kaseke makes a case for
student leaders to "be elected on merit, not
party affiliation,” arguing that the
momentum and solidarity generated by the
student protests were soon dissipated once
the party political considerations of the
various student leaders were prioritised over
and above the broader interests and concerns
of the student body. See http://
theconversation.com/why-student-leaders-
should-be-elected-on-merit-not-party-
affiliation-49549, accessed 17 November
2015. Kaseke's point is buttressed by the
situation at the University of the Western
Cape, where students continued the protests
despite the announcement on zero fee incre-
ment by President Zuma, calling on the
university to write-off student debts worth
more than R270-million, and resorting to
violence and physical confrontation to
make their case. In an article title "UWC
caught between a rock and a hard place,”
Thulani Ggirana bemoans the "demands that
lack legitimacy" as well as "a student lead-
ership not elected through a democratic
process,” and "who lack negotiation expe-
rience". See http://mg.co.zal/article/2015-
11-17-uwc-caught-between-a-rock-and-a-
hard-place, accessed 17 October 2015.

See Xolela Mangcu's Ripping the veil off
UCT’s whiter shades of pale University's
move to ‘downgrade’ race fails to hide the
truth about inequality, 6 July 2014, Sunday
Times, p. 18. See also: http://www.bdlive.co.zal
opinion/2014/11/03/sas-black-academics-are-
getting-raw-deal, accessed 06 October 2015;
Xolela Mangcu, 10 steps to develop black
professors, City Press, 20 July 2014.

See for example, Public debate:
Transformation in higher education, https:/
/www.youtube.com/watch?v=thiiUDelySw,
accessed 08 October 2015. This debate,
which took the form of a panel discussion,
was chaired by Sakhela Buhlungu. Titled

CODESRIA Bulletin, Nos 3 & 4, 2015 Page 90

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

‘The University and Society’ and hosted at
the Baxter Concert Hall on 21 October
2014, participating panellists were Dr Max
Price, UCT’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Jonathan Jansen, Rector and Vice-
Chancellor of the University of the Free
State, and Professor Mamokgethi Phakeng,
Vice Principal: Research and Innovation at
the University of South Africa

See http://mg.co.za/article/2015-03-06-
brazen-trickery-in-transformation, accessed
30 September 2015.

Further reflections on this issue, see for
example, Achille Mbembe, http://
wiser.wits.ac.za/system/files/
Achille%20M bembe%20-
%20Decol oni zing%20K nowledge%
20and%20the%20Question%200f %
20the%20Archive.pdf,

accessed 09 October 2015; http://
wiser.wits.ac.za/content/podcast-achille-
mbembes-public-lecture-decol onizing-
university-12046,

accessed 09 October 2015.

Many African countries have since regretted
the fact that they obtained token political
independence — usually derogatorily referred
to by critics as "flag independence" to the
detriment of the economic independence
they ought to have sought vigorously in
order to avoid the excessive economic
dependence on former colonial masters and
the West at large in the postcolonial era.
Kwame Nkrumah's slogan — seek ye first
the political kingdom and all else shall
follow —was an extravagant illusion to which
the post-apartheid ANC government seem
to have fallen prey.

See http://www.destinyman.com/2015/04/
23/ucts-latest-move-towards-
transformati on-may-not-be-the-best-way-
forward/, accessed 03 October 2015.

See http://www.mediaf orjustice.net/achille-
mbembes-state-of -south-african-politics-
undermines-black-south-africans/?fb_
action_ids=10154170807341124&fb
action_types=og.likes, accessed_

01 October 2015.

See Shose Kessi http://thoughtleader.co.za/
bl ackacademi ccaucus/2015/09/25/of - bl ack-
pain-animal-rights-and-the-politics-of -the-
belly/, accessed 01 October 2015.

See Shose Kessi http://thoughtleader.co.za/
bl ackacademi ccaucus/2015/09/25/of -black-
pain-animal-rights-and-the-politics-of -the-
belly/, accessed 01 October 2015.

See the following statements by Vice

Chancellor Max Price, beginning from 18
March, when returned from Senegal: Rhodes

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

statue protests and transformation http://
www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/?id=9034;
Appointment of Special Advisor to the Vice-
Chancellor on Transformation http://
www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/?1d=9212; UCT and
Rhodes Must Fall sign agreementhttp://
www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/?id=9175; UCT
grants amnesty to protesters http://
www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/?1d=9155; Urgent
update on the Rhodes statue and Bremner
occupation http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/
27d=9100; Response to Sunday |ndependent
article: ‘Adebajo distorts Price’s view on
Rhodes’ http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/
?1d=9068; Update on Rhodes statue and
occupation of Bremner Building http://
www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/21d=9063; Progress
in discussing the removal of Rhodes statue
http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/?id=9051;
Price applauds students for bringing
transformation issues into focus http://
www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/?id=9042. His
deputies and other instances of senior
management were equally busy.

See http://www.bdlive.co.za/national /2015/
04/10/botha-statue-may-be-toppled-next,
accessed 17 September 2015.

See CT Talks: Heritage, Signage and
Symbolism https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4NgpJOOM5Ho, accessed 06
October 2015.

See Martin Hall, http://www.bbc.com/news/
business-31945680, accessed 01 October
2015.

See http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/
western-cape/vice-chancellor-statue-shoul d-
be-moved-1.1833822#.VfXERpcedTZ,
accessed 02 October 2015.

See http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/
western-cape/vice-chancellor-statue-shoul d-
be-moved-1.1833822#.VfXERpced4TZ,
accessed 02 October 2015.

See http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/
western-cape/vice-chancell or-statue-shoul d-
be-moved-1.1833822#.VfXERpced4TZ,
accessed 02 October 2015.

Adekeye Adebajo, http://www.bdlive.co.za/
opinion/columnists/2015/03/23/debate-
over-rhodes-is-one-of-transformation,
accessed 02 October 2015.

Max Price, Response to Sunday |ndependent
article: ‘Adebajo distorts Price’s view on
Rhodes’, http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/
?1d=9068, accessed 06 October 2015.

See http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/
News/UCT-leadership-want-Rhodes-statue-
moved-20150325, accessed 02 October
2015. See also Hello Slaapstad, a vide on
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Rhodes Must Fall by Yazeed Kamaldien,
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=z2PV5D9LtA0O, accessed 07
October 2015.

Adam Habib, http://www.wits.ac.za/
newsroom/newsitems/201504/26107/
news_item_26107.html, accessed 05
October 2015. It is ironic though, that Habib
would fail to practice the very deep, engaging
deliberative conversation when confronted
with the case of Mcebo Dlamini, the
University of Witwatersrand SRC President,
who posted his admiration for Adolf Hitler
on Facebook, outraging the South African
Union of Jewish Students, among others.
Dlamini was summarily expelled from the
university, leading him to complain: "If |
was a white student, | wouldn’t have been
charged." See http://www.thedailyvox.co.za/
if-i-was-a-white-student-i-wouldnt-have-
been-charged-dlamini/, accessed 05 October
2015; see also, http://www.news24.com/
SouthAfrica/News/SRC-presidents-
comments-raci st-and-offensive-Wits-V C-
20150428, accessed 05 October 2015.
Subsequently, Habib was described as a
dictator by striking students protesting "a
10.5 per cent fee hike," with some referring
to him as "Adolf Habib." The fee increase
was said to affect black studentsin particular,
who continue to feel marginalised and to be
plagued by poverty. In the words of Mcebo
Dlamini, "We continue with the struggle to
educate black people. Wits must lead society
but they neglect us. Our families look up to
us to change this poverty cycle." When the
protesting students held VC Habib hostage,
the university Council was summoned
summarily and the decision to increase
tuition and residence fees was suspended, at
the end of a meeting that lasted 21 hours.
See http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/
gauteng/habib-held-hostage-by-students-
1.1931589#.VilShCsedTY and http://
mg.co.za/article/2015-10-17-wits-protest-
habib-forced-to-hear-student-demands,
accessed 17 October 2015; http://
www.timeslive.co.za/sundaytimes/stnews/
2015/10/18/Victory-for-students-as-Wits-
backs-off-on-fees, accessed 20 October
2015. See also a call for affordable
university student fees "to allow for greater
access to the poor, poor working class and
even middle class families" by Deputy
President Cyril Ramaphosa, http://
www.msn.com/en-za/news/education/
ramaphosa-calls-for-affordable-university-
fees/ar-AAfu7Yv2Ai=AAaxcOE, accessed 17
October 2015. The fees protests dubbed
"#FeesMustFall" on twitter caught on like
wildfire, spreading to other universities,
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including Rhodes, UCT and Stellenbosch,
resonating with students across the country,
and attracting international support and
solidarity from university students globally.
For details, see for example, http://
www.timeslive.co.za/local/2015/10/19/
Rhodes-shuts-down-as-students-blockade-
entrances; http://www.timeslive.co.za/
sundaytimes/stnews/2015/10/19/UCT-
appeals-for-calm-ahead-of-
Tuesday%E2%80%99s-fees-protest; http:/
Img.co.zalarticle/2015-10-19-
rhodesmipmustfall-brings-rhodes-
university-to-a-standstill, accessed 20
October 2015. These protests were evidence
not only of well-structured (even if
spontaneous and lacking in a central
coordinating leadership beyond the party
political affiliations of the individual
members of the different SRCs involved)
student movements countrywide, but also
of repeated statements by leaders of the
RMF movement that bringing down the
statue was just the beginning of along list of
items on their transformation menu,
including the right to free education
promised them in the constitution and
repeatedly reiterated by the ANC leadership,
including the late Nelson Mandela.
Following an emergency meeting of
university leaders nationwide in Cape Town
on Tuesday 20 October 2015 with the
Minister of Higher Education Blade
Nzimande, a meeting at which students were
represented, an agreement was reached to
cap fees increase at 6% for 2016. The
striking students rejected the agreement,
insisting on zero per cent increase. On
Wednesday 21 October, universities
nationwide were grounded by student action,
the highlight of which being the mobilising
of the police to disperse with violent force
a group of UCT and Cape Peninsular
University of Technology students who
descended on Parliament building in Cape
Town, requesting to be addressed by Minister
Nzimande. When the student protests
persisted and intensified, President Zuma
organised an emergency meeting at the
Union Buildings with vice-chancellors,
chairs of university councils and student
representatives on Friday 23 October, at
the end of which they resolved in favour of
"a zero increase of university fees in 2016."
A task team to address a package of
important related issues was also agreed
upon. Among the issues the team would
follow up on were demands for free
education, the need to address institutional
racism in universities, the question of the
extent of institutional autonomy for

75.

universities, and the challenge of
transformation of curricula and higher
education in South Africa. "Government
understands the difficulty faced by students
from poor households and urges all affected
to allow the process to unfold to find long
term solutions in order to ensure access to
education by our students,” President Zuma
urged. See http://www.scribd.com/doc/
286630723/President-Zuma-no-fee-
increase, accessed 23 October 2015. For
short critical analyses of the protests’
achievements and shortcomings, see Vito
Laterza and Ayanda Manqoyi, http://
www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2015-11-
06-looking-for-leaders-student-protests-
and-the-future-of-south-african-
democracy/#.VkiN67-3ud8, accessed 15
November 2015; and David Dickinson,
http://theconversation.com/fee-protests-
point-to-a-much-deeper-problem-at-south-
african-universities-49456, accessed 16
November 2015. Both articles insist on the
much deeper structural inequalities and
challenges at South African universities and
the wider society that need urgent attention.
On his part, Paul Kaseke makes a case for
student leaders to "be elected on merit, not
party affiliation," arguing that the
momentum and solidarity generated by the
student protests were soon dissipated once
the party political considerations of the
various student leaders were prioritised over
and above the broader interests and concerns
of the body. See http://
theconversation.com/why-student-leaders-
should-be-elected-on-merit-not-party-
affiliation-49549, accessed 17 November
2015. Kaseke's point is buttressed by the
situation at the University of the Western
Cape, where students continued the protests
despite the announcement on zero fee
increment by President Zuma, calling on
the university to write-off student debts
worth more than R270-million, and
resorting to violence and physical
confrontation to make their case. In an
article title "UWC caught between a rock
and a hard place," Thulani Ggirana bemoans
the "demands that lack legitimacy" as well
as "a student leadership not elected through
a democratic process,” and "who lack
negotiation experience". See http://
mg.co.zalarticle/2015-11-17-uwc-caught-
between-a-rock-and-a-hard-place, accessed
17 October 2015.

student

See statement issued by Pat Lucas, dated 27
March 2015, titled, Further Info on UCT
Senate Vote in Favour of Moving Rhodes'
Statue.
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In September the university issued an update
on the application for a permanent removal,
announcing that it had sought and obtained
an extension of the deadline for the
submission of the application for permanent
removal of the Rhodes Statue and Heritage
Statement, from 28 September 2015 to 12
November 2015, in order to allow for
extensive comments from all parties
concerned. See http://www.uct.ac.za/
dailynews/?1d=9367, accessed 05 October
2015.

See The short rise and long fall of Rhodes
statue, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Y-rTQrybZpk, accessed 07
October 2015.

See http://www.bdlive.co.za/national/2015/
04/10/video-the-short-rise-and-long-fall-
of-rhodes-statue, accessed 17 September
2015.

See Kwezilomso Mbandazayo, United Front
Interim National Co-Convenor, http://
www.politicsweb.co.za/politics/students-
shoul d-unite-in-struggl e-agai nst-failed-u,
accessed 05 October 2015.

Tasneem Essop http://www.thedailyvox.co.zal
student-rage-and-the-battle-for-
transformation-at-sas-universities/, accessed
05 October 2015. For more at University
of Witwatersrand where students have
joined the revolutionary bandwagon, and
"standing up to the conditions of whiteness
their parents accepted, confronting a
colonial history manifest in the present,”
as Greg Nicolson puts it, see his review of a
documentary titled "Decolonising Wits," by
Aryan Kaganof, http://
www.dailymaverick.co.zalarticle/
2015-07-15-decolonising-wits-a-
disconnect-of-content-and-context/
#.Vfhblpced4TZ, accessed 05 October 2015.

.See https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=sF3rTBQTQkA4,
accessed 05 October 2015.

It led to the production of a documentary
Luister [Listen], a film exposing South
Africa’'s ongoing racism problem, with
Stellenbosch University as a case in point.
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/
sep/07/luister-south-africa-film-racism-
stellenbosch, accessed 05 October 2015. See
also, Greg Nicolson, http://
www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2015-09-
01-stellenbosch-luister-could-lead-to-
change/#.VfmAjpcedTZ, accessed 05
October 2015; for the Stellenbosch
University appearance before Higher
Education Portfolio Committee in
Parliament, see https://www.youtube.com/
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watch?v=3cufFANkFug, accessed 05

October 2015.

Jonathan Jansen, http://www.rdm.co.za/
politics/2015/09/03/campuses-in-sa-are-in-
turmoil.-what-s-the-root-cause-of-the-
upheaval, 05 October 2015.

See http://www.sun.ac.za/english/Lists/news/
DispForm.aspx?ID=3172, accessed 13
November 2015.

85 See South Africa's Stellenbosch University

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.
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92.

93.
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aims to drop Afrikaans after protests, http:/
/www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-
34807291, accessed 13 November 2015.

See Milton Nkosi, Why South African
students want to be taught in English, http:/
/www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-
34811562, accessed 16 November 2015.

See http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/
2d=9155, accessed 20 September 2015.

See http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/
?21d=9155, accessed 20 September 2015.

See http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/
?21d=9155, accessed 20 September 2015.

See http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/
2d=9212, accessed 21 September 2015.

See http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/
?21d=9212, accessed 21 September 2015.

See http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/
?21d=9212, accessed 21 September 2015.

See Harry Garuba, http://mg.co.za/article/
2015-04-17-what-is-an-african-curriculum,
accessed 04 October 2015.

See Harry Garuba, http://mg.co.za/article/
2015-04-17-what-is-an-african-curriculum,
accessed 04 October 2015.

See also Decolonizing the Curriculum by
Prof Lungisile Ntsebeza filmed by Wandile
Kasibe, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JF8KV QSQCnk, accessed 08
October 2015. In his address, Ntsebeza, who
says he is not out to change anyone's course,
discusses a university wide course he
envisages on the teaching of Africa,
including the possibility of offering a major
in African studies. The fact that he is still
talking in rudimentary terms is an indication
that little of substance, especially
structurally, has changed in the teaching of
Africa at UCT since the Mamdani years.
For additional insights and reflections
provoked by RMF, see Cherry Bomb, on
colonia legacies and the violence of liberal
whiteness at UCT — April 2015, http://
fleurmach.com/2015/07/14/on-colonial-
| egaci es-and-the-viol ence-of-whiteness-at-
uct-april-2015/, accessed 09 October 2015;
Puleng Segalo, http://www.ru.ac.za/media/
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98.

99.

100

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

rhodesuniversity/content/
equityinstitutional culture/documents/
Reflections%200n%20Conference%20-
%20P%20Segal 0,%20UNI| SA %20.pdf,
accessed 09 October 2015.

Clearly revolted by the act, Simon Lincoln
Reader represents it as follows:

Desecrating anything with human faeces is
one of the most contemptible forms of
protest; in the context of the University of
Cape Town debacle, it was worsened by the
reality that staff — black staff — were left
to sanitise the defiled statue of Cecil John
Rhodes. It has been near-impossible to gauge
the objective due in part to the blinding
incoherence of the protest leader — a
troubled boy who has an impressive rap
sheet of attention-seeking. See http://
www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/columnists/2015/
03/27/one-monument-cannot-capture-all-
countrys-ills, accessed 03 October 2015.

See detailed UCT press statement on the
matter, http://www.uct.ac.za/dailynews/
?1d=9198, accessed 03 October 2015.

See http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/
News/Maxwele-My-comments-about-
whites-just-allegations-20150608, accessed
03 October 2015.

See http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/
News/UCT-students-suspension-lifted-on-
technical-grounds-20150612, 03 October
2015.

. See http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/
News/UCT-rejects-M axwel e-conspiracy-
theory-claims-20150609, accessed 03
October 2015.

See http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/
News/Poo-flinging-UCT-student-says-
suspension-is-politically-motivated-
20150511, accessed 03

October 2015.

See http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/
News/Students-suspensi on-not-rel ated-to-
protests-UCT-20150515, accessed 03
October 2015.

See http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-
africa/western-cape/uct-amnesty-purely-
political-maxwele-
1.1860007#.VfXD8JcedTZ, accessed 03
October 2015.

See http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/
News/UCT-students-suspension-lifted-on-
technical-grounds-20150612, 03 October
2015.

See http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/
News/Interim-order-allows-Maxwel e-to-
attend-UCT-classes-20150722, accessed
05 October 2015.



106. See http://citizen.co.zal/772402/maxwele-
wins-case-against-racist-uct/, accessed 04
October 2015.

107. Tokelo Nhlapo, http://
www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/
2015-03-11-ucts-poo-protest-violence-
is-a-perfect-reaction/#.VfXL4JcedTZ,

accessed 04 October 2015.
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Scars of Memory and Scales of Justice: Rethinking
Political Assassinations in Post-colonial Africa

"We are mourning here ... not his death
but the manner in which he met his
death. Evenif it takes 100 years, wewant
to know why hewaskilled and by who...
The Daily Nation, March 17, 1975.
Mwai Kibaki , On JM Kariuki’s assassi-
nation in Kenya.

Preamble

Many African independent states have
been unabl e to sufficiently marshal their
enormous human and material resources
to achieve a lasting political stability,
economic growth and sustainable
devel opment. Sinceindependence, many
countries have witnessed an extensive,
disturbing and systematic history of
politically motivated killings and
assassinations. The African regimeshave
presided over shocking and sometimes
brutally effective record of inhumanelaws,
harassment, impri-sonment, torture and
other forms of oppression to terrorize,
silence or otherwise neutralizethosewith
dissenting views to the establishment.

Sadly, while such state perpetrated
atrocities have been committed against
citizens, there has never been any form
of official acknowledgement or apology.
For instance, Kenya had been ruled by
regimes which have had no respect for
human rights, the rule of law, social
justice, transparency, accountability
and other trends of democracy. It is
against this background that a Truth,
Justice and Reconciliation Commission
(TIRC) was established in Kenya to
expose the colonial menaces of land
grabbing, massacres, theimmediate post-
independent frames of assas-sinations, as
well as the late indepen-dence skeletons
of state killings, the “ethnic clashes’; and
the economic scandals.

Today, nations throughout the world are
coming to terms with their pasts; Europe
withitscolonial history, Americaitsdark
past of slavery, South Africa’s vicious
apartheid and Germany with the scar sl eft
fromtwo totalitarian regimes. Within this
evolving process of dealing with the pagt,
the issue of compensating victims has
often been at the forefront of the public
discourse.

BabereK erataChacha
LaikipiaUniversity
Kenya

Introduction

While speaking to agroup of scholars at
the Taylor Institute of Oxford University,
on atopic titled: Scars of Memory and
the Scales of Justice!. Wole Soyinka,
struggled to engagein arather controver-
sia subject of memory and forgiveness
when he openly wondered how modern
societies should respond to the com-
mission of despicable actsin public life
occurring on a systemic level; Commis-
sions of acts such as davery in the US,
apartheid in South Africa, or eventyranny
through the hands of individual tyrants
in Africa. Soyinka concluded that forgi-
veness as "a value is far more humanly
exacting than vengeance... yet cannot
swallow the proposition that it will, by
itself, suffice". Most importantly though,
in this juxtaposition, and like E. P.
Thompson, Soyinka admonished histo-
rianswho rescue the " casualties of history
...from enormous condensation of
posterity2....by reconstituting the
vanished components of the world we
have lost...

These casualties are the heroes who
suffered or were wounded or even killed
either asindividuals or as a group while
states and governments made efforts to
erase their memories from the public
sphere. Consequently, to help societies
to heal and bring to justice past atrocities
committed by those in such autocratic
regimes, historianswould indeed engage
in tenuous exercises of indulgence by
evoking those memories and bringing
them to people’s attention.

Inasimilar controversy over the subject,
Americans too were recently caught by
the fin-de-siecle disposition of past cen-
turies memories. This was revealed at a
conference organized by the Omuhondro
Institute at Elimina Beach, Cape Coast
Ghana in 2007. One of the participants
reported that he had made a request to
thethen American President, George Bush

Il to grant permission to set up amuseum
of memory to commemorate slave trade
and slavery. Thereluctant Bushissaid to
have replied and told him that the
‘strength of Americans liesin what they
forget and not necessarily what they can
remember.....why then bring bad memory
to them again? This was indeed a very
controversial answer concerning the use
of memory and quite significantly; history.

Indeed, Kammen's Mystic Chords of
Memory adequately hooks us onto this
wagon of argument, when he notes that
Americans too are devoted to memory.
Kammen proves this character by
chronicling the growth and devel opment
of historical societies, erections of histo-
rical monuments, government funding for
preservation, and academic and popular
sentiments through documented
testimonies, public lectures, and private
letters. He demonstrates Americas pra-
gmatic approach to memory; the things
they choose to remember and the things
they choose to forget. A magjor theme in
his exposition is the ways in which
nations have utilized the past in order to
reconstruct an adequate national identity.®

Collective memorieswork much the same
way; they foster and define group
identities, telling agroup of peoplewhere
they have come from, who they are and
how they should act in the present and
future.* In comparison, Kenya still
stubbornly clings to its past; it has an
uncertain past haunted by a series of
mysterious murders and state sponsored
killings and for this reason, for many
decades now, the country is faced with
an uncertain future that is characterized
by ethnic mistrust and fear. This is the
ultimate reason why TJRC was formed,
not only to help Kenyans to venture and
exposetheir dark past and cometo terms
withit, but to aso account for theillsthat
have shaped their history.

Nevertheless, alongside such under-
standing of Soyinka and George Bush 11
on official nationa memory, as concre-
tised in remembering or forgetting, we
know that numerous sub-national
memories are often maintained and
transmitted on amoreinformal basis. For



instance, whileofficial memory of political
Mau Mau assassinations and extra-
judicial murderswas suppressed through
decades of state-endorsed amnesia,
published memoirsof former fightersand
detainees of the rebellion allowed Mau
Mau to stay alivein the public memory.

In the wider African context, orality as
captured in historical narrativesplay abig
role in maintaining and transmitting
memories. What do relativesor friends of
the victims of assassination or state
sponsored killings remember and feel
about this? What grudges do they have?
How can they be addressed? The key role
of orality, and in this case; the narratives
of the established commissionsof inquires
play avita roleasprimary foci of memory.®

Through the truth commissions and
public hearings, awindow of opportunity
has opened to hel p those whose memories
had been suppressed to speak out and
express their fear, anger and pain. In
addition, the duty to remember and
address the past is essential in helping
ensure that future generations ‘never
again’ repeat such violations, and the
ability of memorials to preserve and
communicate memory and history is
invaluable in the process.

Pierre Norahasargued that material sites
of memory can become more about the
production of history than the preser-
vation of memory; distinguishing
between the two where memory ‘remains
in permanent evolution, open to the
dialectic of remembering and forgetting’
while history is ‘the reconstruction,
always problematic and incomplete, of
what is no longer’.® The construction of
memorials, monuments, public holidays
and specia days may alow re-remem-
bering. Memorialscan only fulfil their role
if they have some meaning to society,
allowing the transfer of memory through
active processes of remembrance such as
intended visits to, and engagement with
them. While the Kenyan state may be
applauded on the facilitation of the exis-
ting monuments and national holidays, it
is still not sufficient enough to sustain
such memories.

Inthisregard, therefore, historical review
of political assassinations and extra-
judicial killingsin Kenyawill to alarge
extent, ameliorate social and political
dilemmas that has shrouded and become
part of the continent’s institutional
architecture. However, the path from
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public history-telling in this country to
national political transformation is often
elusive and biased. This is so, mainly
because Kenyaisinastate of denial. Itis
denying its past and its present and it is
denying its future. The Kenyan state is
suffering from what Onyango-Olokacalls
a‘calculated historical amnesia or what
has been referred to as ‘selective am-
nesia’. Kenyans tend to choose what to
remember and what to forget.

Memory is often seen as a prerequisite
for healing the wounds of the past, and
therefore a necessary condition for
reconciliation, both onanindividual level
aswell asin politicsand society. For only
thosewho remember the past will beable
to prevent the recurrence of evils from
the past. It would therefore be morally
callous and possibly unjust to simply
dismiss every historical injustice as
superseded by the passage of time.
Unfortunately, al former headsof statein
Kenya have dismissed the past and
admonished citizens to forge ahead and
forget the past in popular aphorism:
tusahau yaliyopita tuanze upya meaning,
lets forget the past and forge ahead.

Asageneral issue, the challenge of dea
ling with any historical injustice touches
on a wide range of deeply contested yet
essential concepts in contemporary
political philosophy, among them; nature
of justice, rights and responsibility. It is
however, ultimately true that truth
commissions do in no way give definite
answers to those yearning for the actual
things as they happened, but will be able
to identify those that are considered
historical injustices and will try as much
as possible to deal with the subject of
truth and answer thefollowing questions;
How much normative weight should we
give to the past in deliberations about
what we oweto each other? Which histo-
rical injustice matters and why? Towhom
are reparations owed (if any)? Who
should pay them? What form of repa-
ration? Understanding and dealing with
moral consequences of the past is one of
the most important political issue of our
time, and yet also the most intractable.

In fact, in matters of theorisation of
transitional justice, contributions from
historians have always been conspicuous
intheir absence asHannah Franzki argues
...if anything, the ‘turn to history’ of
societies wishing to come to terms with
their violent past is perceived as an
encroachment on or a distortion of

academic historiography.” However, in
reviewing Berber Bevernage's book
‘History, Memory, and Sate-Sponsored
Violence' Franzki thinksthat it isaproof
that such an engagement is pertinent to
both the field of transitional justice and
history initself asadiscipline. Ananalysis
of truth commissions and their practical
use of history shedslight onthe ‘politics
of time’ that are at work in transitiona
justice practices.

Political Assassinations, the State
and the Scare of Nationhood:
A Theoretical Perspective

Political assassinations, just likeasinwar
have bred insecurity at unprecedented
proportionsin many concerned countries
around the world. The assassination's
historical importance lies in a horde of
factors; the most pertinent being the
global context in which it took place, its
impact on politics since then and the
overall legacy of the assassinated as
national or political leaders. Rightly,
assassinations are amongst the highest
profile acts of political violence, and
conventional wisdom holds that such
events often have substantial political,
social, and economic effects on states.

It has been argued that states are among
the most prolific killers; this reflects the
fact that assertions of state power are
necessary factorsin the establishment of
socia order. Theédlitesholding powerina
state often use killing to maintain their
political authority and use the lethal
power of the state to do so. The range of
killings undertaken by such despotic
regimes include; execution, war, mas-
sacres, and genocide. Such killings occur
in aunique context in which killing may
become bureaucratized. Salient sociolo-
gical issues include the nature of
nationalism, the capacity of the state to
legitimate killing, and the creation of
command killers.® However, why do
nations occur especialy indevelo-
ping countries?

In a paper titled: Why Kill Paliticians?
Bruno S. Frey® developed a model of
analysisonwhat he calls‘the Demand to
Assassinate Politicians’. He identified
different motivations for launching an
assassination. One, isto achieve political
change or as Schumpeter ° and Downs
supports: to survive in elections; the
second, is pegged on the premises that
the expected effect on policy is larger
whenthereisonepoliticianin chargethan



if the policy isdetermined by acommittee
of (equal) politicians. This person, Frey
argues, it may beaKing, aPresident or a
PrimeMinister, playsaprominent roleand
has some unrestricted room to act
according to hisor her preferences. Heor
she therefore becomes the object of
didlike or hatred by a number of indivi-
duals some of which may exert ademand
for killing the ruler. However, assassina-
tion may also occur when thereisno well-
determined succession rule. Again in a
centrally planned economy, and in a
society without well-developed civil units
-such as independent trade unions,
churches and private clubs-there is a
stronger incentivetokill theruler.

Assassinations can also occur in a more
fractionalized a society, for instance, the
more distinctive ethnicitiesand religions
there are, the more their interests differ,
and the more aggressive they are, the
more difficult it is for aruler to satisfy
their preferences, and the more likely he
or she will be attacked. It can also occur
where there is a strong international
engagement of a country extends the
bordersof influence of national politicians
and therewith makes the ruler more
involved in fractiona strife. As a result
the demand to assassinate the ruler is
larger. Finally, assassinations at some
extreme cases may be executed to attract
media attention by the would-be assas-
sins camouflaged as hired mercenaries.

Assassinations in Africa have been em-
ployed as a political tool since indepen-
dence, marking, altering, or determining
the course of events through modern
African History. It has been said that
terror and assassinations is the mains-
pring of despotic government. Even in
contemporary times, the sins of assass-
ination and its forms continue to plague
most countries. In addition, acts of
violence, such as ethnic tensions and
coup de tats, executions, and civil wars,
have continued to haunt societies and
political systems in the twenty first
century Africa.

Apart from affecting or killing thevictim,
assassinations have direct consequences
upon critical social-economic and political
ingtitutions and the targeted individual
nation as a whole.? As studied and
expounded by political theory and
history, assassinations and assassination
attempts of critical political personalities
have far-reaching political and societal
consequences and repercussions. For
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instance, the sudden and unexpected
murder of ahead of state or high-ranking
official would not only interfere with a
nation's political effectiveness, but also
promulgates terror and unrest within a
government.®* Most significantly, assas-
sinations and attempts to assassinate
often disturb or change the focus of
domestic and foreign policy within anation.

Today, the International law differentiates
between state-sponsored and non- state-
sponsored assassinations.’* When an
assassination is committed by a group
that isnot linked with agovernment or by
anindividual acting alone, it is not state-
sponsored. There have been many well-
known assassinations of this type
throughout history. Assassinations that
are not backed by states are usually
treated as murders in the nations where
they occur. Because no state is answe-
rable, they usually do not infringe upon
theinternational law.™> Except in the case
of international criminal law, only states
can be held accountable for violating
international law.®

Assassinations generally reflect aviola
tion of the international law against
treachery inwar or aggressionin timesof
peace.r” Further, it is possible, although
less likely, that individuals or groups of
individuals accused of assassination
could be held responsible for committing
genocide or crimes against humanity.
Assassination could therefore rise to the
level of acrimeagainst humanity only if it
waspart of asystematic or prevalent pattern
of attacks against acivilian population.

In Kenya, Tom Mboya's assassination
can rightly be viewed as a classic
country's root of evil manifested in that
in lessthan a decade after independence,
it became astumbling block to theideals
of national unity, economicindependence
and pan-African solidarity that Mboya
had championed, as well as a shattering
blow to the hopes of millions of Kenya
for freedom and material prosperity.

No matter how welook at it, themerethreat
of assassination has always played a
pivotal role in the history of human
politics. It has also had a profound socio-
economic impact upon al nations. Today,
political leaders all over the world are
routinely protected from motivated and
opportunistic ns. Nations adapt to
this threat by implementing defensive
strategies, which require the expenditure
of time, effort, and resources.®® In sum,
political assassinations in Africa have

punctuated most political regimes; Egypt,
historically, has had the most assas-
sinationsat 16, followed by South Africa
(12), Algeria(11) and Nigeriaat 10.

Exemplified below are some of the most
prominent assassinations committed in
Africasince attainment of independence
of States morethan 50 years ago. Congo-
lese Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba, a
pro-communist was natedin 1961,
while Sylvanus Olympio, leader of Togo
waskilledin 1963. Hendrik Verwoed, the
Prime Minister of South Africa was
stabbed to deathin Parliament in 1966 and
in the same year, Johnson Aguiyi-lronsi
whowas Nigeria smilitary Head of State
and the Prime Minister Sir Abubakar
Tafawa Balewa were exterminated in
bloody military coups.

Inthe 1970s, political murders continued
with the murder of Ugandan Chief Justice
Benedicto Kiwanukain 1972 and that of
theArchbishop of Uganda, Janani Luwum
in1977.%° Seve Biko, South Africa santi-
apartheid crusader was battered to death
by would be law custodians in police
custody in 1974, while Francois
Tombalbaye, the President of Chad,
followed suit a year later. In Nigeria,
President Murtala Mohammed could not
escape the assassin’s bullet in 1976.

Liberian President William Tolbert Jr led
thelist of those nated in the 1980s
when he was gunned down during the
1980 military coup. Pragmatic Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat was shot during a
military parade in 1981, while in 1987,
Burkina Faso Head of State Thomas
Sankara succumbed to the bullet.

While multipartism swept throughout
Africa following the disintegration of
Eastern Europe in the 1990s political
murders were still an eyesore in Africa.
Rifaat al-Mahgoub, speaker of the
Egyptian parliament in 1990 wasthefirst
casualty while Samuel Doe, the President
of Liberiacould not be spared of theritual
the same year. Chris Hani, the leader of
South African Communist Party could not
survive to witness a rainbow state as he
waseliminated in 1993, whilethe sky was
never to bethelimit for Rwandese Presi-
dent Juvenal Habyarimana in power as
the plane carrying him was brought down
inpiecesin1994. Ibrahim BareMainassara,
President of Niger was equally vanquished
in 1999 but the shooting of Congolese
President Laurent Kabilain 2001 by his
own body guards was utterly shocking.
Thelist could go on.®



Inthewider East Africa, however, Kenya
seemsto bethe most nation happy
nation with less than 10 major political
murders, while Burundi three Prime
Ministers were assassinated; Louis
Rwangasore(1961), PierreNgendandumwe
(1965) and Joseph Bamina (1965). Uganda
has had two assassinations during the
dictatoria regime of 1di Amin thoughin
his book State of Blood Henry Kyemba
who was trusted Minister in the regime
putsthefigureat 150, while Tanzaniahas
recorded only one nation, the 1972
murder of the first President of Zanzibar
and first Vice President of Tanzania,
SheikhAbeid Karume.

Kenyahashad six major political assassi-
nations the most prominent being the
murders of Pio GamaPinto, Tom Mboya,
J. M. Kariuki, Bruce MacKenzie, Robert
Ouko, and Crispin Odhiambo Mbai. The
sequential cases of political assassination
in Kenyaaswell asthe mysteriouscircu-
mstances in which they have occurred
have put the country in a turbulent
situation. Theinconclusive statein which
they have remained and the ‘bloody’
political war that emerged in some part of
the country, heightening particularly the
contest between the Luo and Kikuyu
haveturned the Kenyapolitical terraininto
a boiling cauldron, where the nation is
often but rudely awoken to the news of
yet another conflict.?

Conclusion

Since independence, successive regimes
have employed political assassinations
and state sponsored killings to silence
those with dissenting views and entrench
themselves into leadership and further
silence the masses. Viewed in the lens of
modern Kenya, thesekillings haveraised
sentiments of repugnance and maddening
bust of indignation. To a country living
under a law-abiding and ultra-human
government, thereiscertainly something
repugnant in the conduct of leaders who
being bound to afford protection, alow
such to occur; a replica of the worst
dictatorial government of our next door
neighbour Idi Amin whose state spon-
sored gangs-State Research Bureau
massacred thousands of Ugandans both
professionals and civilians who were
perceived to be a threat to the despotic
regime.

While motives have varied; from expe-
diency of punishing certain crimes,
getting rid of political competition,
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weeding ambitious politicians, perceived
"dissidents" of the government or those
who posed as "threats' to power, state
involvement and subsequent cover ups
using decoys in awell-oiled and preme-
ditated assassination machinery have
been employed inthe mgjority of political
murders. Propaganda and Commissions
of Enquiry are often used as smoke-
screens to get into "the bottom of the
matter," but are nothing more than public
relations exercises to mask the motives
and faces behind the assassinations.
Prominent figures in government are
normally involved. Key witnessesinto the
assassinations disappear or die myste-
riously. No real perpetrators, for that
reason, have ever been brought to book
and majority of those found guilty were
only scapegoats of the regime and the
security systemwhichisextensively used
in most of the political assassinations.
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The Human Project and the Temptations of Religion

The world in which we live today is
impacted on by many conflictsinvolving
religion. Much of thisreligiousconflictis
taking place on the African continent
which is an obvious cause for concern.
In this regard consider the conflicts that
erupted in Central African Republic,
Nigeria, Mdli, Somalia, Algeria, Egypt,
Libya, Niger, Chad, Sudan, Kenya, etc.
Since we live in a supposedly scientific
agewith its concomitant secularism, this
would seem a bit surprising. According
to prominent theorists in the history of
anthropology such as Emile Durkheim
(1915), JamesFrazer (1890, 1922), Lucien
Levy-Bruhl (1923), E.E. EvansPritchard
(1937), Levy Strauss(1966), et al., human
history is characterised by increases in
human technological and scientific
advancement through the ages. For
example, it is common knowledge that
human technology improved its scope
through the successive stages of the
Lithic (Stone) Age, the Bronze Age, and
thelronAge. At the sametime, according
to the anthropol ogists mentioned above,
human cultures have gone through
successive cognitive stages according to
which the first stage was the age of
reliance on magical thinking whereby
humans in their attempts to explain
phenomena imbued inanimate objects
with animistic powers. Thus, rocks, trees,
rivers, etc. all were seen to exercise
conscious powers over humans who in
turn became their votaries and engaged
in regular ritual practices including
sacrifices meant to appease and adulate
them. Such sacrifices often involved the
ritual slaughter of animals and the
sacrificial killing of humans.

But despite the fact that certain animals
were being sacrificed some acquired the
status of being sacred as in the case of
Indian Hinduism, where the cow, the

LansanaKeta
Kwara State University
Nigeria

monkey , and the tiger were designated
as sacred. Astime progressed, the votary
objects were anthropomorphised as they
acquired human characteristics. They
became gods and goddesses and,
although residing in other realms,
managed and controlled human affairs.
Ancient Egyptian and Greeks gods are of
this category. The endpoint of all of this
was that as knowledge of the empirical
world grew, agency in mattersinvolving
causality was ascribed increasingly less
to anthropomorphised deities but to
humans themselves. Humans becamethe
measure of al things for many thinkers
and less reliance was placed on the
invented deities. But only a minority of
humans have attained this stage of
cognitive development. Religious belief
till holds sway for the vast mgjority of
the world's popul ation.

But continuing with the issue of the
evolution of human metaphysical
thinking, in this instance religious
thinking, one notes that for most of
human anthropologica history humans
were disposed to create their gods in
polytheistic fashion, There was alwaysa
chief god but there were other gods who
were seen to be occupied with specific
aspects of human existence. Another
aspect of note concerning human-created
gods is that they were not perceived as
beings of moral perfection. They were
powerful and influential but not morally
perfect. Apart from Ancient Egypt, the
case of the Yoruba of West Africaisinte-
resting in that one has here apolytheistic
culture with atranscon-tinental reach in
the sense that the Yoruba deities are

highly influential in placeslike Brazil and
Cubain the Western Hemisphere.

But what is of specific interest for this
paper is the fact that there developed a
specific branch of god worship that was
strictly monotheistic according to which
the sole god was imbued with infinite
power and an infinite moral scope that
was directly and indirectly ‘goodness
oriented’ . Reference hereisto Abrahamic
religions of Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam that are adhered to by the mgjority
of the world’s population. There was a
precursor to this form of deity in the
monotheistic religion of the Ancient
Egyptian heretic pharaoh, Akhenaten.
The founder of psychiatry, Sigmund
Freud (1939) argued in Moses and
Monotheism that the monotheistic
concept of the Jews was adopted from
Akhenaten’s heretical formulation of a
single deity. And it was this possibly
adapted monotheistic religion of the West
Asian Hebrews (Jews) that set a large
portion of the world on the path towards
monotheism. Theinitial Hebrew narrative
from Moses to Christ was later adapted
to the Arabian culture of West Asia. Yet
there are other notable metaphysical
systemsthat hold sway over asignificant
portion of humanity. They are the Asian
metaphysical systems: Hinduism and
Buddhism. Oneinteresting feature about
them is that there is no ultimate finality
for theliving humanindividual giventhat
physical finality is rescued through the
conceptsof reincarnation and karma. The
human body dies but its spriritual
doppelganger lives on to enter another
newly born individual. The life fortunes
of the newly born would then be
determined by moral debitsand credits of
the soul’s previous life. Buddhism
maintains both reincarnation and karma
but in the context of an evolving



consciousness which is distinct from the
origina humanform of Hinduism. But the
most noteworthy characteristic of both
metaphysical systemsasreligionsisthat
there is no single deity endowed with
infinite physical and moral powers. Inthis
regard both metaphysical religious
systems are quite distinct from the
Abrahamic religions according to which
asingle deity holds total sway.

Themost interesting characteristic of the
Abrahamic deity is that he is male and
deemed to be not only infinitely powerful
but also infinitely ‘good’ in the strictly
normative sense of that term. The
directionsoffered to humans by thisdeity
are relayed to the adherents by chosen
individuals named ‘ prophets’ who are
then assigned special status by the
adherents themselves. What is of crucial
importancein the monotheistic paradigm
isthat the belief in thewhole narrativeis
determined by faith, thusthetruth claims
that constitute the narrative are not
subject to doubt. Empirical and causal
proof that is required of the natural
sciences does not apply in this case.
Credo quia credo serves as the bulwark
against any epistemological query. This
characteristic of the monotheistic
paradigm facilitatesitstotalising ontology.
Themonctheistic faiths—unlikeempirical
science—offer acompl ete explanation of
all phenomenaintime and in space under
theholistic supervision of theall powerful
deity, the ultimate arbiter and controller
of all events and phenomena. That isthe
version of truth accepted on faith by the
faithful. Empirical science founded on
experiment and critical analysis cannot
rival this ontological structure of belief
because science accepts the fact that
knowledgeisfalible and that thereisno
provable theory of everything. Thus the
monotheistic religions continue to be
dominant on account of the epistemo-
logical limitations of even halistic scien-
tific theories. In fact, totalising attempts
to understand the world under the rubric
of science have been condemned on the
basisof promoting what iscalled scientism.

Yet no such caveats exist regarding the
faithful of themonotheistic religions. The
term religion derives etymologically, as
many sources claim, from the Latin verb
‘ligare’ which means to bind. In other
words, religions bind their adherents to
belief systems based on an unalloyed
faith. Inthisregard, thereare many among
the faithful who act with utmost confi-
dence on the dictates of their faith. It is
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this lack of circumspection that leads to
unreflective behaviour that brings
violence, pain, and grief to many humans.

Humans, as sensory beings existing in a
world of empirically sensed phenomena,
place great store by truth, i.e., the actual
state of affairs. It is for this reason that
science has gained in ascendancy. Its
truth claims can be readily confirmed or
refuted. Theorist of scientific metho-
dology, Carl Popper, argued effectively
that what endows a scientific theory with
its cognitive tenor is its capacity to
withstand regular and increasingly robust
tests which could proveit falsified. This
explainsthefact that scientific claimsthat
were once taken as valid and sound but
were subsequently shown to be false
abound in the annals of science. Still, on
account of its successes, science has
proven to be a great epistemological
temptress on the basis of its effective
empirical yidd. Similarly, thetemptations
of religion abound on account of itsfaith-
bound temptations. But yet, faith like
science needs an auditor. If not, peace
will be perpetually threatened as the
historically numerous wars based on
religious identity demonstrate. Africais
immensely and unfortunately plagued by
this phenomenon in present times.

Indl this, what thenisthe human project?
On account of the fact that humans have
been biologically equipped with acentral
nervous system unigue among nature's
biological creatures, it would seem
incumbent on them to optimise their
efforts to get an understanding of the
universeinwhichthey live. Thishasbeen
the case at two levels: theempirical level
and the metaphysical level. The history
of humankind is characterised by
attempts to increase knowledge of the
workings of the empirical world for
survival purposes. Thiswasthe basisfor
the improvements in human technology
and the foundations of empirical science.
Certain regularitiesin nature in terms of
cause and effect were observed and such
became the later basis for the establish-
ment of scientific laws. But empirical
knowledge though testable would not be
enough for full cognitive satisfaction.
Empirical knowledge understood interms
of cause and effect could offer answers
to ‘process questions, that is, to ques-
tions asking how phenomena occur but
such knowledge was ill-equipped to
explain the ultimate meaning and signi-
ficance of phenomena, in other words, the
ultimate ‘why’ questions. Thisis not to

deny of coursethat scientists—especialy
theoretical physicists — have been
attempting to answer the ultimate ‘why’
question, asin the case of Hawking(2010)
asthelatest popular example of such. Yet
even though such explanations offer
‘theories of everything' they do not
answer the metaphysical questions of
ultimate cause in terms of the ‘why’
guestion. One popular question of this
nature is ‘why is there not nothing’
instead of the existence of phenomena.
One possible answer is that it is impos-
sible that there could ever be nothing
since nothing, by definition, isan identi-
fiable something. The cognate argument
isthat if phenomenaexist they must exist
for a purpose.

It is at this point that metaphysical
systems enter the picture often in the
guiseof religioustheory. Thebasic claim
isthat full explanatory knowledge of the
universe cannot be obtained through
empirical investigation but only through
a posit that an extrasensory conscious-
ness endowed with cognitive and moral
sensibilities is the ultimate agent and
cause of al phenomena. Themonotheistic
Abrahamic religions are clear on this
matter. Everything isexplained by way of
the consciousness of thisultimate arbiter.
But the posit goes beyond this with
respect to the Abrahamic religions. Only
certain chosen individuals can have
access to the knowledge and moral
principles promulgated by the ultimate
arbiter. Such knowledge is epistemolo-
gically insulated and beyond the reach of
critical analysis. Adherents to the
particular faiths and their own subjective
beliefsarethen premised onfaith or belief
qua belief. But thereisaproblematicwith
this confident foundationalism. It has
ultimately led to dogmatic beliefs that
ultimately produce contentious secta-
rianism. Consider the multiplicity of
interpretationsthat onefindsin Christian
monotheism. Such sectarianism also exist
inJudaismand Idam but to alesser degree.

But thereis sectarianismin other forms of
human knowledge and such could take
on disputatious forms especialy when
humanideological interestsareinvolved.
Inthe natural sciences, for example, extant
theoriesare awaysbeing improved on or
challenged. In the case of theoretical
physics there are a number of theories
competing for dominance. Kuhn'spopular
text, The Structure of Scientific
Revolutions (1961) testifies to this.
Normal science punctuated by revolu-



tionary scienceisthe rule as natural and
biological sciencewend their way forward
as they seek to increase the stock of
human knowledge of theempirical world.
There are often theoretical disputes
bordering on human and ideological
interests as was the case concerning
AIDS research. Peter Duesberg, a theo-
retical chemist of much repute suggested
aternative explanations for the relation-
ship betweentheHIV virusand AIDSand
was practically ostracised from his
scientific community as aresult. Hewas
labdledan‘ AIDSdeniaist’ and effectively
became a persona non grata in his
scientific community. And even before
Duesberg there is the classic case of
Giodarno Bruno, an Italian 16" century
polymath who wasimmolated at the stake
for promoting heretical beliefsincluding
the heliocentric theory which ran counter
to the dogmatic theological belief that the
universe was a geocentric one.

It would seem however that the major
determinant of dogmatic faith in any
particular human ideology is that
concerning human interests. Wherever
human material and intellectual interests
are threatened, the default position
becomes an increased dogmatic faith in
the received doctrine. Thisisindeed the
case in the social sciences. Consider the
case of the fierce ideological struggles
between those theorists who sought to
promotetheir own interpretations of how
to put into practice state structures
following Marx’s critique of capitalism.
Take the case of the Soviet Union where
the struggl e between those who followed
Stain's brand of communism and those
who followed Trotsky eventualy led to
the murder of Trotsky. But the much more
fierce ideological struggle took place
between the West and the Communist
world from 1917 to 1991 when the Soviet
Union was dismantled and was replaced
by Russia. Inthisideological struggleboth
sides assumed theoretical and empirical
certitude regardless of what the empirical
facts demonstrated.

But the saving grace here for knowledge
was that both social science ideologies
of freemarket capitalism and thecommand
economy system of communism both
operated in the context of the material
world. Hence their constituent claims
could be falsified according to the
principle of falsifiability. This principle
works on the basis that a given claim is
proven false if adequate countervailing
evidence could be provided. Thus there
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were theorists who claimed to have
mustered adequate empirical evidenceto
show that both economic theories were
false. But theissue hereisthat therewere
aways grounds for saving the proposed
theories given that parametric boundary
conditionswere not fixed. Thefactisthat
the social sciences do not lend them-
selves to strict experimental conditions
asinthe natural sciences. But regardless
of those constraints there was still the
basisfor therefutation of existing theories
in both ideologically supported areas.

Intheareaof faith-based religioustheory,
matters are somewhat different. The fact
that the epistemic foundations of those
who believe on the basis of faith are
assumed to exist in the metaphysical
realm insulates such beliefsfrom critical
evauation based on empiricist criteria.
Thus, beliefs based on religious foun-
dations, when firmly held, areheld onthe
basisof faith. The problematic hereisthat
agents whose beliefs derive from an
epistemic faith are absolutely convinced
that relevant actions are fully justified
since doubt is not countenanced. Itison
this basis that beliefs based on such
cognitive security without any scintilla
of doubt or circumspection can often be
an epistemic temptation to humans as
agents. Once cognitive structures are set
in place on the basisof early conditioning
or psychological needs, cognitive
probings based on epistemological
analysisand strict logical analysiswould
not, in most cases, be successful. The
psychological payoffs are much too
rewarding for old beliefs to be so easily
jettisoned. The question is under what
conditions could Cartesian doubt be
created? Matters are compounded by the
assumption that the Abrahamic deity is
"all good" and hisactionsare optimal for
al of mankind. But thereisthe perennial
question of how to explain what many call
‘evil events' taking place in a world
governed by a benevolent deity. That is
the eternal question that theodicy
grappleswith in perpetuity.

Despitetherise of empirical scienceover
the last five centuries, the vast majority
of the world’'s populations base their
holistic belief structures on foundations
that are diametrically opposed to those
of amuch moreeffectiveempirica science.
Theissue hereisthat empirical scienceis
incomplete in its findings and has not
succeeded in establishing an empirically
derived theory of everything. At the base
of all these are two key issues which

empirical science hasnot addressed fully.
Thefirst issue concernshuman mortality.
Human self consciousnessis so advanced
that humansaretheonly living organisms
that can ponder their own ultimate
mortality. TheAbrahamicreligionsanswer
this issue with the promise of an
everlasting hereafter. The second issue
concerns the purpose and meaning of
existence. Theoretical and empirical
science is not equipped to deal with the
issue of the ultimate purpose and meaning
of existent phenomena, especially the
purpose of human existence. For the
adherents of the Abrahamic religionsthe
issue of purpose and the ultimate signi-
ficance of phenomenaisexplained within
the content of the will of the Abrahamic
deity, the conscious and moral arbiter of
all things. Inthisregard the cognitive gap
afforded by the limitations of scienceand
secular knowledge is filled by the
metaphysical content of religion believed
purely on the basis of faith. Thus the
human mind istempted by religionto lend
purpose and significance to human
existence, and especialy sofor thosewho
argue that there are two forms of belief.
One form is based on belief based on
evidence supported by causality; the
other is based on evidence supported
mainly on faith. The cognitively
insulating idea here is that epistemology
which plays such an important role in
auditing material evidence and causality
is rendered otiose in this instance. The
temptation is there but can one
legitimately bifurcate the thinking
attributes of the human mindin that way?
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