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An international conference on the ‘Con-
sequences of the Referendum on Sudan,
the East and Horn of Africa Regions’,
organized by the Council for the Devel-
opment of Social Science Research in
Africa (CODESRIA), the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa
(UNECA) and the Africa Research and
Resource Forum (ARRF), with support
from the International Development Re-
search Centre (IDRC) and Trust Africa,
was held in Nairobi, from 28 February
through 1 March 2011. The conference
was an outcome of a series of discus-
sions which started with a CODESRIA
executive level mission to Sudan in Au-
gust 2009. The mission was followed by
a CODESRIA workshop organized in
partnership with the University of Juba,
University of Khartoum and Ahfad Uni-
versity from 17 to 18 May 2010 in Juba,
South Sudan.

CODESRIA’s executive leadership or-
ganised the conferences and work-
shops to encourage open dialogue on
the intricate political situation in Sudan.
Consistent with the dispositions of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA), a referendum was conducted in
January 2011 and South Sudan effec-
tively voted to secede from Sudan. The
new nation in the south was inaugurated
on 9 July 2011. The conference in Nai-
robi was organized to discuss the con-
sequences of the post- referendum
situation in South Sudan. The meeting
brought together leading scholars from
north and south Sudan, Uganda, Kenya,
Ethiopia, Senegal, Zambia, South Africa,
Chad, and the United States. It also in-
volved researchers, government officials,
members of the international community,
and legal practitioners whose combined
views generated a successful, stimulat-
ing and productive discussion.

Value of Research

Professor Michael Chege, Chairman of
the Board of Africa Research and Re-
source Forum (ARRF), in his welcome
address thanked CODESRIA, UNECA,

and ARRF for jointly organizing this
conference. He pointed out that the con-
ference was very important mainly be-
cause it demonstrated the importance
that the organisers have attached to
knowledge in the management of soci-
ety. He explained that research is the cen-
tre piece of knowledge production and
therefore in finding solutions to prob-
lems that plague Africa. It was in this
context that he pointed out that the re-
search community in Africa always val-
ues CODESRIA’s work.

Professor Chege’s speech was followed
by opening remarks by members of the
organising committee who, after under-
lining the timeliness of the conference
for the region in general and the Sudan
in particular, stated that the ideas and
views generated during the conference
and the conclusions and recommenda-
tions arrived at would be of great impor-
tance in shaping institution building and
political orientation in the new state of
South Sudan.

Professor Al Tayeb Alabadin, Advisor
to the Vice Chancellor, Khartoum Uni-
versity, stated that the outcome of the
conference would demonstrate how Af-
rican countries should manage their di-
versity, while Ms Njeri Karuru from IDRC
explained that her organisation had
partnered with research institutions in
Africa for the purpose of strengthening
their research capacities. She stated that
since events in Sudan can have an im-
pact on the region as a whole, it was
important to engage the research com-
munity to think through the pressing
issues.

Dr Ebrima Sall, CODESRIA’s Executive
Secretary, after acknowledging IDRC and
Trust Africa’s financial support for the con-
ference, pointed out that the right to self-
determination is a sacred right and its
exercise in South Sudan had led to one of
the most important political developments
in Africa since the end of apartheid. He
commended Sudan for conducting the ref-
erendum peacefully and noted that it has
presented a possibility for both countries
to live together as neighbours, and broth-
ers and sisters. He observed that lessons
learned from the experience of fifty years
of independence across Africa should be
shared and applied in southern Sudan. He
emphasized that African intellectuals have
a unique role to play as researchers by
engaging themselves with real world situ-
ations. He called on South Sudan to en-
courage academic freedom and respect the
rights of researchers. According to Dr Sall,
CODESRIA did not take side with any of
the parties; it rather raised relevant and
pertinent issues for discussion and under-
standing. He concluded by noting that
there is a great need to create space for
southern Sudanese intellectuals to under-
take research without any inhibitions.

When Unity Contradicted Peace

The Guest Keynote Speaker, H. E. Dr Peter
Adwok Nyaba, Minister of Higher Educa-
tion and Scientific Research, Government
of Sudan, began his speech by narrating
the long and complicated history of the
Sudan since it came into existence as a
colonial construct in 1821, a case of unity
without peace. When Sudan gained its inde-
pendence in 1956, no attempt was made to
understand the implications of pursuing
goals of a unified state without due con-
sideration of the country’s diversity. Put
in another way, the political elites failed to
build a nation, with the central governments
in Khartoum behaving as if territorial unity
was an end in itself and thus had to be im-
posed by force. The post-referendum real-
ity testified to the failure of successive
Sudanese governments. The case for sepa-
ration became imperative after all doors for
accommodation had been closed.
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Dr Nyaba underlined the crucial impor-
tance of democratic governance in devel-
opment because it guarantees proper
management of diversity. If the leaders in
the Sudan continue as in the past, there
is a likelihood that the problem will exac-
erbate and some regions may degenerate
into ungovernabililty. He also scrutinized
the Sudan People Liberation Movement/
Army (SPLM/A) and observed that it had
failed to promote liberation ideology over
the past six years. As a result of the para-
digm shift from liberation movement to
power politics by SPLA, corruption had
become rife and ethnic conflict surfaced
in many places. The elites in South Su-
dan should learn from the past and change
their modus operandi if they want to save
their country from becoming a failed state.
The success of the referendum should be
reflected in the establishment of a good
system of government. The vote for inde-
pendence should also serve as a tool for
some soul searching by the National Con-
gress Party (NCP) in Khartoum and re-
flect on the reasons why the southerners
voted overwhelmingly for separation.

Borders and boundaries in Africa are arti-
ficial; they were created by colonialists
who disregarded the ethnic and cultural
diversity of the peoples. As a result, one
finds different ethnic groups in different
countries. For instance, the Annuak and
the Nuer are in Sudan and Ethiopia. There
is however an opportunity to use the com-
munities found in different countries as
bridges for social, economic and political
transformation. South Sudan should
therefore build good relations with all its
neighbours. He noted that since the Afri-
can Union (AU) does not promote dis-
memberment in its charter, it needs to take
a leadership role in resolving conflicts that
are likely to lead to dismemberment, which
is always the natural route when unity
contradicts peace.

Dr Nyaba further observed that higher
education has a special role to play in
shaping policy through national debates.
Higher education in Sudan has always
operated under one integrated system
which he hoped would continue as the
South had not developed the necessary
academic and technical capacity. Currently,
the University for Women and the Uni-
versities of Nyala and Darfur offer the ear-
liest opportunities for joint scientific
research with the older universities in the
Sudan. In total, there are five functioning
and three declared universities in South
Sudan.

In terms of the way forward, Dr Nyaba
proposed the following: (i) the war rag-
ing in Darfur needs a comprehensive po-
litical solution similar to what had been
achieved in South Sudan; (ii) grievances
in the disputed regions of Abyei, the
Nuba Mountains and Southern Kordofan
must be heeded, analysed and resolved
before secession becomes the only al-
ternative; (iii) the African Union should
take a proactive role in resolving con-
flicts; (iv) peace and conflict resolution
should take centre stage in dealings be-
tween Sudan and South Sudan; and (v)
peace studies should be prioritized in
South Sudan as well as in Sudan in order
to create a proper understanding of the
history of the two countries. Currently,
centres offering peace studies exist at the
Universities of Khartoum, Juba and
Ahfad. Lastly, Dr Nyaba called upon
CODESRIA to establish an annual forum
at which scholars would analyze and re-
flect on Sudanese issues and its neigh-
bours.

SPLA: A Shift from Unity to Secession

The second keynote address was deliv-
ered by Mahmood Mamdani, Professor
and Director of Makerere Institute of So-
cial Research and Herbert Lehman Pro-
fessor of Government at Columbia
University. He spoke on the theme ‘Self-
determination and State Making in the
Twenty-first Century’. He began with a
reflection on self-determination, consid-
ering it as a sacred cow, such as democ-
racy, and posed a fundamental question:
who is the ‘self’ in self-determination?
According to him,  the ‘self’ is a political
self that was constituted and re-consti-
tuted over time. It is not permanent – in
1956 the self was Sudan and now, after
the result of the referendum, the self has
become South Sudan. He proceeded to
ask several questions, which he said
have no clear straight forward answers:

(i) How have pan-Africanists perceived
and understood this self-determina-
tion of South Sudan? What could it
teach us?

(ii) How and when did the SPLA (cham-
pion of unity) change its mind from
calls for the unity of Sudan to seces-
sion and independence for the South?

(iii) What will it take for the South to
establish a new political order instead
of reproducing a version of the old one?

(iv) Would independence lead to peace?
Or would peace merely be an inter-
lude? What other things could lead
to peace?

Professor Mamdani argued that inde-
pendence in itself would not necessar-
ily lead to peace. The new state carried
within itself seeds of its own disintegra-
tion. In Africa, the unification of smaller
entities into larger bodies came with co-
lonialism during the creation of states.
Hence, Africa’s independence of the
1950s and 60s had to be understood as a
particular kind of unity which was im-
posed by force. Since union and separa-
tion were self-sustaining, the AU should
change its provisions to allow for di-
vorce. That is, ‘in order to safeguard
marriage, one has to protect the right to
divorce’.

He cited two cases (types) of disinte-
gration – Eritrea was born out of old
Ethiopia and South Sudan out of Sudan.
In the former case, it was the end of the
Cold War and military victory by the
Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF)
that led to the birth of a new nation, while
in the latter it was the stalemate in the
conflict and the post 9/11 situation that
led to the signing of the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement (CPA) by the Khar-
toum Government. Lastly, Professor
Mamdani advised African governments
to address issues of multi-ethnicity and
tribal questions if they desire to avoid
conflicts with those who are disenfran-
chised.

Some of the participants challenged Pro-
fessor Mamdani’s statement that SPLM/
A is a champion of unity. They said that
Sudan had never been united and chal-
lenged those who made such an asser-
tion to show evidence, if any. They
further argued that since South Sudan
had lived with repression since 1820,
their fight all along had been for inde-
pendence. Submission to a unity thesis,
according to some of the participants, is
tantamount to discrediting the southern-
ers’ struggle for self-determination; the
CPA was a by-product of that struggle.
They concluded by stating that the real
culprits in the dismemberment of Sudan
were the northern elites, who tried to
Arabize and Islamize the South. One of
the participants was of the view that
since the South is at the beginning of a
new chapter, it is important to get the
record straight, otherwise the new coun-
try risks repeating mistakes made in the
past.

In response,  Professor Mamdani said
that the analysis of the SPLA was un-
satisfactory and the importance of Dr
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John Garang’s vision of a new Sudan
was not adequately appreciated. Ac-
cording to him, there had been an inter-
nal struggle within the SPLA over the
issues of unity and independence, al-
beit the minority view triumphed in the
end. All these issues require close scru-
tiny and historically sensitive explana-
tions. Unlike some of the participants,
Professor Mamdani did not believe in
the existence of SPLM but rather in
SPLA. To him, the former has been in
the making. To explain this point, he
drew an analogy with his own country,
Uganda, where the National Resistance
Army (NRA) that was led by Yoweri
Museveni had been replaced by the Na-
tional Resistance Movement (NRM) af-
ter it had seized power.

After the keynote addresses, presenta-
tions were made on post-referendum pri-
orities; politics and governance in South
Sudan; development policies, priority
programmes and projects; North-South
relations and regional issues; making in-
dependence attractive through good
neighbourliness, and challenges and
priorities for Sudan, South Sudan and
the region.

Post-referendum Priorities

Professors Taban lo Liyong and George
Nyombe from the University of Juba,
and Al-Tayeb Alabdin from Khartoum
University, and Dr Melha Biel from Juba,
South Sudan, reflected on post-referen-
dum priorities for South Sudan. The fol-
lowing is a list that summarizes the
priorities that were identified by the four
speakers:

(i) peace and security;

(ii) institution building;

(iii) nationalization of the economy;

(iv) the creation of new conditions for
socio-political transformation in Su-
dan and the South;

(v) management of the transition into
a new state;

(vi) transforming the ideology of resist-
ance and liberation to an ideology
of socio-political transformation
and the reality of government;

(vi) managing diversity and social co-
hesion;

(vii) attracting investment and job crea-
tion; and

(viii) the nationalization of education.

Politics and Governance in a new
State

Professor Aggrey Abate and Dr Alfred
Lokuji – both from the University of Juba,
Professor Gassim Badri, President, Ahfad
University for Women, and Ms Sara
Hassan, Human Rights Activist, Khar-
toum, spoke on politics and governance
in South Sudan. Professor Abate made
reference to the developments that have
taken place in South Sudan, in the past
six years, in terms of infrastructure, edu-
cation and power supply. These, accord-
ing to him, were made possible because
of the devolution of power to the south
in terms of decision making, prioritization,
and implementation of programmes. He
noted that a lot more remains to be done
to engage the general population in mean-
ingful participation in the economy and
in the development of a free press.

Ms Hassan emphasized the importance
of the respect that must be accorded to
diversity if the unity of the state is to be
preserved. She noted that language as a
national issue should be carefully exam-
ined in a multi-lingual society such as
South Sudan. She also observed that the
state must be restructured in such a way
that a new constitution underlining the
role of multi-partyism should be put in
place. The new constitution should con-
tain clauses on the respect and protec-
tion of human rights; not forgetting that
rights for women and children are human
rights too.

Dr Lokuji noted that the major failure of
African states has been the failure to learn
from the past. The African past was rooted
in imperial precedence, it promoted self-
interest, sycophancy and a tendency to-
wards centralization, which stripped
people and states of political integrity and
values in the process. Dr Lokuji proposed a
way out through constitutionalism that
would support checks and balances in
institutions of governance and provide a
power sharing mechanism.

Prof Badri, on his part, observed that
South Sudan would develop the ‘African
diseases’ of dictatorship, coup d’états
and violence unless it prioritizes democ-
racy, the rule of law and transparency. He
added that the new nation should assign
a larger share of its budget to education.

The participants agreed that since the
new state has come about as a result of
the action of a liberation struggle, it
should learn from other African countries

that went through a similar process, in-
cluding, among others, Eritrea, Zimbabwe
and Uganda. South Sudan should also
draw lessons from the South African ex-
perience in the area of reconciliation and
peace building.

In order to avoid the reproduction of past
African experiences, SPLM should not al-
low itself to turn into a single party and
should avoid centralization of power.
South Sudan offers a new hope and op-
portunity. It is time for the people of South
Sudan to enjoy the dividends of the inde-
pendence struggle. The new state should
also undertake a national debate to define
the type of government it wishes to have.
The participants recommended that the
new nation needs a system of government
with a leadership that listens; in which
everybody counts. Both South Sudan and
Sudan need to go through a healing proc-
ess to be able to recover from dictatorial
tendencies that have plagued them for a
long time.

Development Policies, Priority
Programmes and Projects

Professors Yongo Bure from Kettering
University, Flint, Michigan, USA and
Isaak Riak, Senior Development Consult-
ant, Juba, and Mr Christopher Zambakari,
Northeastern University, Boston, Massa-
chusetts, USA addressed themselves to
the kind of development policies, priority
programmes and projects that South Su-
dan should focus on immediately. Profes-
sor Bure reminded the meeting that there
was a need to manage high expectations
arising out of independence. In the short
term, the government should focus on ag-
riculture; the country has ample fertile land
that can be utilised for extensive agricul-
tural production. This could be managed
to develop agro-processing industries. In
addition, since about two-thirds of the
South Sudanese populations are
pastoralists; the new government should
build and maintain watering points and
reservoirs for the animals. There is also
an immediate need to focus attention on
the provision of adequate education and
health services.

Professor Riak noted that South Sudan’s
natural resources should be harnessed to
build a foundation and catalyse develop-
ment. Of the many natural resources, he
singled out oil, which should be managed
to spur development by creating transpar-
ency and accountability mechanisms. This
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is the only sure way to avoid a ‘resource
curse’ or the so called ‘Dutch Disease’.

Mr Zambakari, spoke about the dangers
inherent in following ethnicity in the crea-
tion of state administrative divisions, as
these might lead to fragmentation. He cau-
tioned against the claim that cultural
boundaries need to reflect political ones.
He also looked at the 2009 South Sudan
Local Government Act, which created a
hybrid system that incorporated custom-
ary laws into local government structures.
He reminded participants that this mode
of mass organization was reminiscent of
British indirect rule, which had a dual
system, one specifically meant to man-
age the urban dwellers, and the other for
the rural people living in the countryside.

One of the key issues that affected Su-
dan has been ethnic violence. It currently
manifests itself in the form of a disputed
border region pending consultation and
resolution, with the attendant millions of
internally displaced people scattered
throughout the country and over half a
million refugees stranded in search of a
permanent home. He concluded his argu-
ments by underpinning the urgency of
problematizing democracy and decentrali-
zation in South Sudan and drawing rel-
evant lessons from especially the South
African transition model from apartheid
to a democratic country.

During the discussion that followed these
presentations, some participants ob-
served that an economy that depends on
oil for 98 per cent of all its revenue re-
mains in danger of the resource curse.
On top of a transparent management of
the oil revenues, South Sudan needs to
diversify its income into agriculture and
other areas.

Regional Issues

Professor Samson Wassara, the Vice
Chancellor of Western Equatoria Univer-
sity, in a keynote on regional issues re-
flected on two major questions brought
about by the independence of South Su-
dan. These are: (i) how is South Sudan to
co-exist with Sudan; and (ii) how is the AU
going to ensure the stability of the region.

Physically, South Sudan is a land-locked
country with poor internal and external
transport infrastructure that will inhibit
movement of goods and services. Pro-
fessor Wassara also observed that the
country has a number of unresolved is-
sues to contend with, including but not

restricted to Abyei; and security con-
cerns, including the proliferation of
armed groups, some of which are not
attached to the known parties or groups
in the country. He then put the follow-
ing three challenges on the table for ex-
amination:

(i) Citizenship and nationality: South
Sudan authorities should ensure that
there is no room for politically excluded
groups or individuals, especially those
who live in the border regions. This chal-
lenge could be taken care of by consid-
ering dual nationality.

(ii) Water resources: It is not yet clear as
to how South Sudan is to be classified
as a Nile Riparian State. Will it be cat-
egorised as an upstream or downstream
state? While that is yet to be known,
the River Nile is crucial for South Sudan
in terms of hydro-power generation and
irrigation agriculture. It is also an impor-
tant resource for water transport.

(iii) The border with Sudan: It could be-
come dangerous if it is militarized and
there is no political goodwill from Su-
dan. It needs special attention and con-
sideration. This border area should also
be considered in the context of its
pastoralist inhabitants who move from
place to place in search of water and pas-
ture as though there are no borders.

Professor Wassara concluded his con-
tributions by calling on the AU and the
Inter-Governmental Authority for Devel-
opment (IGAD) to ensure that there is a
peaceful Sudan for the benefit of the re-
gion in particular and Africa in general.

North-South Relations and
Regional Issues

Short presentations were made at a
roundtable discussion on the north-
south relationships and regional issues
by Dr Hamad Hawi, a lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Juba, Dr Kassahun Berhanu,
lecturer at Addis Ababa University, Dr
Alex Ratebaye, Chadian Diplomat and
Researcher, and Dr Tesfaye Tafesse from
CODESRIA Secretariat.

Dr Hawi started with a critical assess-
ment of the CPA. He observed that the
CPA, in spite of its name, lacked com-
prehensiveness, excluded the majority
of the Sudanese people and political
parties, created more problems than it had
attempted to solve and was a creation by
elites from the two contending sides. He
noted that human rights, democracy, the

Abyei question, interaction between the
north and south, citizenship, cross-bor-
der communities and oil would remain
thorny issues because the CPA has no clear
answers to them. The NCP might even be
forced to have other CPAs in Darfur and
other contested regions, a sign that there
is nothing comprehensive in the CPA
signed with the SPLM/A. The kind of re-
lationship that the newly independent
South Sudan establishes and maintains
with Sudan and all its neighbours, and
the policies it will adopt, will determine its
prospect and that of its neighbours.

Dr Berhanu on his part, talked about the
implications of South Sudan’s independ-
ence for the Horn of Africa Region and
beyond. He observed that the CPA was
exclusive and is characterized by major
flaws. It focused more on power and
wealth sharing than on other pertinent
national issues. Some of the issues that
had either been deferred or are still pend-
ing include:

(i) the north-south border;

(ii) the boundaries of Abiyei, South
Kordofan and the Blue Nile regions;

(iii) security;

(iv) negotiations between Sudan and
South Sudan for the movement of
goods and services;

(v) integration of militias with the regu-
lar armed forces; and

(vi) Nile water allocation.

Dr Ratebaye talked about the implications
of South Sudan’s independence for Chad.
He cautioned that if Darfurians follow the
self-determination path taken by South
Sudan, Chad would face major instability
and security problems.

Dr Tafesse focused on the possible sce-
narios in relation to the River Nile water
utilization. In his opinion, these scenarios
have to be understood in the context of
the 1959 Agreement between Egypt and
Sudan, the suspended Jonglei Canal, and
the Cooperative Framework Agreement
(CFA). There is a strong possibility that
the new state will question or even reject
the 1959 Agreement, claiming half of the
share of the quota that was allotted to
Sudan. When it comes to the CFA, for
various reasons, South Sudan might align
with upstream states in terms of its ratifi-
cation. Lastly, he said that due to envi-
ronmental, political and historical reasons,
it is unlikely that South Sudan will resur-
rect the suspended Jonglei Canal project.



 CODESRIA Bulletin, Nos 1 & 2, 2011 Page 56

In the discussion that followed these pres-
entations, most of the participants ob-
served that internal factors, most
particularly the events in Abyei, pushed
both parties (SPLM and NCP) to sign the
CPA. The general position was that the
CPA, imperfect as it is, was both time-and
face-saving tool for the two negotiating
parties that seemed to have reached the
end of the rope.

Making Independence Attractive
and Good Neighbourliness

Dr Nureldin Satti, Secretary General, Na-
tional Library of Sudan, Khartoum; Dr Kimo
Adiebo and Dr Sirisio Oromo both from
the University of Juba, as well as Mrs
Entisar Hamadein, Institute of African and
Asian Studies, University of Khartoum
made brief introductory presentations on
the theme. Dr Satti underlined the urgency
required to examine mistakes made in the
attempt to make unity of Sudan less at-
tractive and the independence of South
Sudan more appealing. He advised that
more work should be put into improving
relations between the two countries. He
also noted that there is a need to build and
reinforce the shared social, human, eco-
nomic and political resources. Similarly, he
suggested identification of the sources of
mistrust between the two with a view to
addressing or dispelling them. Lastly, Dr
Satti recommended the strengthening of
civil society organizations that can rein-
force inter-dependency between the two.
He further identified some of the key ele-
ments that would make good neighbourli-
ness attractive between the two countries,
including but not restricted to, mainte-
nance of security, resolution of Abyei ,
halting the proliferation of small arms, and
regulation of free movement of people,
goods and services.

Mrs Hamadein observed that there is a
need to revitalize the people-to-people re-
lations that were ignored by the CPA. Such
a move would ensure the free movement
of people in the region, including
pastoralists who never seem to get re-
stricted by borders.

Dr Oromo underlined the importance of
peace and security in the region. He said
that the new state should respect the terri-
torial integrity of all its neighbours, fight
corruption and promote human rights and
the rule of law.

The participants, while in a discussion af-
ter the presentations, advised that any

temptation to relapse into conflict
should be avoided. The impact and spill-
over effects of any instability in any one
of the two countries would have far-
reaching consequences in the region and
beyond. The role of higher education as
a bridge to future relations between the
two countries was emphasized. It was
recommended that the countries should
consider building joint institutions of
higher learning in the two countries.

Challenges and Priorities

Ms Sara Hassan, Prof Isaak Riak, Dr Al-
fred Lokuji and Dr Nureldin Satti made
brief presentations on the theme. Mrs
Hassan underlined the need to establish
democratic constitutions both in Sudan
and South Sudan. She also said that
both countries should ratify interna-
tional conventions, work on issue of the
youth and resolve inherent mistrusts.

Professor Riak presented a list of meas-
ures which he said need to be addressed
by both countries if any meaningful
progress is to be realized. They included:

(i) building unity of purpose and people;

(ii) resolving the Darfur, South
Kordofan, Eastern Kassala and the
Blue Nile issues;

(iii) focusing on issues that can unite
both countries, including wealth-
sharing, human rights, development
etc;

(iv) using oil as a means to development;

(v) fighting corruption;

(vi) reducing youth unemployment; and

(vii) creating democratic space for peo-
ple to express their ideas.

Dr Lokuji on his part reiterated the im-
portance of cooperation that leads to
win-win situations. He went on to say
that both countries should refocus on
measures that will ensure the well-being
of the people, such as the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs). They
should also jointly combat human traf-
ficking in the border areas and resettle
IDPs and refugees.

Dr Satti called for a common vision by
both countries. He observed that South
Sudan should move nearer to East Af-
rica to benefit from the advantages of a
larger economic unit. He also called
upon the new state to learn from the mis-
takes made by Sudan and other African
countries in the process of building an

independent state. Higher education,
social science research, governance and
regional economic integration attracted
most attention in the discussion that fol-
lowed after the presentations. A consen-
sus was built around the necessity of
re-focusing and re-directing higher edu-
cation in both Sudans by injecting in a
dose of innovation and ingenuity. The
participants called for inter-university
exchange of scholars and students in the
region. It was observed that since re-
search budgets are too small, there is a
need to work together with decision mak-
ers to increase funding. Lastly, it was
noted that African intellectuals have a
lot more to do, with regard to South Su-
dan. They should interrogate issues re-
lated to borders that divide communities,
higher education and development, and
regional economic integration.

Lessons Learnt

Professor Abdoulaye Bathily, Convener
of the Coalition for Dialogue on Africa
(CODA), gave some concluding remarks
and important observation at the end of
the conference. He congratulated
CODESRIA for taking the initiative to
organize the Post-Referendum Confer-
ence on Sudan and observed that the fifty
years of independence of most African
countries had been reflected in the two-
day conference. The emergence of South
Sudan as a new state did not represent a
new phenomenon in Africa. The new
state has to learn relevant lessons, not
only from Africa, but also from other
countries around the world that have
lived under occupation and domination.
By so doing, it will take its proper place
on the continent.

The post-independence generation of
Africans thought that scientific social-
ism constituted an alternative to capital-
ism. This approach did not work. The
neo-liberal system imposed on Africa
since the 1990s, exemplified by structural
adjustment programmes (SAPs), had also
collapsed, this time starting from the cen-
tre. The system has created few very rich
people and a majority of poor populations.
The recent and on-going waves of re-
volt in the Maghreb region and Middle
East countries could be seen as further
testimony to the rejection of neo-liberal-
ism. There is therefore a need for a new
people-centred alternative economic
model that suits African realities.
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Professor Bathily noted that nobody
should expect a blueprint or a one-size-
fits-all model; it will take hard work. He
concluded his observations by making
the following recommendations: (i) South
Sudan should learn from Africa’s empires
of old, such as the Songhai, Bornu and
Mali, to solve problems related to diver-
sity; (ii) the new state should move cau-
tiously and learn from other African
countries in the context of what had tran-
spired in the course of the past fifty
years; (iii) the liberation of the people of
South Sudan should be followed by the
liberation of the people in Sudan; (iv)
conditions must be created to enable Af-
rican leaders to listen to possible alter-
natives on Africa’s future as proposed
by scholars and intellectuals; and (v)
South Sudan needs to assert itself as a
country, both regionally and globally.

Conclusions and Recommendations

By way of conclusion, some of the par-
ticipants observed that countries in the
region should work towards maintaining
peace and cohesion; the Sudanese do
not have too many choices other than
learning how to co-exist as good neigh-
bours in the same region. Interdepend-
ence should be the guiding principle in
the dealings between Sudan and South
Sudan. This could be galvanized if the
two countries establish a common mar-
ket; cooperate in the maintenance of re-
gional security, human security and
people-to-people relationships; broaden
the definition of citizenship; foster de-
velopment of local businesses and indus-
tries, promote trade, and develop
infrastructure (roads, railways, ports,
etc.). The participants noted that there is
need to replace the too many NGOs and
multi-lateral organizations in South Su-

dan by establishing local institutions
such as a National Planning Commission.

Participants called on the government in
South Sudan to manage carefully the eu-
phoria and high expectations of inde-
pendence; noting that the resources and
means required in the struggle for inde-
pendence are very different from those
required to run a country. Attempts
should be made to organize and develop
the economy to ensure that it will create
jobs for the people. In addition, there is a
need to foster civil society organisations
(business associations, trade unions,
student unions, faith based organiza-
tions, traditional associations, etc.) to
exert pressure upon the new government
to engage in reforms and transformative
activities. In sum, South Sudan has to
build its own image to become part of the
club of nations.


