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Background
The NIHSS has partnered with CODESRIA
to develop the African Path-ways
Programme scholarship. The aim of the
scholarship is in line with the mandates
of the Institute and Council to promote
and facilitate research in the humanities
and social sciences as well as to explore
new vistas in pan-African scholarship.
Applications are invited from suitably
qualified non-South African students to
study full time towards a doctoral degree
in the humanities and social sciences at
any public university in South Africa. The
scholarship, with a value of R126 000 and
a maximum funding period of 3 years, is
allocated to students whose research is
focused on their country or a comparative
project on the following broad themes:

• Pre and post-colonial states, ins-
titutions and local experiences

• Histories and legacies of liberation
struggles

• Regional integration, new develop-
ment and economic alternatives

• International political economy and
the role of African humanities

• Heritage, identity and culture (inclu-
ding literature, performance, art and
musicology)

With regards to the status of the NIHSS-
CODESRIA African Pathways Doctoral
Scholarship Programme, at the end of
February 2015 a total of 182 applications
were reviewed by a panel of academic
experts in various Humanities and Social
Science disciplines. Of the 182 reviewed
applications, 74 were recommended for
support. 69 of the awarded students have
registered and claimed their scholarships
during the 2015 academic year. The remai-
ning five students were unreachable
despite many attempts to contact them,
and were subsequently rejected. To
address this shortfall, special requests
applications and 2015 shortlisted appli-
cations were considered, mostly from
Historically Black Universities (HBUs).

Annual Progress Reports
The NIHSS opened an Annual Progress
Report Call for the submission of pro-
gress reports with a deadline of 18 Decem-

ber 2015 for the NIHSS-CODESRIA
doctoral scholarship programmes. Sup-
ported students are required to submit
annual progress reports accompanied by
their supervisor’s motivation for the
renewal of their doctoral scholarships.
The reports must document progress
made against set objectives, research
outputs and research milestones. To date,
65 students have submitted annual pro-
gress reports and have been approved for
scholarship renewal in 2016 academic year.

2016 NIHSS Doctoral Writing-up
Workshop
As part of the National Institute for the
Humanities and Social Sciences (NIHSS)
efforts to bolster relevant doctoral aca-
demic skills and provide the NIHSS-fun-
ded students with the much needed time
to ‘write and reflect’ on their doctoral re-
search work, the NIHSS hosted Doctoral
‘Writing-Up’ workshop, on the 31 May-3
June 2016, for all NIHSS doctoral students
who are currently at the ‘writing-up’ sta-
ge of their PhDs. There was wonderful
participation of NIHSS-CODESRIA stu-
dents with many progressing excellently
and already at their writing-up stages of
their PhDs. Several of these African Pa-
thways students who participated in the
Writing-Up workshop are registered
across the wide spectrum of South African
public univer- sities. The aims of this works-
hop were to:

• Provide the relevant skills and sup-
port that enable a positive doctoral
writing experience.

• Enrich the doctoral writing expe-
rience via constructive feedback
from mentors and peers.

• Provide dedicated writing space, free
from distractions and interruptions.

• Strengthen high level academic
writing confidence.

• Network and share knowledge with
colleagues in and outside one’s
discipline/thematic area.

• Facilitate PhD throughput at NIHSS
and the country.

The workshop evaluations outlined that
participants found the workshop
informative, engaging, particularly the
plenary presentations, one-on-one feed-
back sessions with readers and networ-
king sessions with fellow doctoral
students. In this regard, we are looking
forward to minimum time doctoral
qualification completions from NIHSS-
CODESRIA doctoral candidates.

NIHSS-CODESRIA African
Pathways Doctoral Scholarship
Call for 2017
The NIHSS opened the second NIHSS-
CODESRIA African Pathways Doctoral
Scholarship Call on the 28 August 2016
for submission of doctoral scholarship
applications, with a submis-sion deadline
of the 30 September 2016. As per the
previous Call, the Call was extended to
suitable doctoral candidates who are
non- South African citizens, studying in
South African public univer-sities and
whose studies are located in the
humanities and social science disciplines.

NIHSS National Doctoral
Conference: 2-3 November 2016
The vision of the Institute was to become
the epicentre of scholarship, pedagogy,
community practice and social
responsibility for the HSS in South
Africa, and Africa. In line with this vision
as well as one of the institute’s key
objectives to advance postgraduate
scholarship through a range of inno-
vations and collaborative supervision for
our doctoral students, the NIHSS hosted
the National Doctoral Conference under
the theme – Advancing Doctoral Scho-
lar’s Innovative Knowledge Creation in
the African Humanities and Social
Sciences – in Johannesburg, from the 2-3
November 2016.

The NIHSS worked collaboratively with
its partners, the South African Huma-
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nities Deans Association (SAHUDA) and
Council for the Development of Social
Science in Africa (CODESRIA) to deliver
the conference. It was guided by the
following objectives:

• To encourage doctoral scholars to
think ‘out of the box’ and in-depth
to catalyse their research projects

• Present and showcase doctoral
students research projects to date

• To strengthen the NIHSS Regional
doctoral schools and reconnect
with mentors

• Establish a network of NIHSS doc-
toral school communities who
support and nurture each other
across institutions and disciplines

• Foster engagement between all
NIHSS partners

We invite, the executive director and rele-
vant CODESRIA representatives, to join
the NIHSS in celebrating the second
NIHSS National Doctoral Conference
which will gather all its current 454 (380
NIHSS-SAHUDA and 74 NIHSS-
CODESRIA) scholarship holders toge-
ther under one roof to engage in
scholar-ship, network and collaborate
with fellow HSS scholars.
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