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The 1960s and most of the
1970s in Algeria were char-
acterized by a mood of suc-
cess and optimism as stated
in "The Algerian Charter".
However, this over-all
mood altered in the 1980s
when the economic crisis
triggered a far-reaching so-
cial and political change as
can be testified by the out-
standing October 1988 up-
rise and the subsequent
modifications in the politi-
cal structure. This book
which is written by a multi-
' disciplinary team of Alge-
rian social scientists brilliantly analyzes the post-inde-
pendence social transformations in Algeria.
The authors investigate the new development orienta-
tions, state disengagement, the changeover from indus-
trialization as "prime mover" of development to deindus-
trialization, a new agricultural reform, a fundamental re-
structuration of civil society and its relations with the
state - thus marking the end of populism -, so as to port-
ray the deep ongoing changes in Algeria.

Ali El-Kenz, coordinator of the group, is presently Pro-
fessor of Sociology at the Université d’Alger as well as
Director of Research at CREAD. As a specialist of in-
dustrial and labour sociology, his many publications in-
clude: L’'Economie de I’Algérie (T. Benhouria), Paris -
Maspéro, 1980. Les Maitres-penseurs - Alger, ENAL -
1984. Une expérience industrielle en Algérie, Paris -
CNRS, 1987.

ISBN 2 86978 004 4 (Paperback)
2 86978 005 2 (Hardback)
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This brilliant contribution to
African social science pres-
ents an original theory of
social formations with a
new methodological ap-
proach. Professor Mafeje
critically reviews the works
of orthodox anthropologists,
questioning the impact on
African Studies of both de-
velopment theory and clas-
sical ethnography. Within a
context of redefining forms
of political organizations,
he uses research on the East
African Lacustrian King-

doms to analyze the articulation of the relationship be-
tween political and economic power. Arguing that pasto-
ralism and agriculture need not represent different modes
of production, but rather socially controlled options with-
in the same mode, he rejects articulation theory and the
concept of feudalism. Finally he evaluates the impact of
colonial capitalism on different social formations. It is an
outstanding theoretical contribution that raises new per-
spectives on the classic issues of exploitation, class and
social change in African societies.
ISBN 1 870784 081 (Paperback) $ 19 (US)

1 870789 09 X (Hardback) $ 29 (US)
Orders from Africa should be sent to:

CODESRIA, B.P. 3304, Dakar-Senegal
From Europe, America etc. to:
African Books Collective Ltd.
The Jam Factory, 27 Park End Street
Oxford OX1 1HU England
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